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PREFACE. 



The General and Supplementary Statutes no\f 
.n mount to over 2,600 pages. I have endeavored to 
, select all the more important provisions, passing by all 
matters of form, or of temporary or local interest, and 
much that concerns the duties of particular officers, and 
is of interest to them only. I have thus given a general 
view of the laws, indicating the subjects treated, the 
manner of their treatment ; in short, all matters which 
are needed in the ordinary business of life. In matters 
of difTiculty or importance, nothing can be a substitute 
for the official volumes. So far as practicable the lan- 
guage of the original laws is used. The divisions and 
titles of the General Statutes arc retained, and subse- 
quent statutes are incorporated under them. 



NOTE BY THE PUBLISHER. 

Some thirty years ago W. B. Wedgwood, Esq., pre- 
pared a similar work to this on the Revised Statutes, 
and several large editions of it were sold. 



CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSEITS. 

♦ 

rRKAMBLK. 

What, in general, are the objects of government 1 

To secure the existence of the body politic, and by 

this means give the individuals who compose it their 

natural rights. 

What is the body politic 1 

A social compact in which the people covenant with 
each citizen and each citizen with the whole people. 

For what purpose is it ? 

That the people may make sure tliat all shall be gov- 
erned by certain laws for the common good. 

When these objects are not obtained, what can be done t 
The people may alter the government 



PART FIRST. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

It being declared that " all men are bom free and equal/' 
what are some of their natural rights ? 

1. The enjoyment of life and liberty. 

2. The acquisition, possession, and protection of prop- 
erty. In short, the pursuit of their safety and happi- 
ness. 
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What ia the right and dut/ of all men iu the coramuuit/ 1 
To worship tlio Supreme lieiiig, the grout Creator 

and Preserver of the universe, publicly, and at stated 

seasons. 

Shall the sahject he comfMlled to worship in any particular 
way I 

The subject shall not be restrained from worshipping 
God in tlie manner ana season most agreeable to the 
dictates of his own conscience, provided he does not dis- 
turb the public peace, or obstruct others iu their relig- 
ious worahip. 

What promotes the happiness and prosperity of a people, 
and the security of a repuhlicau government % 

The public worship of God, and instruction in pietj, 
religion, and morality. 

What liiiiy all religious societies dot 

1. Elect their pastor or religious teacher. 

2. Contract with them for their sup|K>rt. 

3. Raise money for erecting and repairing houses 
for public worship, and for the payment of all other 
necessary expenses. 

Sluill uU religious sects and denominations have the same 
rights and protection 1 

They shall, if demeaning themselves peaceably, be 
equally under the protection of the law, and no subordi- 
nation of any one sect or denomination to another shall 
ever be established by law. 

What sole and exclusive right belongs to the people of thin 
Conuuonwculth 1 

To govern themselves as a fi*ce, sovereign, and inde- 
pendent State ; and to forever exercise every power, 
jurisdiction, and right which is not or may not hereafter 
be by them expressly delegated to the United States of 
America. 
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To whom are all officers of the State accountable 1 
To the people. 

For what purpose is gOTemment instituted % 
The protection, prosperity, and happiness of the peo« 
pie. 

What rights, therefore, belong to the people on/y f 
To institute government, to reform, alter, or totally 
change the same, and to cause their public officers to 
return to private life, at such period and in such manner 
as they shall establish by their frame of government, in 
order to prevent them from becoming oppressors ; and 
all citizens having such qualifications as they shall es- 
tablish shall have equal right to elect ofBcers and to be 
elected for public employment 

What return must each individual make to the State for the 
protection it gives to his life, liberty, and property ? 

He must contribute his share of the expense of this 
protection, and give his personal service or an equiva- 
lent, when necessary. 

Can private property be taken for public uses ? 

Yes, with the owner's consent or that of the repre- 
sentative body of the people, when the public exigen- 
cies require, and then the owner shall receive a reason- 
able compensation therefor. 

What certain remedy ought there to be for all injuries, or 
wrongs to the person, property, or character 1 

By recourse to the law. 

How ought every subject to obtain right and justice ? 
Freely, without being obliged to purchase it, com- 
pletely and promptly, conformably to the laws. 

When shall a subject be held to answer for any crimes or 
offences ? 

When they are fully and plainly, substantially and 

tbrmally described to him. 
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Can he be compelled to aocaee or furnish evidence an^net 
hlmaelfl 

He cannot 

What rights of proof and defence has the accused t 

He may produce all proofs that may be favorable to 
him, meet the witnesses against him £ftce to £ice, and be 
fully heard in his defence, by himself or his counsel, at 
his election. 

How shall the subject be judged when either his life, liberty, or 
estate are at stake f 

By the judgment of his peers or the law of the land.^ 

Can the legislature make any law subjecting any person to 
capital or inikmous punishment, without trial by jury 1 

Tliey cannot, excepting for the government of the 
army and navy. 

lu what way can searches and siuxuroii uf the |icrHon, the 
houses, tlio papers, or any of the possessions of a subject bo madel 

By warrants, when the cause or foundation of them is 
previously supported by oatb or affirmation with a spe- 
cial designation of the persons or objects of search, arrest 
or seizure, directed to a civil officer. 

YiThen and how ought such warrants to be issued t 
In the cases, and with the formalities, prescribed by 
the laws. 

YiThat are some of the well known rights of the people 1 
(a) The right to trial by jury, (b) The liberty of 
the press, (c) The right to bear and keep arms for the 
common defence, (d) The subordination of military 
to oivil )M)wcr. {e) The right of jMititiou to thu U'gis- 
luturc :ui(l of instructing Icgislaturs, and of peaceably 
assembling. 

1 These provisions are taken almost word for v\rord from the Magna 
Oharta of England granted by King John. 
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By whom and when can the power of suspending the laws or 
their execution be exercised ? 

By the legislature, in such particular cases only as 
they shall expressly provide for. 

What right is allowed to legislators ? 
Freedom of deliberation, speech, and debate, which can 
never be the foundation of any accusation or prosecutiouj 
action or complaint in any other court or place whatso- 
ever. 

What does the Constitution say about the meetings of the leg- 
islature ? 

They should be frequent, for redress of grievances, 
and to amend and alter old and make new laws. 

Can a tax or impost be imposed under any pretext without the 
consent of the legislature 1 

It cannot. 

Can the legislature convict of felony or treason 1 

It cannot. 

What laws are prohibited by the Constitution ? 

Laws made to punish actions done before the existence 

of such laws (these are called ex post facto laws). 

How ought taxes and duties to be established, fixed, laid, and 
levied ? 

By the consent of the people or their representatives 
in the legislature. 

Wh.at can no magistrate or court of law demand or impose ? 

Excessive bail or sureties, excessive fines, cruel or un- 
usual punishments. 

Who can declare martial law? 

The legislature only. 

What is csHcntial to the protection of the rights of tl»c citizen 1 

An impartial interpretiition of the laws and adminis- 
tration of justice ; and for this end judges, free, impartial, 
ind independent Therefore the judges of the supreme 
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souri ought to hold office during good behavior, and to 
have honorable salaries established by standing laws. 

What is necessary that tbo goverumout may be oue of laws, not 
of men 1 

That the executive, jndidali and legislative depart* 
ments be kept separate. 



PART SECOND. 

CHAPTER L 

THB LB6ISLA.TIVE POWERS. 

SECTION I. 
TUB GUNERAL COURT. 

Of what branches does the legblatare consist 1 
Two, a Senate and House of Representatives, each with 
a negative on the other. 

When does the leg^atnre assemble 1 

Annually, on the firat Wednesday of January. 

When does a bill or resolve become a law f 
When it has passed both houses of the legislature and 
been signed by the governor. 

If the governor has objections to its passage what must he do 1 
Return it to the house in which it originated with his 

objections in writing. 
What is then the duty of the house receiving it 1 
To enter the objections at large on their journal, 

proceed to reconsider the bill, and then vote anew on its 

passage. 
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How may the bill become a law notwithstanding the governor's 
?eto1 

By a vote of two thirds of the members present in 
each house in its favor. 

Can a hill become a law in any other way without the gov- 
emor's signature ? 

If he neither signs nor vetoes it in five days after he 
receives it, it becomes a law. 

Is there any exception to this ? 

Yes, if the legislature adjourns before the five days 
expire, so that he could not return it to them, it fails to 
bcromo a law. 

What arc the powers of the legislature ? 
1. To establish courts. 2. To pass reasonable and 
wholesome constitutional laws. 3. To provide for the 
election or appointment of ofliccrs. 4. To prescril>e 
their duties. 5. To impose taxes, duties, and excises. 
6. To make, at least once in ten years, a valuation of 
estates. 



SECTION II. 



SENATE. 

How many senators are chosen ? 

Forty. From forty districts of equal population es- 
tablished by the legislature. 

Who determines their election and in what way 1 
The governor and council examine the returns made 
by the town clerks of the votes cast in each town, and 
the governor issues a summons to such persons as seem 
to have received the largest number of votes in each dis- 
trict. 
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Who is the final judge of the dection and qnalificatknis of the 
■enatorel 

The Senate itself 

If thore U a vocaucy m the Senate how ia it filled 1 

Bj a new election. 

What qualifications must a senator have 1 
He must have lived in tlie Suite for five years before 
his election and be an inliabitaut of the district 
What are the special powers of the Senate % 
To choose its officers and determine its own rules. 
What can the Senate tr/ f 
All impeachments. 

In such case to what is the punishment limited 1 
To removal from office and to disqualification to hold 
office. 



SECTION m. 

OV THB HOUSB OV BBFRBSSNTATITSS. 

Of how many members docs the House of Representatives con- 
sist? 

Two hundred and forty. 

How are the districts for the choice of representatives deter- 
mined 1 

A census is taken every ten years, beginning in 1865. 
The legislature Uien divides the members among the 
counties, and the counties arrange Uie districts as near 
equally as may be. 

How is the formation of the districts restricted % 

A town cannot be divided and not over three mem 
bers can be allotted to one district 

What penalty may be imposed on districts that neglect to send * 

The legislature may fine them. 
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What are the qualifications of a represeiilAtive 1 
He must have resided in the district one year. 

What power has the House of Itepresentatives 1 
They are the grand inquest of the State, and impeach 
oiRcei-s before the Senate. 

What bills must originate with the house 1 

All money bills. 

What other rights have they 1 

They are judges of the election of their members, 
elect their own oflicers and establish their own rules, and 
can punish for contempt. 

What privilege have they 1 

They cannot be arrested on mesne process while at- 
tending the legislature. 



CHAPTER II. 

EXECUTIVE POWER. 
SECTION I. 

GOVEIINOR. 

Who is the supreme executive magistrate, and what is his 
title ? 

The governor, and his title is His Excellency. 

How often is he chosen 1 
Annually. 

What are his qualifications? 

He must have lived in the State seven years, and 
have a freehold estate of one thousand pounds. 
By whom is he elected and when 1 

By a plurality of the lawful voters, on the Tuesday 
after the first Mondjiv of November. 
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When does his tenn of office ben^n 1 

On the first Wednesday of January. 

What power has the governor 1 
To call together the CSoundl. 
YiThat power have the governor and conncUl 
To adjourn or prorogue the le^^lature at their re* 
quest and to cull them togetlier. 

If the houses dbiugree as to the thne of acyoummeut, can the 
governor and council adjourn them 1 
Yes, but not for more than ninety days. 

YiTho is the commander-in-chief f 
The governor. 

What limitation is there on his authority 1 
He cannot order the militia out of the State except 
by their consent or that of the State. 

YiTho has the power to pardon 1 

The governor with the council, but only after convic- 
tion. 

What officers are nominated and appointed h/ the governor 
with the consent of the council 1 

All judicial officers and coroners, and notaries public. 

Who elect militia officers 1 

The pnvates elect their captains and subalterns, they, 
the field officers, they, the brigadiers. The major-gener- 
als are elected by the legislature. 

How is money drawn from the treasury f 
By a warrant from the governor with the consent of 
council. 

When must all boards make returns 1 
Quarterly. 

What salaries must he allowed the governor and supreme 
court 1 

Fixed, permanent, and honorable salaries. 
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SECTION II. 

LIEUTENAW T-OOYERNOR . 

What are the qualifications and manner of election of the 
lientenant-govemor ? 

The same as of the governor. 

What is his title ? 
His Honor. 

What position has he, bj Tirtne of his office ? 

He is a member of the council. 

When does he act as governor 1 

When the chair of governor shall be vacant by rea- 
son of his death, absence from the Commonwealth, or 
otherwise. 

SECTION III. 

OF THE COUNCIL, AND THE MANNER OF SETTLING ELECTIONS BT 

TUB LEGISLATURE. 

Of how nianj does the conncil consist and how is it chosen 1 

Of eight persons cliosen by districts, 
llcw id a vacancy filled 1 

By a new election. 

When have they the power of the governor 1 
When the ofFices of governor and Jicutcnant-gov- 
ernor are vacant. 

What is their ordinary duty 1 
To advise the governor. 

SECTION IV. 

SECRETARf, TREASURER, ETC. 

By whom are the secretary, treasurer, and receiver-general, 
Auditor, and nttorney-gener»il chosen ? 

By the people annnally. 

For how many succi'ssivo years is the treasurer eligible 1 
Five only. 
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CHAPTER in. 

JUDIOIABT POWER. 

Where must the tenure of office be expreaied 1 
In the commissions. 

How long do jiuliciiil otHcem hold their ponitiousl 
During good behavior, subject to removal by the gov- 
ernor on address of the legislature. 

Who can require the opinion of the supreme court on hnpor- 
tant questions 1 

Tlic governor or either house of the legislature. 
How long do justices of the peace hold office f 
Seven years. 



CHAPTER V. 

THB UNIVERSITY AT CAMBRIDGE AND THE BNOOURAaB- 

MENT OF LITERATURE. 

What is confirmed to Harvard College 1 
All its rights, privileges, and property. 

Who controls the manner of choosing overseers 1 
The legislature. 

What is the duty of legislatures and magistratesi 
To cherish litoratu]*o and schools, to encourage socie- 
ties for the promotion of the arts, sciences, and trades, 
and to inculcate charity, industry, honesty, sincerity, good 
humor, and all social affections and generous sentiments 
among the people. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OF OATHS, INCOMPATIBILITY OP OFFICES, COMMIS- 
SIONS, WRITS, CONFIRMATION OF LAWS, HABEAS COR- 
PUS, THE ENACTING STYLE, CONTINUANCE OF OFFI- 
CERS, REVISAL OF THE CONSTITUTION, ETC. 

What oaths mnst every oflRcer take 1 
The oath of allegiance to tho State and the oath of 
oflTicc to j>crform its duties faithfully. 

Are the governor, lieutenant-governor, or judges allowed to 
hohl any other office under this or any other government ? 

No, except that of justice of the peace. 

Wliat offices cannot he held at the same time ? 
Judge of probate, sheriff, register of probate, or reg- 
ister of deeds. 

How many other offices can he held at once ? 
Not more than two, — military offices and olRco of 
justic^n of the [wace exco|»i(ul. 

What offices are declared inconsistent with a seat in the leg- 
islature ? 

Judge of the supreme court, secretary, attorney-gen- 
eral, treasurer, ju<lge of pi-obate, commissary -general, 
president, professor, or instructor in Harvard College, 
sheriff, clerk of the house, register of probate, register 
of deeds, clerk of the supreme court, or officer of the 
customs, or any office under the United States. 

What with a seat in the council ? 

Judge of the supreme or probate courts. 

What with a seat in Congress ? 

Judge of any court, attorney-general, county attor- 
ney, clerk of any court, sheriff, treasurer, register of 
probate, and register of deeds. 

What is a disqualification for every office 1 
A conviction of bribery. 
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What provinon is made concerning commiaaionef 

Tliey are in the name of the CSommouwealth, fiigned 
by the governory attested by the secretttry, and under 
the great seal. 

What concerning writs 1 

They are in the name of the Commonwealth, signed 
by the dcrk, bear the test of the first justice, and are 
under the seal of the court 

What laws are continued 1 

All not repugnant to the Constitution. 

How slmll the [irivilege and benefit of the writ of kabea* cor- 
pus be ei\{oyed 1 

In the most free, easy, cheap, expeditious, and ample 
manner. 

ARTICLE OF AIIENDIIKNT. 

Who is empowered to establish cities 1 

The legislature, but only towns of over twelve thou- 
sand inhabitants can be made cities without their con- 
sent. 

What are the qualifications of a voter 1 
Residence in the State one year, in the district six 
months, and ability to read and write. 

How are ameudmouts to the Constitution made 1 

After passing two legislatures, by a majority in the 
Senate and two tliinls vote in tlie House of Representa- 
tives, they are ratified by the people by a miyority vota 

To what is it illegal to apply any school mone/ 1 

To the support of any sectarian school. 

How are shcrifis, registers of probate, commissioners of in* 
Bolveucy, and clerks of the courts to be elected ^ 
By the people. 

When is a census to be taken. 

In 18 Go and every ten years after. 



THE 

GENERAL STATUTES OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



PART I. 

OF THE INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

TITLE I. 

OF THE JURISDICTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH, 
LEGISLATURE, STATUTES, PUBLIC REPORTS, AND 
DOCUMENTS. STATE LIBRARY, AND OTHER PUB- 
LIC PROPERTY. 

CHAPTER I. 

OF THE JURISDICTION OP THE COMMONWEALTH AND 
PLACES CEDED TO TUB UNITED STATES. 

What are the territorial limits of the Commonwealth ? 

One marine league from its sea-shore at low water- 
mark ; and where an arm of the sea does not exceed two 
marine leagues in width between its headlands, a straight 
line from headland to headland is equivalent to the shore 
line. 

How far does the sovereignty and jurisdiction of the Common- 
wealth extend ? 

To all places within its boundaries, except places 
3eded to the United States, where the United States has 
concurrent jurisdiction. 

What and how many places are ceded to the United States ? 
Forts, arsenals, dockyards, light-houses, hospitals, 
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navy yards, life-saving stations, post-ofllces, and other 
government buildings, more than seventy in number. 

How are damages ameiiiicd when the Uuited States takes laud Y 
By the county commissioners, with a right to appeal 
to the courts of the Commonwealth. 



CHAPTER II. 

OF THE LSOISLATUBB. 

Who may take seats as members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives I 

The persons whose names are upon the lists delivered 
to the sergeant-at-arms. 

How are these lists made up t 

From the certificates of election which are examined 
by the secretary of state. 

When and by whom is the house called to order t 

On the first Wednesday of January, by the eldest 
member present. 

What must a person do before presenting a petition alTcctiug 
the rights and interests of individuals or private corporations? 

Publish tlie petition for four weeks successively in 

some newspaper approved of by the secretary of state 

and published in the counties where such individuals 

live or in which such corporations are established. The 

last publication must be at least fourteen days before 

the next session of the General Court. 

If the rights of a city or town are affected by such a petition, 
what must be done in addition to the above 1 

A copy must be served upon the city or town by a 
person not interested in the petition, at least fourteen 
days before the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
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the month of November preceding the session at which 
the petition is to be presented. 

When ftpplication is made for an act of incorporation, or for an 
alteration or extension of charter, how long before the session 
must notice be published ? 
Four weeks. 

What must be specified in such notices ? 

The nmonnt of capital stock required, or in case of 
extension or alteration of a charter, already granted, the 
fact that the charter exists. 

What coni])cnsation does each member of the senate and house 
of representatives receive 1 

Seven hundred and fifty dollars for the regular annual 
session, and one dollar for every five miles travel, once 
in each session, from the place of abode of the member 
to the place of meeting of the General Court. 



CHAPTER III. 

OP THE STATUTES. 

How are the laws promulgated ? 

By the publication each year of a volume under the 
direction of the secretary of state containing the acts 
and resolves passed during the last session, the gov- 
ernor's address and messages, the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth, a list of names changed and returned 
during the preceding year by the probate courts, and a 
list of the officers of the civil government. 

Is there any other publication of the laws required ? 

Yes, the secretary must publish the general laws and 

other official information in such newspaper as he may 

select. 

a 
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When do statutes take effect t 

If tlie time iti not exprossly preacribecl, ilio sUitatos 
take effect on the thirtieth day next after they liave been 
passed and approved. 



TITLE II. 

OF ELECTIONS. 
CHAPTER VL 

OF THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. 

What are the quaUfications required to give a native-born man 
the right to vote 1 

1. lie nuist be twenty-one years of ago and upwanlsi 
and be able to read the Constitution in the Euglisli lan- 
guage, and write bis name. 

2. IIu must bave resided within the State one year, 
and within the city or town in which he claims a right 
to vote six months next preceding any election of city, 
town, county, state, or national olRcers. 

3. He must have paid a state or county tax in this 
State within two years next preceding sudi election. 

What additional qualifications must a foreign-born man have Y 
He must have proved to one of certain state or United 
States courts prescribed, that he has lived within the 
United States five years and been a law abiding per- 
son in order to be naturalized, and then he must have 
lived two yeai*8 within the jurisdiction of the United 
States subsequent to his naturalization. 

What means are used to ascertain who are the legal voters 'i 
1. The collectors of state and county taxes keep ac- 
curate lists of the names of those who pay taxes to 
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them ; and twice a year, about a fortnight before the 
election days, they return tlieir lists to the mayor and 
aldermen and selectmen of the respective cities and 
towns from which they make their collections. 

2. The mayor and aldermen and selectmen of cities 
and towns, at least ten days before the election days^ 
make correct alphabetical lists of all persons qualified 
to vote, and post them in two or more public places in 
their respective cities and towns. 

3. The mayor and aldermen and selectmen have ses- 
sions at some convenient place within forty-eight hours 
of election days, for the purpose of receiving evidence of 
the qualifications of persons claiming a right to vote and 
of correcting the lists. 



CIIArTER VII. 

OF TnB MANNER OF OONDUCTING ELECTIONS AND 

RETURNING VOTES. 

What is the penalty if a mnn, knowing he is not quah'ficd, 
wilfnlly votes for any candidate, or gives more than one ballot, or 
wilfully gives a false answer to the officer presiding at an elec- 
tion, or votes under a false name ? 

A sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for each 
offence, or imprisonment not over six months. 

What is the penalty for bribery, or attempt to influence by 
threats or otherwise a qualified voter to give or withhold his vote 
at an election 1 

A fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or impris- 
onment in the county jail or house of correction for a 
term not exceeding one year, or both, at the discretion 
of the court. 
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What U tho penalty for aiding and abetting an unquaUfiod |m^ 
aon to vote ? 

A sum not exceeding fifty dollars for each offence. 

How is disorder at an election punished 1 
By a fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 
What is done with the ballots cast and the check list f 
They are sealed up and preservedi so there can be a 
recouuti if tliere is a dispute. 



CHAPTER Yin. 

OF THE ELECTION OF OOTEBNOR AND OTHER STATE 

OFFIOEllS. 

When are the goyemor and other state ofBceri elected I 
The Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber of each year. 

How many votes axe necessary to elect t 
A plurality. 



CHAPTER IX. 

OF THE ELECTION OF BEPEESENTATITES IN CONGRESS 
AND ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VIOE-PRESI- 
DBNT. 

Into how many Congressional districts is the State at present 
divided ? 

Eleven, each electing one representative. These dis- 
tricts may be altered by law, and are increased according 
to the census. 

When and how often are Congressmen elected % 

On the state election day once in two years. 
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How are yncancies filled ? 
By new elections ordered by the governor. 
What provisions are made concerning the presidential election t 

1. On Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber of the year when the President is elected, the voters 
shall vote for the whole number of the presidential elec- 
tors to which the Commonwealth is entitled. 

2. Tlic names of all the electors to 1)0 chosen shall l>e 
written on each ballot ; and each ballot shall contain 
the name of at least one inhabitant of each congressional 
district into which the Commonwealth shall be then di- 
viflc<l ; and shall designate the congressional district to 
which he belongs. 

If a majority of the whole number of electors are not chosen 
how are the residue chosen ? 

By the legislature on joint ballot of the senators and 
representatives in one room, having been called together 
by a proclamation from the governor. 

When and where do the electors mcctt and how do they fill 
vacancies caused by death, absence, or deficiency in number at the 
time of their meeting ? 

The electors meet at the State House in Boston on 
the Tuesday preceiling the first Wednesday of December 
following their election at three o'clock in the afternoon. 
They forthwith fill any vacancies by election from the 
citizens of the Commonwealth. 

When do they ballot for President and Vice-President, and 
what is the method of voting ? 

On the beforementioned first Wednesday they vote by 

ballot for one person for President and one person for 

Vice-President of the United Stntcs, one of whom at lojtst 

shall not l)e an inhabitant of this Commonwealth. They 

vote on separate ballots and send certified lists of all 

yersons voted for sealed to the seat of government of 
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the United SUM directed to the fMretideat of tho 

ate. 



CHAPTEB X. 

OF THB BLBCTION OP DISTRICT AND COUNTT OmOBBS. 

For how loug a tenn of office aro diitrict or proioeiitbf attor- 
iieyM, elorlui of courta, regiiiteni of prolmte, sheriffii, oouiity com- 
miiisioQera, county ireasurera, re|p«tert of deeds, etc, elected I 

Clerks of courts and registers of probate for live 
yeai's, the other officers for three years. 

How are vacandM filled t 

Gouerally by election ordered by the governor. 



TITLE III. 

OF THE ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES. 

CHAPTER XL 

OP THE ASSESSMKNT OP TAXES. 

Upon whom is a poll tax assessed I 

Upon every male inhabitant of the Commonwealth 
aI)0V6 the ago of twenty years, whether a citizen of the 
United States or an alien. 

What kinds of property are subject to taxation Y 

Real and personal property of the inhabitants of this^ 
State not expressly exempted by law.*^ ^ ' ** * -^ »' '-^ - ^^ 

What property is expressly exempted from taxation t 

1. The property of the United States. 

2. The property of the Commonwealth. 

8. The personal property of literary, benevolent, 
charitable, and scientific institutions incorporated within 
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this Ck)minon wealth, and their real estate occupied bj 
them or their officers for the purposes for which tliey 
were incorporated. 

4. All ])roperty of common school districts, the in- 
come of which is appropriated to the purposes of edu- 
cation. 

5. The Bunker Hill Monument. 

6. 'Hie household furniture of every person not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars in value, his wearing ap- 
parel, farming utensils, and mechanics* tools necessary 
for carrying on his business. 

7. Houses of religious worship, and the pews and fur- 
niture (except for parochial purposes). 

8. Cemeteries, tombs, and rights of burial, so long as 
the same shall be dedicated to the burial of the dead. 

9. The property to the amount of $500, of a widow 
or unmarried female, and of any female minor whose 
father is (hM!eas(»d, if her whole projiorty, not otherwise 
exempted from tsixation, does not exceed $1,000. 

10. Mules, horses, and neat cattle less than one 
year old; and swine and sheep less than six months 
old. 

11. The polls and any portion of the estates of per- 
sons who by reason of age, infirmity, and poverty are, 
in the judgment of the assessors, unable to contribute 
fully toward the public charges. 

Where is the tax on real estate nsscRsed ? 

In the town where the estate lies. 
Where is ))er80Da1 estate within or without this State assessed ? 

It is assessed to the owner in the city or town where 
he is an iidiabitant on the first day of May. 
What exceptions are there to this rnlo ? 

1. All goods, wares, and merchandise, and stock in 
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trade, including stock, machinerj, eta, emplojed in 
manufacturing, shall be taxed where tlie owners live 
or occupy manufactories, stores, eta, or where tlie 
machinery is situated or employed; and in assessing 
stockholders for their sliares in any manufacturing cor- 
poration, there shall first be deducted from the value 
thereof the value of the macliinery and real estate be 
longing to such corporation. 

2. Domestic animals are assessed to the owners in 

the places where they are kept. 

,^t4_ 3. Trust funds are assessed to trustees where they 

I l^tAvj . i- live, if they live in this State, in equal poitions if there 

.. . \ . be more than one, and if there are no trustees, then the 

^ /| V { ; beneficiary is assessed, if he live in the State. 

Who is assessed for mortgaged personal property t 
The person who has the possession. 

How are partnerships assessed ? 

Tliey are jointly taxed under their partnership name 
in the place where their business is carried on, for all 
the personal property employed in such business (ex- 
cept ships or vessels). If they have places of business 
in two or more towns, they shall be taxed in each place 
for the proportion of property employed therein. When 
so jointly taxed, each' partner is liable for the whole. 

How are ships or vessels taxedl 

To the several partners in their places of residence 
proportionally to their interests therein. 

By what rules are all taxes assessed? 

The rules of this act. 

If the assessors of any place neglect to assess and certify as 
the law requires, who is liable ? 

The town or city where the neglect occurs. 

Are keepers of boarding-houses and taverns, and even masters 
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And mistresRes of dwclling-honses obliged to give names of per- 
sons taxable living therein ? 

Yes ; and for false information given to an assessor a 
penalty is provided. 

Is anj notice given to the inhabitants of an assessment ? 

Yes. A notice is posted in public places which re- 
quires the inhabitants to bring in to the assessors, within 
a time therein specified, true lists of all their polls and 
estates not exempt from tax. 

How are these lists verified ? 

By oath administered by either of the assessors. 

What valnation shall assessors make of all property ? 

A fair cash vahintion. 

When the verified lists are not presented what is done ? 
The assessors make an estimate of the property not 
accounted for according to their Injst information. 

Upon whom is such estimate conclusive ? 

Upon all persons who have not brought in lists of 
their estates, unless they can show reasonable excuse 
for the omission. 

Who collects these assessments ? 

The collector, or if no collector be chosen, a constable, 
or if there is no constable, the sheriff or his deputy. 

To whom shall any person apply for abatement of taxes ? 
To the assessors. 

What appeal is there from the decision of the assessors 1 
To the county commissioners within one month. 

How soon mnst snch abatement be applied for ? 
Within six months. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

OF THIS COLLECTION OF TAXES. 

What are tlie duties of the eoUectorl 

1. To collect according to the warrant from tlie as* 
sessors. 

2. To deiuand ptiyment personally^ or at the plaee 
of abode of the person taxed. 

3. To levy, by distress or sdzure and sale of goods, 
the tax upon any persons refusing to pay, including in 
the di&ti*ess any shares in corporations incorporated un- 
der authority of this Commonwealth. 

What property is exen])>t from such diittrcBst 

1. The tools or implements necessary for the tnule or 
oc<mp:itiou of the |>or8on Uixe<l. 

2. Beasts of the plough uecessaiy for cultivation of 
improved lands. 

3. Militaiy arms. 

4. Housekeeping utensils necessary for upholding 
life. 

5. Bedding and apparel necessary for the family. 
How long shall the collector keep property under dlstreas? 

For four days at least, and at the owner's expense. 

How shall the property be sold for taxes and charges of din- 
tress? 

By public auction within seven days after the seizure. 

Under what clrcuinstauces may a person he imprisoned for 
iiou-imymont of taxes 1 

If a ]>erson neglects or refuses, for fourteen days after 
demand, to pay taxes, and the collector cannot find suffi- 
cient goods upon which the tax may be levied. 

How can such person be discharged ? 

By paying the tax ; or, if unable to pay, by taking 
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the poor debtor's oath, as if he were arrested on execu- 
tion. 

If a person after assessment and before payment of his tax 
moves out of the precinct of the collector, how can he be forced 
to pay his tax ? 

By distress or commitment as before, the sheriff of 
the county or constable of the town to which he has 
removed acting for the collector, if necessary. 

How can a tax upon the personal estate of a deceased person 
be collected ? 

The collector may maintain an action of contract in 
his own name, as for his own debt, against the execu- 
tor or a<1initnstrator. 

How arc taxes on real estate secured ? 

They constitute a lien on the real estate for two years 
after they are committed to the collector, and they may 
be levied with costs and expenses by sale of real estate, 
if not paid within fourteen days after a demand of pay- 
ment made either upon the person taxed, or upon any 
person occupying the estate. 

If the mortgagee in possession, or a non-resident owner by his 
attorney, give notice to the clerk of the town or city of their 
possession, is demand of payment sufficient, if made to them 1 

Yes; and otherwise no demand need be made of 
payment of taxes assessed on the real estate of non- 
resident owners. 

What deed for the real estate or rents and profits sold shall 
the collector execute and deliver to the purchaser ? 
A deed stating — 

1. The cause of the sale. 

2. The price for which the property sold. 

3. The name of the person on whom demand was 
made. 

4. The places where notices were posted. 
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5. The newspaper in which the advertisement of the 
sale was published. 

G. The place of residence of the grantee. 
Within Low mauy days of the sale must this deed be recorded Y 
Thirty days. 

How may real property thus sold and conveyed be redeemed Y 
The owner or his heirs or assigns may, within two 
years from the day of the sale, redeem his property by 
paying or tendering to the purchaser or his heirs or 
assigns the sum paid by him, with ten per cent, interest 
and all necessary intervening charges. 

ilow may rents and proiits so 8old be redconied ? 
Within two years they may be redeemed as they are 
when taken on execution. 

(^an the ])crson, who haid such title to the property that ho 
uii;;lit have rucovcriul Ihc property, il' no salu had been made, 
redeem 'i 

Yes, in some cases, if he tries within two years after 

he has had actual notice of the sale. 

In what cases can he so redeem his property ? 

1. When no person is named in the tax list as the 
owner or occupaut of the premises, it being taxed as 
belonging to persons unknown. 

2. When the person named in the list is not the right- 
ful owner. 

3. When there is any errur in the name of the person 
intended to be taxed. 

4. Mortgagees of record. 

If the purchaser of real estate sold for non-payment of taxes 
cainiol be found in tlie place of whicli lie is described in the col- 
lector's deed as resident, how can the owner redeem ? 

By paying to the treasurer of the place in which it is 
situated the amount he would be required to pay to the 
purchaser. 
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TITLE IV. 

OF THE MILITIA. 
1874. CHAPTER CCCXX. 

[In place of Chapter xiii.) 

Who are enrolled in the myitis. ? 

Every able-bodied male citizen resident witbin tbis 
State between the ages of eighteen and forty -five years, 
mth. some exceptions on account of mental disability, 
srime, and incompatible occupations. 

How and by whom is the enrolment accomplished 1 

13y the assessors, who annually in May or June make 
lists of persons living witbin their districts liable to 
enrolment. 

Wlien are the enrolled militia subject to active duty ? 

When ordered by the commander-in-cbief, by draft or 
otherwise, in case of war, invasion, the prevention of 
invasion, the suppression of riots, and to aid civil officers 
in tbo execution of the laws of the Commonwealtb. 

Give some of the exemptions from military duty. 
Justices and clerks of courts of record, sheriffs, clergy- 
men, practising physicians, superintendents of state in- 
stitutions and tbeir assistants, keepers of light-bouses, 
telegrapbic operators, conductors and engine-drivers of 
railroad trains, seamen actually emjiloyed, or who have 
been so employed witbin three months next preceding 
the time of enrolment. 

How does the active militia differ from the enrolled f 
It is made up of volunteers, and is ordered into ser- 
vice before the enrolled militia is called upon. 
How many men constitute the active militia ? 
Five tbousand, officers and men ; for tbe most part 
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infantry, there being only six companies of cavalry and 
five of light artillery. 

For how loug a term do volunteers eulist 1 
For three yeai-s. They are exempt from jury duty. 



TITLE VI. 
CHAPTER XVII. 

COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS. 

What is a county ? 

A body politic and corporate, for certain purposes. 

For what ])urposcs ? 

1. To sue and be sued. 

2. To purchase and hold for the use of the county 
personal estate, and lands lying within its own limits. 

3. To make necessary contracts and do necessary acts 
in relation to the property and concerns of the county. 

What powers have the county commissioners 1 

1. To provide for erecting and repairing county 
buildings. 

2. To represent their county and to have the care of 
the property, and the management of the business and 
concerns of the county. 

3. To hear parties in dispute about county roads and 
other county works, and enforce attendance and order 
Ht such hearings. 

4. To establish meridian lines. 

Who are the county commissioners for Boston ? 

The aldermen of the city ; except in reference to trials 
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by jury for the recovery of damages in laying, altering, 

or discontinuing highways or town ways. 

Who are county commissioners for tho rest of Suffolk 
County 1 

Tlie county commissioners of Middlesex County. 
What other county officers are there 1 
A treasurer, a board of examiners of accounts, sher- 
iffs, coroners, and registers of deeds and of probate. 

• 

What are some of the duties of a sheriff? 

To serve writs, summon juries, make arrests, attend 
courts in their county, and meetings of the county com- 
missioners when so ordered, appoint deputies, to trans- 
mit returns of elections, taxes, etc., from county or town 
to state officials, to preside at trials by jury in highway 
cases, to have care and rule of jails, and except in Suf- 
folk County, of the Houses of Correction. 

What are some of the duties of a coroner ? 

1. To Runnnon a jury of six men to asccrtnin the 
cause of a death unexplained, sudden, violent, or in 
prison. 

2. To return their verdict ; and if the verdict charges 
homicide upon any one, to have such person arrested 
and committed to prison to await trial. 

8. To act as sheriff when that office is vacant. 
What do registers of deeds and of probate record 1 

1. Registers of deeds record and make indexes of 
records of all conveyances of lands and agreements con- 
cerning lands, and similar documents. 

2. Registers of probate record and keep on file all 
matters concerning wills and the administration and dis- 
tribution of estates of deceased persons. 
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TITLE VII. 

OF TOWNS AND CITIES. 
CHAPTER XVnL 

OF THB POWERS OF TOWNS, AMD TU8 SLBOTIOK; 
QUALIFICATION, AND DUTIES OF TOWN OFFI0KB8. 

What 18 a town, and what are some of it* powers and dutieal 

It is a corporate body, like a county, aud in general 

has the same power over its own limits. 

For what purposes can a town at legal meetings appropriate 
money 1 

1. For tlie support of town schoob. 

2. For Uie relief of the poor. 

8. For laying out, repairing, etc., of highways and 
town ways. 

4. For procuring the writing and publishing of their 
town histories. 

5. For burial grounds. 

6. For the destruction of noxious animals. 

What can the town do concerning its internal gOTemmentf 

It can make orders and by-laws, not repugnant to the 

laws of the State, for the management of its prudential 

affairs, for preserving peace and good order, and fur the 

iiiuiiitcnauce of its police. 

How large a penalty can the town affix for breaches of such 
orders or by-laws 1 

A flue not exceeding twenty dollara for ono offence. 
By what authority are the by-laws of a town approved 1 

The superior court or a justice thereof in vacation. 
Who may vote at town meetings ? 

I. Every male citizen of twenty-one years and up- 
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wards who has lived in the State one year and within the 
town six months next preceding a meeting fur the trans- 
action of town affairs, and who has paid a state or conn- 
ty tux which, within two years next prece<ling snch meet- 
ing, has hcen :i8scssed npon him in any town. 

2. Every citizen who is hy law exempted from tiixation, 
and in all other respects qualified as aforesaid. 

When nrc town incctingM held 1 

The annual town meeting is held in February, March, 
or April ; and other meetings when the selectmen order. 

Cau meetings be adjourned ? 

Yes, from time to time, and to any place within the 
town. 

By what authority are town meetings held ? 
By a warrant from the hands of the selectmen directed 
to the constable, who shall notify the titne and place of 
the meeting and all the subjects to be there acted upon. 

What Ruhj«ct8 shall he acto«l ii|M)n ami have Ingal efKu'tl 
Sncli only jis arc set forth in the warrant in writing 
by I ho Rrh»c'tm(Mi. 

How phall a town meeting he called if the selectmen unreason- 
ably refuse to call it ? 

Any justice of the peace at the request of ten or more 
voters may call a meeting by his warrant directed to the 
constiibles, or if there are no constables, to those apply- 
ing for the meeting, in the same way as the selectmen 
would do and in the same form. 

Who presides at all town meetings except meetings for the 
election of n.itional, state, district, and county officers ? 
A mod<?rsitc)r, who is choson by the incepting. 

What powers and duties has a moderator besides firesiding ? 
1. To administer oaths of office to any town olficer 
chosen at the meetiufj. 

3 
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2. To regulate Uie busiaeM and proGeodlngs of the 
meeting. 

3. To decide all questions of onler. 

4. To make public declaration of all votes passed. 

Suppose a doubt about tbe result of a vote arises, wbat is 

douel 

Upon the ap|H^^il of seven or more voters present^ (lie 
moderator maizes tbe vote certain by polling tbe voles 
or dividing the meeting. 

What power has the moderator of keeping order 1 
lie may order a disorderly person to withdraw from 
the meeting, and if not obeyed, he may oi*der the con* 
stable or any other person to take the ofTunder fi'om the 
meeting and confine him in some convenient place until 
the meeting is adjourned. 

To what peualty is such disorderly person subject 1 
A fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

Wliat penalty attaches to a moderator or presiding ofileer who 
reads a ballot without leave of the voter 1 
A fine not exceeding fifty dollars. 

What are the to^vn officers chosen at a town meeting f 

(a.) A town clerk. 

(b.) Three, ^ve, seven, or nine selectmen. 

(c) Three or more assessors, and if the town deem 
it expedient, three or more assistant assessors. 

(d.) Three or more overseers of the poor. 

(c.) A town treasurer. 

(f.) One or more surveyors of highways. 

(g.) Constables, who shall also be collectors of taxes, 
unless other persons are specially chosen collectors. 

(h.) Field drivers. 

(i.) Two or more fence-viewers. 

(k.) One or more surveyors of lumber. 
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(1.) Measurers of wood and bark and some other mi- 
nor officers. 

What town officers aro elected by ballot ? 
Town clerk, selectmen, assessors, treasurer, constables, 
and mo<lcrator. 

Is anjr person obliged to serve as a town officer ? 

Yes, but not for two years successively. 

Wliut oxc'c»|»lio!W OB to tlio offico of constable 1 

No Suite or United States olUcer, minister of tlie gos- 
pel, member of the Council, Senate, or Ilonsc of Rop- 
resontntivcs, fireman, or i^erson who has been consta- 
ble or collector of a town within seven years next pre- 
ceding shall be oblig(Ml to accept the ollice of ('.onstable. 

What must a constable do in order to have the power of serv- 
ing all civil processes in personal actions where the damages are 
not laid at a greater sum than three hundred dollars ? 

Give bond with sureties for three thousand dollars. 

What are the duties of the town clerk ? 

To keep the records. 

Of the treasurer 1 

To receive and pay out all money. 
What power has the mayor of a city 1 
A veto on acts and resolves of the common coun- 
cil and aldermen. 



ACT OF 1874. CHAPTER CCCLXXXVI. 

OP CENSUS. 
[In place of General statutes, Chapter XX.] 

How often and by whom is the Stntc census taken 1 
Every tenth year from the year 18G5, by such of the 

assessors of the several cities and towns as the bureau 

of statistics of labor shall appoint. 
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CIIAPTEtt XXI. 

OF THB BBOISTRT, BTO., OF DIRTUS, MARRUOBSy AVD 

DKATUS. 

Who regiBtexs deaths, maniagei , and birtha f 

The clerk of each city and town, or in towns oyer 

10,000, a registrar is sometimes elected. 

How does he get his iiiformatioul 

Parents, physicians, and undertakers are obliged to 
give notice of births, deaths, and burials. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

OF WORKnOUSBS AND ALMSHOUSES. 

For wliat peraomi can a towu or city provide a workhouM 1 
For poor and indigent persons who are maintained bj 
or receive alms from the city or town. For persons 
able of body to work, and not having estate or means 
otherwise to maintain themselves, who refuse, or n^lect 
to work. For |)cr80us who Icsul a dissolute, vagrant life. 
For pei*sons who spend tlioir time and propei*ty at pub- 
lic houses to the neglect of their proper business, or who 
otherwise misspend what they earn, to the impoverish- 
ment of themselves and their families. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

OF WATCH AND WARD. 

How is the town or city watch established ? 
By the city or town government. The mayor and 
aldermen or selectmen a[»point the person suitable to 
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be officer of the watch, the town or city having deter- 
mined the number and qualiflcntions of the persons em- 
ployed as watchmen. 

What duties and powo.ra have these watchmen ? 

1. To prevent disonlers and difiturbjinw*^. 

2. During the niglit-timo to examine nil jjersons 
abroad whom they suspect of unlawful designs. 

3. To disperse any assembly of three or more such 
persons. 

4. To enter any building for the purpose of suppress- 
ing riot or breach of the peace therein. 

5. To arrest and imprison until morning, any sus- 
pected pei*sons not giving satisfactory account of them- 
selves, persons not dispersing when ordered so to do, 
rioters or their aiders or abettors. 

G. To take all persons so imprisoned before a police 
court or trial justice to be examined and proceeded 
against. 
What persons arc liable to service as watchmen ? 

Every able-bodied male of the age of eighteen years 
or upwnnls, but a man can hire a substitute. 

What persons are exempt from this service 1 

Justices of the peace, mayors, aldermen, selectmen, 
shcriir^, settled ministers of the g<>si>el, and persons 
living more than two miles from the place where such 
watch and ward is kept. 

IIuw larf^e must a village bo in order that it may bo made a 
watch district 1 

It must have at least one thousand inhabitants. 



( 
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CIIAITER XXIV. 

OV FIURS AND FIUB l>KPAftTlIEHT8. 

Who appointo flrewanU for towns 1 

The selectmen appoint them annually, in Id^utili or 

April. 

Is the person appointed obliged to serve f 

Yes, unless excused by the selectmen. 
What is the first duty of the firewards 1 

To be present at the fire with a suitable badge of 

ofTicc. 

Who has power to order the demolition of buildings to prevent 
further spread of fire 1 
The engineer in command. 

What rule does the statute establish in reference to Indemnify* 
ing the owner of tlie building demolished? 

(a.) If such pulling down or demolishing of a building 
is the means of stopping the fire, or if the fire stops be- 
fore it comes to the same, the owner shall be entitled to 
recover a reasonable compensation from the town or 
city. 

(6.) But when such building is that in which the fire 
first broke out, the owner shall receive no compensation. 

What powers have the firewardsbesides that before mentioned ? 

1. To command assistance for extinguishing fire and 
removing furniture, goods, or merchandise from a build- 
ing on fire or in danger thereof, and to apjioint guards 
to protect the same. 

2. To command assistance for pulling down buildings. 

3. To suppress all tumults and disorders at fires. 

4. To direct the stations and operations of the en- 
giuemen with their engines and others extinguishing 
Ihe fire. 
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What crime is it to purloin, embezzle, convej awaj, or conceal 
any furniture, goods, or chattels, merchandise, or efft'cts of persons 
whose buildings are on fire or endangered thereby, and not, with- 
in two days to restore or give notice thereof to the owner if 
known, or if unknown to one of the firewnrdFi, mayor, and alder- 
men, or selectmen of the place ? 

Larceny. 

What is the penalty for wantonly or raalicionsly injuring a 
fire-engine or the apparatus belonging thereto ? 

A fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by im- 
prisonment not exceeding two years, and by being fur- 
ther ordered to recognize with sufficient surety or sure- 
ties for good behavior during such time as the court 
shall order. 

Can the board of fire engineers prohibit the erection or main- 
tenance of any defective chimney, hearth, stove, oven, etc., or the 
Qse of any mixture which may produce spontaneous combustion ? 

Yes, they may establish rules and regulations to pro- 
hibit or regulate the use of ignited materials in the open 
streets, as well as in buiUHngs, and rules regarding what- 
ever else may give just cause of alarm or be the means 
of kindling or spreading fire. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

OF FENCES, POUNDS, ETC. 

What is a legal fence 1 

A fence four feet high and in good repair, or whatever 
the fence-viewers shall consider equivalent thereto. 

WIh» innint'iin partition fnnrrs ? 

The adjacent occiipaiits of lands inclosed with fences 
shnll maintain them, bearing the expense equally. 
ITow is this enforced upon a person who neglects or refuses to 
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bear his proportion of the ezpMiie of bnildiiig and malntftintng 
partition feneesi 

The party aggrieved may complain to two or more 
feuce-viewers of the place, who may, if the fence is inmif* 
ficienty direct the delinquent to repair or rebuild within 
fifteen days. 

If the delinquent does not rebuild within fifteen days, what 
happens 1 

The fence is rebuilt by the complainant, and the ex- 
penses doubled for the delinquent, who is obliged to pay 
them or incur still heavier expense. 

Who settles fence controversies? 

The fence- viewers, two or more at a time hearing com- 
plaints. 

What provisions does the statute mal^e concerning stray cattle f 
It requires each city and town to maintain one or 

more pounds sufficient for tlie purpose of keeping stray 

animals.^ 

Can cattle straying abroad be sold by the pound-keepers 1 
Yes, after due notice the cattle may be sold to defray 
the expenses of keeping them, and any money left is 
held subject to the order of the owners of the lost ani- 
oials. 

TITLE VIII. 

OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND BURIALS. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

OF THE rRESEHVATION OP THE PUBLIC HEALTH. 

By whom is the State Board of Health appointed ? 
By the governor. 

^ A recent statute (18G9, 3G6) allows field drivers to impound cattU 
distrained by them in their own lands. This act must be accepted by 
the towns before the {rawer h grunted to field drivers. 
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What health officers are chosen bj towim ? 

A board of health consisting of not less than three nor 
more than nine persons is chosen each year. 

What forms this bosird in cities ? 

The city council may constitute either a separate com- 
mittee or a branch of the city council as a board of 
health. 

Who are reflponsiblo, if this board is not appointed by the city 
council ? 

Tlie city council itself. 

What are the general powers of a board of health after proper 
publication of their regulations 1 

1. To <\\jimiiH», dost.roy, roniov**, or provnit nuisaucos 
and causes of sickness. 2. To order nuisances abated. 
3. To remove nuisances forcibly if necessary and at the 
expense of persons creating them. 4. To grant permits 
for removal of nuisances, infected articles, or sick per- 
sons. 5. To isolate infected persons and protect their 
districts from foreign infection. 6. To license under- 
takers. 

How can their powers be enforced ? 

By ofHccrs of the law with authority to impress into 
service houses for hospitals and all other necessities. 

What ndes are made concerning vaccination ? 

Parents and guardians shall cause their children and 
wards to be vaccinated before they att4iin the age of two 
years, and revaccinated whenever the selectmen or mayor 
and aldermen shall, after five years from the last vacci- 
nation, require it. 

What are the provisions made by to^-ns for quarantine grounds 1 
A town may establish a quarantine ground in a suita- 
ble place either within or without its own limits. 

Whnt are the seaport towns required to do 1 
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1. To establish the quarantine to be perfoiined by 
vessels coniing witliiu their harbors. 

2. To order vessels supposed to be infected to be re- 
moved to quarantine ground, and there thoroughly puri- 
fied at the expense of the owners of the vessel and cargo. 

What are towns to do iu case daugerous diseases exist witliin 
their limits 1 

To establish hospitals. If no hospitals are established, 
the board of health shall iinme^liately provide a hospital 
or place of reception for the sick and infected and cause 
the removal of any sick or infected pei*son thereto, unless 
the condition of such person will not admit of his re- 
moval without danger to his health. 

What duties have selectmen at times when any dangerous dis- 
ease is prevalent 1 

To use every possible precaution, assisting the board 

of health. 

What is the law concerning the duties of householders and 
physicians having knowledge of the existence of dangerous dis- 
ease ? 

They shall immediately give notice thereof to the 
selectmen or board of health, and if they neglect or re- 
fuse to give such notice they are subject to a fine for 
each offence. 

How arc oHunsive trades restrained and controlled ? 

The board of health — 1. Assigns places for the ex- 
ercise of such trades. 2. Prohibits their exei*cise in 
places not so assigned ; and 3. lilay forbid the exercise 
of such trade within the limits of the town or in any par- 
ticular locality thereof. 

What may towns erect ? 
Bathing and wash-houses. 
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OF TENEMENT HOUSES IN BOSTON. 

How aro tenement honses regnlated ? 
Rules are established to enforce cleanliness, safety, and 
hcaltli. 

What is prohibited ? 

The use of any cellar or underground room as a dwell- 
ing-honse or sleeping-room without the consent of the 
board of health, or the keeping domestic animals in tho 
house. 

How are these regulations enforced ? 

The owner must jx)8t hia name on the house and the 
health oflicer has access to it at all times. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

OF THE rUOMOTION OF ANATOMICAL SCIENCE. 

What are overseers of the poor and other ofBcers allowed to do 
with bodies about to be buried at the public expense 1 

They may give them to any physician or surgeon to be 
used for the advancement of anatomical science, prefer- 
ence being given to medical schools established by law, 
where the bodies are used in the instruction of students. 

What are such physicians required to do ? 
Give bonds to the poor oflicers that each body shall 
be used for scientific purposes, and after having been so 
used that it shall be decently buried. *• 

What are persous having charge of poor-houses required to do 
when A person required to be buried at the public expense dies? 
They must give immediate notice to the overseers of 
the poor, and permission for burial or for surrender to 
medical men for scientific purposes must be given. 
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Under what circumstance must such bodies be interred witb- 
out dissection ? 

1. If the deceased person during liis last sickness of 
his own accord requested to he huried. 

2. If witliin twenty-four liours after las death any per-* 
son claimhig to he, and satisfying the authorities that he 
is a friend or of kindred to the deceased, asks to have 
the body buried. 

8. If such deceased person was a stranger or traveller 
who suddenly died. 



CHAPTER XXVin. 

OF CICMKTKUIKS AND UIJIUALS. 

llow arc ccmetorics established and governed 1 
By corporations formed for the purpose. 

How are burial lots held by proprietors ? 

They are held indivisible and are inheritable. If not 
devised to a specified devisee, the directors of the corpo- 
ration designate who shall represent the heirs and hecome 
the actual holder of the lot. 

What are cities and towns required to do about burial places 1 

They nnist provide uiic or more places for the inter- 
UKMit of persons dying within their limits. 

How can burial grounds be enlarged 1 

By taking adjoining land by proceedings before the 
county commissioners. 

What is the penalty for impairing, injuring, or removing tombs, 
gravestones, etc., desecrating, or committing nuisiuice of any kind 
I'n a cemetery 1 

A tine for each offence of not less than five nor more 
than one hundred dollars. 
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TITLE IX. 
CHAPTER XXIX. 

OP THE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

What kind of paper is required for public records ? 

Paper wholly made of linen, preference I>eing given 

to paper of American or domestic manufacture. 

What are county commissioncm, Bclectmcn, city officers, and 
all other olTlccrs having charge of records required to do ? 

1. Have the records properly bound, indexed, and 
prolocto<l from (ire and water. 

2. "When papers are becoming illegible, to have them 
copied and certified to be true, and take the place of the 
originals. 

What officers are specially forbidden to remove the records 
under their charge from their sole custody unless summoned to 
do so by a court of law 1 

Registers of deeds, registers of courts, and the regis- 
ters and clerks of courts, cities, and towns. 

Is the. public allowed to inspect records of the counties/ cities, 
and towns ? 

Yes : and the ofTicers, for reasonable fees, will com- 
pare and certify to the correctness of the transcripts 
from their respective records. 
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TITLE X. 

OF PARISHES AND BELIQI0U8 80CIETIB8, AND OV 
REUQIOUS, CHARITABLE, AND EDUCATIONAL 
FUNDS AND ASSOCIATIONS. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

OF PARISHES AND RSLIGIOUS S0CIETIB8. 

What IS the organixation of moat religioiis locietieal 
They are corporate bodies, having power to hold real 
and personal estate for the purposes of religious worship 
and work. 

What are the rules concemiiig meiubersliip of these societies 1 

1. Each society may prescribe the manner in which 
persons may l>ecome members. 

2. No person except a member of such society shall 
have a right to vote. 

d. No person shall be made a member without his 
consent in writing. 

4. Any member wbhing to resign hb membership 
must file a written notice with the clerk of the society. 

5. Any society or parish may admit women to all its 
rights and privileges. 

What are the officers of a religious society 1 

Two or more assessors, a treasurer and collector, and 
a clerk. 

Who manage the affaiis of such a society 1 

The assessors, or a committee specially appointed for 
that purpose. 

What provisions are made to meet the peculiar organization of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church 1 

The rector or one of the wardens may exercise the 
power of a moderator, and the wardens may be the 
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assessors and standiug committee, but tliey must be 

elected by ballot. 

For what objects may money be raised b}' assessing the prop- 
erty of members of the society in the same way that town taxes 
are assessed ? 

1. For the settlement, maintenance, and support of 
ministers. 

2. For the building or repairing houses of worship. 

3. For sacred music. 

4. For the purchase and preservation of burial 
grounds. 

5. For all other necessary parish charges. 

What kind of projKxrty is a pew ? 
Personal property. 

What new method of assessment of taxes is allowed 1 
An assessment according to the value of the pews 
agreed ui>on, and recorded by the clerk. 

What dcnoininations of Christians are allowod to form under 
this general law their peculiar government, bcHidcs that already 
mentioned 1 

Tlie Methodist Episcopal and the African Methodist 
Episcopal. 

What limitation is put upon trustees of these dcuoniinnlious ? 

They are not allowed to control property exclusive of 
the meeting-house which returns an annual income of 
more than four thousand dollars. 




CIIAPTEB XXXL 



Bow kra gnaf and doutkow, vhatket of Mil m ftnonil 

utoto, iDkou ouil lie)d wlion i^vam to cbuichca, I)m fOtK «l 
cliuTchMii or till) Uoocoiis, wonUui, or oUmi odkoN oC a dnrch 1 

The deacons, cborcL wardens, or other uniilar offioen, 
if diizana of lite Commonffeolth, are deemed bodiea oar- 
porate for that pur|>OBe. 

Can miliiiiMn, eldura, or vsitij be Joliud In taaxtftamm wtt 
the afflcwi bvfore named 1 

YuB : tlicy often are donees or grantees In deeds, U)d 
mity take in tuccessiou any parsonage land grtnted to 
tliem or their sncceuon, and tliey tuny prosoouta inil 
defend actions tonclung the same. 

How do nich corporate bodiei derive their power to toanj say 
lands of s church 1 

1. If made by deacons, tlie conTeyauce must be with 
the consent of the church, or of a couuiiiitee of the 
dini-cb appointed for that purpose. 

2. If mode by churchwardens, the consent of the ves- 
try must be obtained. 

3. If miule by a minister, the conveyance mil Uu valid 
as long as the grantor is miaistar of the uburcli where he 
in settled at the time of the conveyai itc. Tim consent 
of the some persons must be obtained to render the 
conveyance absolute. 

What is the limltntion {int upon the iucome to be held as 
before mentioLedl 

Two tliousand dollars a year, exclusive of the income 
of any parsonage lands granted to or for the use of tlie 
ministi'y. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

OF ASSOCIATIONS FOR RELIGIOUS, CHARITABLE, AND 

EDUCATIONAL PUUPOSES. 

How are corporations for educational, literary, benevolent, 
scientific, musical, charitable, or religious purposes formed ? 

Seven or more persons having associated themselves 
by agreement in writing for any of these purjwses, are 
reciuired to record in the registry of deeds their articles 
of association, stating therein their purpose, and the 
place in which it is established. 

How much property can bo held for such purposes 1 
Real and personal estate necessary for the purposes 
for which the corporations were organized, not exceed- 
ing in amount one hundred thousand dollars. 

What is said about taxation of such property 1 

Their estate shall not be exempted from taxation in 
any case where part of the income or profits of their 
business is divided among members or stockholders, or 
where any portion of such estate is used or appropriated 
for other than the purposes above set forth. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



OP PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



What public libraries are there created by the statutes ? 

1. Town or city libraries, supported and increased by 
the towns or cities. 

2. Incorporated library associations, holding real and 

personal estate for the jnir poses of such library. "When 

allowing free access to all the citizens of the town or 

4 
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city where the library is, they may receive the aid of 
such town or city. 



TITLE XI. 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, AND REGULATIONS 
RESPECTING CHILDREN. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

OF TUK BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Who are the penont belonging to the board of education 1 
The governor, lieutenant-governor, and eight others 
appointed by the governor with consent of the council, 
each serving eight years, one retiring each year in the 
order of appointment. 

Generally speaking, what are the duties of this board 1 

1. To hold as trustees any money given to them for 
educational purposes. 

2. To collect statistics and particular information 
about the public schools and other popular educational 
institutions of the Commonwealth. 

3. To suggest to the legislature any reforms they may 
deem essential. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

OF TIIK SCHOOL FUND. 

How in the school fund munnged 1 

It is invested by the state treasurer, and the income 
in each year applied to help the schools. 
How is the income divided among the towns ? 
In proportion to the number of children. 
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What towns are excluded from its benefit 1 

Tow4i8 wliich have not made the returns required by 
law, or have not raised a certain sum for each scholar 
by taxation. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

OP THB PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

What schools are all towns required to mnintain ? 

Public schools open for at least six months in each 
year, suflicieut for the instruction of all children who 
may legally attend public school in the town. 

What shall be taught m these schools 1 

Orthography, reading, writing, drawing, English 
grammar, geography, arithmetic, the history of the 
United States, and good behavior. 

Whnt Si*h<M)lA fire tcm'ttfi of five hinidrod fniniliftfi n^quircd to 
mnintniti licsidcn th(*5c rominon bcIiooIh? 

High schools, in which instruction in higher branches of 
knowledge is given for ten months in each year at least. 

Who Ims chnrge of the town schools 1 

A committee chosen by ballot at town meetings, their 
number being divisible by three, and each member serv- 
ing three years. 

What are the duties of the school committee 1 

1. To contract with teachers and examine them. 

2. To dismiss teachers. 

3. To examine schools. 

4. To require the Bible to be read without note or 
comment, but no scholar need read from a version to 
which he objects. 

5. To prohibit the use of school-books calculated to 
favor the tenets of any particular sect of Christians. 
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6. To direct what books shall be used. 

7. To procure a sufficient supply of books at the 
ex|>ense of tho town, to Ix) reimbursed to the town by 
taxation u|>on the parents, when able to pay for their 
children's books. But the town may itself furnish 
school-books. 

8. To appoint a superintendent of schools and fix his 
salai*y. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS.^ 
How is land taken for school-housos 1 
By the selectmen, damages being assessed as m case 
of town ways. 

Can (UstricU in adjacent towusi unite 1 
They can by a vote in town meeting. 



CHAPTER XL. 

OF SCHOOL Kli:GIST£RS AND RETURNS. 

How arc reports on the condition of the public scliools made 
up, and by wliom are tliey transmitted to the state board of edu- 
cation ? 

Thu clerk of tho Iowa receives regislers and blank 

forms of inquiry for school returns from the secretary 

of the board of education. Tliese forms arc sent to tho 

1 Thcsu >vcre abolished by Acts of 18UU, chapters 110 and 423. 
By Act of 1870, cliapter lOG, tlie districts might be reestablished 
by two-thirds vote of legal voters present, and voting thereon; and 
by Act of 1873, chapter 05: Any town in which such school dis* 
irict system now exists^ may abolish the same by vote at a town meet* 
iug called for the purpose. 
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school committees, and they transmit them to the secre- 
tory, giving a detailed report of the condition of the 
schools and suggestions for future action. 

ITow nrc the school committees Assisted in mnking up tlicir 
rc|K)rt8 1 

By the assessors who find out the numbers of the 

pupils, and the teachers who keep registers of attend- 

flnce. 

What statistics of educational institutions are kept besides 
these? 

Trustees and other persons in charge of literary, sci- 
entific, or professional institutions of learning, whether 
incorporated, aided, or supported by the Commonwealth 
or private, and trustees of reform schools and alms- 
house, are required to report to the board of education. 

How is this report made ? 

The board of education prepares blank forms in accord- 
ance with the roquiromcnts of the national board of edu- 
cation, which two hifl with tho Bocn^ljiry of our state 
board, when the questions thereon are answered. 



CHAPTER XLI. 

OF THE ATTENDANCE OP CHILDREN IN THE SCHOOLS. 

What is required of parents, guardians, and all others having 
children under their control ? 

It is required that they shall cause children between 
the ages of eight and twelve to go to a public school in 
the town where the child lives at least twenty weeks of 
each year. 
What exceptions to this rule are allowed ? 
1, If the party neglects to send children to the public 
Bchools on account of poverty. 
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2. If a child is regularly attending a private school, or 
is otherwise furnished with means of education for a like 
period of time, subject to the approval of tliu school com- 
mittee.' 

How is this attendance enforced ? 

By truant-otficers, who may prosecute, when so di- 
rected by the school couimittee, any person neglecting, 
witliout proper reasons, this duty. 

Where are children to go to school 1 

In the place where they or their guardians have their 
legal residence, unless by some special arrangement they 
are allowed to go to an adjoining town or city. 

Who detcrniinc the qnalilicatious to be admitted into the 
tchooln ? 

The school committee. 

What quiilirictuion nuiiit the chihlrcn havel 
They must have been vaccinated. 

Can a icholar be- excluded on account of race, color, or religions 
opinions? 

No. 

What other provision may be made for the scholars? 
Money may be appropriated to carry them to school. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

OF THIS EMPLOYMENT OP CHILDREN. 

What children cannot be employed in muuufucturing establish- 
ments? 

No child under ten years of age, and only such 
between ten and fifteen as have attended school three 
months in each year. 

1 The school committee cannot object to any school on account ol 
the religious teaching in said school. 
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How many hours may children under eighteen or women 1)C 
employed in snch establishments 1 

Not more than sixty hours in each week. 

What may be done with habitual truants and children growing 
np in ignomnco ? 

They may be committed to an institution for instruct 
tion or a house of reformation. 

What other schools may towns provide 1 
Industrial schools to teach arts and trades. 



TITLE XII. 

OF WAYS, BRIDGES, PUBLIC PLACES, FERRIES, 

SEWERS, AND DRAINS. 

CHAPTER XLIII. 

OF THE LAYING OUT AND DISCONTINUANCE OF HIGH 
WATS, TOWN WATS, AND PRIVATE WAYS. 

By whom nrc highways laid out, altered, or discontinued ? 
The county commissioners. 

What do they award to jKrsons injured by such change ? 
Damages. 

Are the damages the full amount of injury sustained ? 
Yes ; but any special benefit beyond what others re* 
ceive is allowed by way of set-off. 

If a party is dissatisfied with the action of the county commis- 
sioners, whnt is his remedy 1 

He may have a trial by jury. 

Who can lay out town ways, private ways, and footways 1 
The selectmen or the road commissioners. 

Who can discontinue them ? 
The town. 
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Who assess the damages 1 

The selectmen or road coininissioners. 

Who pay them 1 

The town, if the way is a town way. If it is a pri- 
vate way, the person for whom it was hiid out. 

If the selectmen refuse to lay out or the town to discontinae 
i^ays, what is the remedy 1 

To ai>peal lo the county commissioners. 
What remedy have persons aggrieved 1 
A trial by jury. 

Can a way become such by dedication 1 
No, except footways. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

OF THE KEPAIUS OF WAYS AND BRIDGES. 

In what condition must roads be kept 1 

Safe and convcuicut for travellers at all seasons of 
the year. 

Who Iiave charge of the highways 1 

The surveyors of highways or the road commis- 
sioners. 

What are some of their duties ? 

To see that the ways are repaired and free from ob- 
structions, and properly broken out in winter. 

How may materials to repair ways be obtained 1 
The town may take land for gravel pits. 

It* a pcrHon HiisUiins (hiiiiagc to his adjoining hiuU by such re- 
pufi'd, wluit is his runicdy 1 

He must first apply to the selectmen, and if aggrieved 
by their decision or neglect to decide, he can have a 
trial by jury. 
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If a penon's life is lost bj a defect in the way of Mrliich thA 
town had notice, what penalty is imposed on the town ? 

A fine of one thousand dollars for administrator of 
the person deceased. 

If a man is iiijnred in his person or property, by a defect, 
to whom may he look for damages ? 

To the town or person obliged to repair the way. 

When is such person or town excused 1 

When they had no notice of the defect and it had not 
existed twenty-four hours. 

If a town neglects to repair its ways, how may it bo punished ^ 
By fine. 

When four or more persons own a private way or bridge, 
what may they do 1 

They may have a meeting called, appoint a surveyor, 
and raise money to make repairs, by assessment. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

OF RKOULATIONS AND BY-LAWS RESPECTING WATS 

AND BRIDGES. 

What must towns maintain on highways 1 
Suitable guide-posts. 

What may the selectmen establish ? 
Public watering troughs. 

IIow are shndc trees protected ? 

They are the property of the persons planting them, 

and any one who injures them is punished. Towns 

may set them out. 

Can a person having a shade or ornamental tree standing in 
the highway cut it down ? 

He must give the selectmen or road commissioners 
the opportunity to pay him for it and preserve it. 
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Who conatructo the sidewalks 1 

Except ill cities, tbe owners of adjoiniog land may 
construct them, and the selectmen, or mayor and al- 
derinou. 

How is the use of ways and bridges regulated 1 
The towns may establish regulations which shall be 
conspicuously posted up. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

OV FEUUIES. 

Who can maintain a ferry 1 

Any person licensed by the county commissioners 
who shall establish tlie tolls. 



CHAPTER XLVin. 

OF SEWERS AND DRAINS. 

Who lays sowera and inaiu drains 1 

The selectmen, or road coniniissioners. 

How is land taken therefor and damages assessed 1 
As in case of highways. 

On what terms may persons enter their drains on the sewers 
or drains 1 

By paying a proportional part of the expense of 
making them. 

OF THE UOAUD OF HARBOR COMBIISSIONERS. 

Of whom docs tho board of harbor commissioners consist ? 
Of five persons appointed by the governor, one each 



r^x^\ *« 
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What are their duties 1 

A general supervision of all harbors and tide water 
and flats, to prevent encroachment and injury. They 
may fix harbor lines beyond which wharves cannot be 
extended. They also supervise the erection of wharves 
and filling of flats. 

What are works not authorized by the legislature or harbor 
commissioners declared ? 
Public nuisances. 



TITLE XIII. 

OF THE REGULATION OF TRADE IN CERTAIN CASES. 

CHAPTER XLIX. 

INSPECTION AND SALE OF MERCHANDISE. 

What articles must be inspected before sale 1 
Butter, lard, (ire-arms, fish, hay and straw, hoops and 
staves, hops, leather, lime, lumber, milk, pot and pearl 
ashes, bark, provisions, petroleum, and earth oils. 

By whom 1 
By the inspectors, appointed for that purpose. 

What if they arc not so inspected ? 

A penalty is imposed, generally ten dollars, and the 
price cannot be recovered. 

What other restrictions arc imposed ? 
The manner of packing and stamping many articles 
B regulated. 

What are these articles ? 

Butter, lard, chocolate, fish, gunpowder, hay and 
straw, hops, lime, nails, paper, ashes, wood, bread, com 
roercial fertilizers, cotton thread. 
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Of what articles is the measuremcut oud weighing proridea 
furl 

Jiccf, breail, fruit, nuts and vegetables, grain, meal, 
luiy and stniw, leather, liuuber, milk, uiihes, potatoe&, 
onions, salt, wood, bark, coal, herdsgrass seed. 

What other provisions are there ? 

The grades and quidities of many of these articles 
are iixed, and peiudties are put upon all fraudulent 
evasions. The transportation and storage of petroleum 
and nitro-glycerine, and other explosives, is regulated. 

What aru the provisions about marble ? 

It may be Burvcyud. 

About inctald and ores ? 

Assaycrs are appointed to examine them. 
About oils? 

The (jualities are fixed and penalties imposed for 
adulterations. 

How are tlic insiK>ctors, weighers, and measurers paid ? 
By fees, to be paid generally by the buyer. 

What other business may towns regulate by by-laws 1 
Dealing in junk, old metals, and second-hand articles* 

OF THB INSPECTION OF GAS. 

What are tlie duties of tlie inspectors of gas 1 

To inspect gas-meters, seal them, and to examine the 
quality of gas furnished. 

Wliat is the standard quality of gas ? 

A burner using five feet per hour must give the light 
of Lwelve standard sperm caiulles. 

For what purposes may the officers of gas companies enter build 
Inj^s ligiited by tlicm ? 

To examine the apparatus, and ascertain the quantity 
of gas used, and stop the gas, if unpaid for. 
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What is the punishment for wilfully injuring the apparatus, or 
fraudulently huming gas ? 

A forfeiture of one hundred dollars, and all damages. 



CHAPTER L. 

OF AUCTIONEERS, HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS. 

By whom arc auctioneers licensed 1 

By the mayor and aldermen, or the selectmen. 

What may be required ? 

That thoy shall give bonds that they will in all things 
conform to law. 

What record must they keep 1 

A particular account of all goods sold, and the person 
to whom they are sold. 

What arc they forbidden to do ? 

To receive goods for sale from a minor, or to sell their 
own goods before sunrise or after sunset. 

Where can they sell 1 

Within their own county, and for others on the prem- 
ises, where the goods are within the State. 

Who else is punished ? 

Any tenant or occupant of a house who allows them 
to sell illegally. 

Who nre excepted from this chnpf er 1 
Any person required by law to sell. 

For what else is an auctioneer punished 1 
Fraud or deceit in a sale. 

What articles may be sold from house to house without 
license ' 

Fruit and provisions, live animals, brooms, agricultu- 
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ral instruments, fuel, newspapers, books, pampbletSi 
agricultural products of the Uuited States, and products 
of the seller's labor. 

Who may regulate the sale of such articles by minors t 
Cities or towns. 

Of what articles is the sale by peddlers prohibited 1 

Jewelry, wines, liquors, playing-cards, iudigo, and 
feathers. 

Who grants licenses for the sale by peddlers of other articles t 

The secretary of the commonwealth. 

What more must tliu |>c(ldlcr do ? 

Post his name, number and residence, on his Yehlde 
or packages. 

How are violations of these provisions punished f 
By a heavy fine. 



CHAPTER LI. 

OK WEIGHTS AND MBASUUKS. 

What weights, measures, and balances are the standard 1 

Those received from the United States and now io 
the state treasury. 

What measures liavo the counties and towns ? 

Suts furnished by the state treasurer, and made tc 
conform to those in the treasury. 

How often must they be compui*cd with the standards ? 

Once in ten years. 

Wlint is required of persons using scalcS) weights, measures, ox 
milk euns, in buying or selling? 

To have them compared with the standards, and 
sealed once a year by the sealer. 
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What if a person sells by unsealed weights or measures ? 

He may be fined, and cannot recover the price of the 
goods sold. 

What is to be understood by a " hundred weight? " 

One hundred pounds avoirdupois. 

How are salt and grain measured ? 

In such towns as so vote, in a measure with a trans- 
verse bar and striking lengthways of tlie bar. 

How is the surveying of land regulated 1 

The county commissioners establish a meridian line 
by which surveyors must adjust their compasses annu- 
ally. 



CHAPTER LII. 



OF 8HIPPINO AND PILOTAGE. 
By whom arc pilots appointed and removed 1 
Hy the governor, with the advice of the council. 

What are their duties ? 

To pilot vessels into the harbors of the State. 

Who pays them 1 

The vessels which they pilot are liable for their fees. 

Can a vessel refuse to take a pilot who offers himself? 
Yes ; but they must pay his full fees. 

To what extent is a ship-owner liable for embezzlement or injury 
to f^tHuU by the master or mariners ? 

Only to the extent of his interest. 

Who can board vessels before they are made fast to the wharf? 

Only pilots or public officers, or persons having leave 
from the master or owner. 

What privilege have seamen ? 

They cannot be arrested for debts due their landlord, 
nor their goods detained. 
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How is uny person punished wlio entices scamoii to desert % 
By fine. 

Wliat is tlio provision concerning vessels transporting stono, 
gravel, or sund 'i 

Sworu weighers must examine diem and mark on 

them by permanent marks, how far they sink with the 

weight of each ton of cargo. 



CHAPTER LIII. 

OF MONEY, BONDS, BILLS OF EXCHANGE AND PROUIS- 

SOKY NOTES. 

What rate of interest is allowed on money 1 
Six dollars on each hundred for one year, but the 
parties may agree in writing for any other rate. 

How are bonds payable to bearer, or to order, issued by cor* 
porations, negotiable ? 
Like promissory notes. 

When tlie day of performance of a contract falls on Sunday, or 
on a legal holiday, when is it to be ])erformed ? 
On the day before. 

What are such holidays ? 

Tlianksgiving, Fast, or Christmas Day, the twenty- 
second day of February, and Fourth of July, or when 
the two last fall on Sunday, the day following. 

When must payment of a note payable on demand be de- 
manded ? 

Within sixty days from its date. 

On what are the three days of grace allowed ? 

On all bills, notes and drafts, except those payable on 
demand. If a draft has no time of payment expressed; 
it is payable on demand. 
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CHAPTER LIV. 

OP AGENTS, CONSIGNEES, AND FACTORS. 
What protection is given to those dealing with agents ? 
A person Imving lawful possession of goods, with 
power, to sell, is deemed their owner for most purposes. 



CHAPTER LV. 

OP LIMITED PARTNERSIlirS. 

By whom and for what purposes can limited partnerships he 
formed ? 

By two or more persons for any mercantile, mechan- 
ical, or manufacturing business, except banking or in- 
surance. 

How are they made np ? 

Of general and special partners. The special part- 
ners put in a specific sum in cash, and are not person- 
ally liable for the debts. 

Wlint ccrtificnto must they file with the secretary of state 1 

One giving the names of the general partners, and of 
the special partners, and their residences ; the amount 
each special partner puts into the business, and the time 
of beginning and end of the partnersliip. 

What else must he done ? 

The certificate must be published six weeks. 

How is the jMirtiicrship renewed ? 

By a new certificate. 

What, if those directions are not obeyed 1 
The partnership is general, and each partner is liable 
for all the debts. 

Can any of the capital be withdrawn 1 

No. 

5 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

OP TRADE-UAUKS AND NAMES. 

If a person has a particular name, mark, or device wliich ha 
uses as a trade-mark for his goods, how is he protected in its 
use? 

Any one who uses it without his consent must pay 
him for all damages. 

Can a person use another's name in husiness 1 

Not without his consent. 

OF PUBLIC WAREHOUSES. 

What is the object of public warehouses ? 
Tlie storage of goods. 

What bond must the warehouseman give to the state treas- 
urer 1 

A bond for the faithful discharge of his duties. 

How is title of goods in such warehouse passed to a purchaser t 
By a delivery of the warehouseman's receipt, indorsed 
by the owner. Notice of such indorsement must also 
be entered on the warehouse books. 



TITLE XIV. 

OF CORPORATIONS, ANl) PROPRIETORS OF 

COMMON LANDS. 

CHAPTER LVII. 

OF BANKS AND BANKING. 

What business can banks do ? 

Receive deposits and loan money by discountmg on 
banking principles. 
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What amount of specie mnst they keep ? 

Fifteen per cent, of the liability for circulation and 
deposits. 

What is a bank prohihited from doing ? 

Employing any of its pro|)crty in trade or com- 
merce. 

How is the voting carried on at bank meetings ? 
One share has one vote ; beyond that, one vote for 
every two shares np to ten votes. 
Who can carry votes as a proxy 1 
Any one but a salaried ofllicer of the bank. 

How many directors can a bank have % 

Not less than seven, and if the capital is over five 
hundred thousand dollars, nine ; nor more than twelve. 

What qnalifications are necessary for a director ? 

He must be a citizen and a stockholder, and not the 
director of another bank. 

Who can remove them 1 

The stockholders. 

What bills may banks pay ont ? 

Only their own or United States treasuiy notes. 

When, and how, are their hills payable ? 
In specie at the bank. 

What are the liabih'ties of stockholders ? 
To make good any loss of capital stock by the mis- 
management of directors, and to pay the bills, if the 
bank stops payment. 
What can the state demand of the banks ? 
Loans. 

What else are they required to do 1 
Make returns to the secretary of the commonwealth. 

Who may investigate the condition of a bank ? 
Committees of the legislature, and committees on be- 
half of one eighth of the stockholders. 
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How may a bank be organized under the general banking 
law? 

By filing a certificate in the registry of deeds and the 
office of the secretary of state. 

What bills can they circulate ? 

Such as are issued to them by the auditor of accounts, 
they depositing an equal value of public stocks.^ 

By whom are the officers of savings kmks chosen 1 

The trustees by the members of the corporation, and 
the treasurer by the trustees. 

Who can be elected a member ? 
Residents of the State. 

How can a savings bank invest its funds % 
Only in certain ways limited by law. 

How are applications for loans made ? 
In writing, to the secretary. 

Can the bunk or any one in its interest take commissions on iti 
loaus ? 

None other than appear on the face of the papers. 

How often may dividends be made ? 

Ordinary ones every six months. Extra dividends as 

often as the by-laws provide. 

Who has the general supervision of savings banks ? 
The commissioner of savin«rs banks. 

o 

What return must they make 7 

An annual return to the commissioner, and to the 
assessors of the towns, where their depositors, and per- 
sons to whom they have loaned moneyi live. 

1 The provisions of this chapter apply only to slate banks. 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

OF INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

By whom are insurance companies supervised ? 
By an insurance commissioner appointed by the gov* 
emor, holding office for thtee years. 

What are his duties 1 

To examine the accounts and condition of companies, 
to cause them to suspend business if insolvent, to report 
violations of law to the attorney-general, and to make 
an animal report. 

IIow may in!«iirniicft companies bo divided with reference to 
their mode of doing hiisincss 1 

Lito companies having specific capital ; mutual com- 
panies, and mutual companies with a guarantee capital. 

How with reference to the subjects of their business ? 
Into marine, fire, life, and accident. 

How with reference to their location ? 
Into state and foreign. 

What are companies having specific capital, or stock companies? 

They are cori>orations which insure for their own 
profit, tite persons insured having no interest in the 
profit. 

What are the mutual companies ? 

In them the insured are the members, and the losses 
are assessed on them. Usually, the person taking a pol- 
icy pays a premium in money, and gives a note for a 
furtlier sum. 

What are the mutuals with the guarantee capital 1 
A union of the other two, the capital being first liable 
for the losses. 
What mtist in<5uninrc policies contain on their fneo. 
All provisions, or extra<;ta from th(5 l>y-lawR, or appli- 
catfons which are intended to limit their meaning. 
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What are the llabililief of manbeni in nntval eoniMUiSia* 

To be assessed to an amount eqoal to hia oash pre- 
mium and deposit note. 

What are the UahiUtiaa of tha offirarst 

The directors make themselTea penonallj BaUei if 
they neglect to lay an assessment! and tlie tnasiireri if 
he neglects to collect it 

If a person pays a life insoranoa pfemima yMl iaieat to 
defraud his creditors, what relief hare the/ 1 

An amount equal to thepremiunii with intoreati inures 
to their benefit. 

If the insured fails to pay hb premium, how long does his huor- 
ance last t 

As long as what is already paid would purchase tem 
porary insurance. 



CHAPTER LIX. 

OF LOAN AND FUND A8800IATI0N8. 

What are loan and fund associations 1 
Corporations formed for the purpose of accumulating 
a fund to be lent on real estate security to its members, 
or divided among them. 

To whose inspection are they suhjoct t 
That of the insurance conmiissionors. 
When does their existence terminate t 
When its shares are redeemed, or its funds are suffl* 
cieut to pay the value of tlie unredeemed shares. 
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CHAPTER LX. 

OP CORPORATIONS. 

What corporations can be formed hy individuals, by associating 
themselves together by an agreement in writing t 

Those dealing in ice, or carrying on any horticultural^ 
meclianical, mining, quarrying, or manufacturing busi- 
ness; opening canals, propagating fishes, making gas, 
doing business as common carriers, cooperative associa- 
tions, erecting hotels and halls ; libraries and railroads ; 
musical associations, or any other ]egal business. 

Whfit kinds <»f hiisiiiojsR nrc forbidden t<» voluntary nsjwwiations ? 
Distilling or manufacturing intoxicating liquors ; deal- 
ing in real estate, and banking. 

How is their formation regulated ? 

A certain number of persons must join, and the 
amount of the capital stock must be within certain lim- 
its. 

What must be done as soon as the company is organized ? 
A sworn certificate by the president, treasurer, and 
majority of the directors must be submitted to the com- 
missioner of corporations, and if satisfactory to him, be 
filed with the secretary of state. 

What must this set ont ? 

The agreement, the names of the subscribers, and the 
date of the first meeting. 

What is then the duty of the secretary of state 1 
He is to issue to them a certificate, which shall have 
the force of a special charter. 

When arc the officers of a corporation liable for its debts ? 

1. For dividends made while the corporation is in- 
solvent. 

2. For debts contracted while money is loaned to a 
stockholder, to the amount loaned. 
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8. To the amount of any exeess ot deUs oirer eapital 
at the time the suit is brought 

4. Any officer signing a certificate required by laifi 
knowing it to be &lse. 

5. All officers of mining, oO| or land compaaieSy doing 
business without the State, for taxes. 

When are tho momben or stockholders liable 1 

1. For debts contracted before all the capital is paid 
in, if tliey have not paid in their full share. 

2. When the capital is reduced, to the amount of the 
money ro|)aid to the stockholders. 

3. When certain corporations, under special diarters, 
fail to publish a list of assessments and debts. 

4. While special stock is outstanding. 

5. For claims of operatives within six months belfoire 
demand of payment and refusal. 

How is a debt enforced against officers or members t 
By taking judgment against the corporation, and if 
they do not satisfy it in thirty days after demand, bring- 
ing a bill in equity. 

What is the lunit of a stockliolder's liability t 

An amount equal to the par value of the stock. 

What special provisions are made with reference to cooperatiTO 
associations ? 

A part of the profits are to be retained for a contin- 
gent or sinking fund. Each stockholder has one vote 

only. 

With regard to fishing associations t 
Before operating in a town, they must get the consent 
of the selectmen. 

With regard to gas-light companies? 
They may dig up streets and lay pipe, with the con- 
sent and under the supervision of the selectmen. 
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What penalties are imposed t 

Any corporation and its officers, neglecting to file the 
certificates and returns required, is subject to a fine. 



CHAPTER LXIL 

OF TURNPIKES. 

How are the tolls fixed ? 

By the statutes, and the rates must be conspicuously 
posted at each gate. 

Who nrc exempted from paying toll % 

Persons on foot ; riding to public worship or military 
duty ; residing in the town where the gate is, when he is 
not going out of town or returning to it ; going to a grist- 
mill, or on the ordinary business of his family. 

What pcnnltics arc imposed ? 

On travellers for evading toll, using wheels contrary 
to law, locking wheels without putting under a shoe, or 
giving a false statement of the weight. On the corpora- 
tion and its servants for exacting illegal toll. On others 
for opening a road to avoid gates. 

To whom is the corporation liable? 

To any one injured by want of a proper road. Also 
to indictment and fine to be used in repairing the defect. 



CHAPTER LXIII. 

OP RAILROADS. 

Who have the pcncral sMperiiitcndcncc of railroads? 
Three railroad commissioners appointed by the gov- 
ernor. 
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How arc railroad corporations organized f 

Uudcr a special diarter, or by a voluntary association 
of twenty-fivo or more persons. 

After obtaining u cUurtur, wluit i:i tliu next stept 

To file with the commissioners of each county through 
which it passes a particular description of the location 
adopted. 

How arc the damages for the right of way fixed 1 
By agreement, or, if the parties cannot agree, by the 
county commissioners with a right to appeal to a jury. 

What further power have tlic commissioners? 

To order the construction of all necessary embank- 
ments, drains, culverts, fences, or other structures. 

What is the cori)oration'8 duty as to fences ? 

On all roads constructed since 1846, they must main- 
tain the fences. 

What else must they do ? 

Furnish the owner of land taken a plan of it, if he 
requests it. 

How are they to arrange their crossings of turnpikes, highways, 
and town ways. 

They must go over or under them, unless the county 
commissioners consent to a level crossing. 

Who have jurisdiction of all questions about such crossings? 
The county commissioners. 

What is tlie corporation's duty at draw-bridges ? 
To provide a steady, discreet, and experienced super- 
intendent, and provide signals. 

What brakcnieu must Im) phiced on trains ? 

One for every two passenger cars, and one on the 
rear car of every freight train. 

What must be done at street crossings 1 

A sign must be put up, and, if ordered by the county 
commissioners, a flagman or gates maintained. 
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Whnt ill the duty of the engineers nt snch crossings ? 

To sound the whistle or bell for eighty rods condniio 
onsly. 

Wlmt is his duty where the rond crosses Another milroad? 

To stop his cngino within five liundrcd feet of the 

crossing, and run slowly over it 

What pnnishmcnt is imposed on any engineer or other em- 
ploy<J who rnuscs injury hy his ncKligcnrc t 

Imprisonment not over a year, and fine not over one 
thousand dollars. 
For gross carelessness or neglect in managing a passenger train ? 

Imprisonment not over three years, and fine not over 
five thousand dollars. 

If a person is killed by the fault of the corporation or its agents, 
what penalty is imposed? 

A fine of from ^vq hundred to ^vq thousand dollars, 
for his widow and children. 

What is their liability abont fires ' 

They must pay all damages by fires set by their 
engines. 

How is the nse of the track protected 1 

Any pei-son who walks on the track, or drives cattle, 
or allows them to lie on it, or obstructs it in any way, is 
punished. 

What accommodations must railroads furnish for their passen< 
gers? 

Reasonable accommodation for their convenience and 

safety. 

What is their duty about baggage? 

If requested, they must give checks. 

What tolls rnn they rlmrgo? 

They must be reasonable, equal, and proportionate to 
the distance, and are subject to the revision of the legis- 
lature. 
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Wbotelfloif thdrdatyf 

Thoy must give equiil fiidlities to all pertOM dniUli^t 
with them. 

l¥hat is the proTitSon about bonds 1 

By a vote of a majority of the stoddioldeny thfij may 
issue bonds to an amount not exceeding tfa^ capital, 
which must be signed by one of the finance committee. 

What report mast they make f 

An annual report to the secretary of state. 

When an4 at what price may the Commonwealth fnrehMe a 
railroad f 

Alter it lias been opened for use twenty years, by 
paying a sum equal to the capital and ten per cent, in* 

teres t. 

Who locate the track of a liorso-railroad 1 
The iildoraiun or selectmen. 

Can tlio location be revoked 1 
It can after one year. 

Wliiit is the duty of horse-railroads about the streets in wlMi 
their trucks are laid 1 

They must keep them in repiur so &r as occupied by 

them, uud are liable for all damages. 

Who establishes regulations about the track 1 
The aldermen or selectmen. 

What other regulation is imposed 1 
No one i*" allowed to obstruct tlie tracks, and the com- 
pany is not allowed to obstruct the streets. 
What accommodations must they furaish 1 
l^casoiiublc uccouuuodatioiis. 

By whom are the rates of fare fixed 1 
By the directors. 
By whom revised ? 

By the railroad commissioners, at the request of the 
aldermen, selectmen, or fifty voters. 
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What are the regulations about driving cars f 

They must be stopped within one hundred feet before 
crossing a steam-railroad track. They must not pass a 
car standing on a parallel track at a faster rate than a 
walk. 

To what penalty are they liable ? 

To a fine of from fivo hundred to Ave thousand dol- 
lars, if any person is negligently killed. 



CHAPTER LXIV- 

OF TELEGRAPH COMPANIES. 

What right have telegraph companies to put up wires % 
They may construct them upon and along public 
roads, but not so as to obstruct them. 
Who directs the manner of constructing them ? 
The aldermen or selectmen. 

What damages must they pay ? 

To the owner of the land, to be assessed by the mayor 
and aldermen, or selectmen, with a right to trial by jury. 

What is their duty about dispatches ? 
To receive them from other telegraph lines, and faith- 
fully transmit them. 

Can a right to maintain the wires be acquired by lapse of time ? 
No. 

How arc the wires and other property protected 1 
Any one who injures them is fined. 

Can towns construct lines for their own use 1 

Yos, and allow priv:iio individuals to do so, — the line 

being the property of the town. 
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CHAPTER LXV. 

OF AQUKDUCT8. 

How are the proprietors of aqaeducts incorporated f 
Bj a written agreement, the first meeting being called 
by a justice of the peace. 

lluw uiiicli real otftato am tlioy hold 1 

Not exceeding thirty thousand dollars in value. 

Wh<at right have they in the streets 1 
With the written permission of the selectmen, they 
can dig up the streets to lay their pipes. 

If a person maliciously injures an atjueduct, how is he pun- 
ished? 

He is fined, and is liable to treble damages to the cor- 
poration. 

What right has the town 1 

To put in hydrants and use the water in case of fire. 

How can persons whose land or water is taken recover dam- 
ages? 

By the same proceedings as in case of railroads. 

Can towns csUiblish water-works 1 

They can buy any water-works already established 
and issue bonds to pay for them. 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

OF AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL SOCIETIES. 

What do incorporated agricultural societies receive from the 
State ? 

If they have raised a capital of one thousand dollars 

they can draw two hundred dollars, and in that proper 

lion up to six huudred. 
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What must thejr do to entitle thomsoWes to it t 
They must file a certificate of their capital, and make 
return of their doings yearly. 

What powers have tliey f 

To preserve peace and good order, and to control all 
bootlis, and other temporary places of sale within half a 
mile of their fairs. 

What do fftrmcrs' clnbs receive f 

Copies of the report and other publications of the 
boanl of agriculture. They must make return of their 
experiments and reports. 



CHAPTER LXVIL 

WHARVES, GBNKRAL FIRLDS, AND COMMON LANDS. 

When nnd how can the proprietors becorae a corporation ? 

When they number five or more, by applying to a 
{ustice of the peace, who issues a warrant calling the 
first meeting. 

How do they vote 1 

According to the number of their shares, or the 
amount of their interest. They may vote by proxy. 

How can they raise money ? 
By assessments on these shares. 
When can they sell their property and divide the proceeds 1 
By a vote of over two thirds when they number ten 
or more. 

When, in such case, docs the corporation cease to exist 1 
After the expiration of ten years. 

If the proprietor of a common fiekl puts his cattle in at improper 
times, what is the remedy 1 

He is a trespasser. 
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If a stranger's cattle trespass on his part, who snes ? 
He maj sue as if an individual proprietor. 

How is the fence divided ? 

In proportion to the land cultivated or used by each. 
If a proprietor does not use or cultivate his land he need 
not share the expense of fencing. 

In case of sudden destruction of tlie fence, exposing the crops, 
what is the duty of the proprietor 1 

He must repair within twentj-four hours after notice 
from a fence-viewer, or pay double the expense. 

How are the lines preserved ? 

They are to be run every two years, and permanent 
bounds set. 
How is a general field discontinued ? 
By a vote of a majority in interest of the proprietors. 



CHAPTER LXVIII. 

OF POWERS, DUTIES, AND LIABILITIES OF OOBPOBA- 

TION8. 

What are their general powers 1 

To sue and be sued in their corporate name ; appear, 
prosecute, and defend suits to final judgment and execu- 
tion ; have a common seal, alterable at pleasure ; elect 
all necessary ofRcers ; fix their compensation, duties, and 
obligations, and make by-laws and regulations. 

When must they be organized ? 

Within two years aflcr they are chartered. 

Wliat may they determine by their by-laws 1 

The manner of calling and conducting meetings ; what 

number of members shall be a quorum ; the number of 

shares to give one vote ; the mode of voting by proxy, 

^nd of selling shares for unpaid assessments, and the 
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tenure of the offices ; and they may annex a penalty to 
their by-laws. 

Ilns a stockholder a right to inspect the list of stockholders t 
Yes, always. 

When stock is pledf^, what is required ? 

Hie debt must be described in the instrument of trans- 
fer. The certificate issued to the pledgee must state that 
it is a pledge. 

ITow mnj a corporation be dissolved t 
The supreme court have full power to decree a disso* 
fution and effect a settlement of its affairs. 



TITLE XV. 

OF THE INTERNAL POLICE. 

CHAPTER LXIX. 

OP THE SETTLEMENT OP PAUPERS. 
How do paupers ncqniro a settlement ? 

1. A married woman takes her husband's settlement. 

2. Children take their father's settlement; or, if he 
has none, their mother's, till they acquire one of their 
own. 

8. Elegitimate children take their mother's settlement 
Cluldron take no settlement by birth, if neither parent 
had one. 

4. A person of age, who has an estate of freehold or 
mhcritance, and lives on it three years, gains a settlement 

6. Or if he is assessed on an estate valued by the 

assessors at two hundred dollars principal, or twelve 

dollars income, and is taxed for it five years at his home. 

6. Or if he is chosen, and serves for one year as clerk, 

6 
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selectmaa, treasarer, overseer of the poor, uaaouor, con- 
fitabley or collector of taxes. 

7. Or is a settled ordaiued miuister. 

8. Or admitted an iuliabitaut by any place at a legal 
meeting. 

9. Or lives in a place when it is incorporated. 

10. Wlien a town is divided or cluuigod, tboso living 
witliin its limits, who already have settlements, or gain a 
settlement there. 

11. A minor who serves a four-year apprenticeship, 
and in one year sets up such trade and carries it on five 
years, gains a seltlenieiit. 

12. So any person of age, who lives five years together 
in a place and pays all his taxes. 

13. So any unmarried woman of age, who lives in a 
town live years without rccciviug relief. 

14. Any soldier who served one year, and the wife or 
minor children of any soldier who died in the service, or 
of disease contracted there, gain a settlement in the town 
to whose quota he was credited, or if not credited, where 
he resided at his cnlistnieut. 

How lung does a lictllcuiciit coutuitic ? 

Till a new one b acquired. 

How far back are settlements valid ? 

All acquired before 1794 are abolished. 



CHAPTER LXX. 

OP THE SUPPORT OP PAUPERS. 

What is the ditty of a town to persons settled therein 1 
To support them when in need. 
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"WTint nre the duties nnd powers of the OTersccrs ? 

To have the care of such persons, to see that they are 
relieved, supported, and employed. They may remove 
children to the almshouse who are neglected ; they have 
the same power over those under their charge that the 
masters of workhouses have over those committed 
thereto. 

Who fire hound to supfjort such poor persons? 

Their kindred in the degree of father or mother, 
grandfather or grandmother, children or grandchildren, 
if able. 

Who has power to detcmiino this ? 

The superior court, on complaint of one who has 
supported a pauper, may fix the proportion each relative 
shall pay and enforce payment, and may order with 
which of them the pauper shall live. 

How are strangers relieved t 

By the overseers where they are, and the expense is 
chargeable to the place of their settlement, or, if they 
have none, to the State. 

To whom else is the town liable for the support of their pau- 
pers? 

To any person who relieves them after notice to the 
overseers, until provision is made. 

What may be done with non-restdent paupers f 

They may be removed to their place of settlement. 

Whnt is the penalty for bringhig a pnuper into a place with 
in'ent to charge such place with his suppoit ? 
One hundred dollars. 

What right have the overseers in the estate of a pauper de- 
ceased? 

They may sell enough of it to repay the town their 
expenses. 
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What is done with insane paupers f 
Tiioy may be sent to the asylum. 

What roturu and records must the overseers iiiuke 1 
Annual returns to the board of state charities, and 
records of paupers, travellers, and vagrants relieved. 



ClIAPTKli LXXI. 

OF ALIEN PASSKNQERS AND STATE PAUPERS. 

Of whom does the board of state charities cousi:jt? 
Of five persons appointed by the governor, with the 
general agent and secretary. 

What am their duties? 

Ovursiglit of paupers and lunatics, their removal, tho 
prosecution of cases of settlement and bastardy, the tak- 
ing 1)oimIs from [lorsons bringing into the Slate aliens, 
tlie supervision of the state workhouse and primary 
school, and of children bound out by the State, and of 
the Uainsford Island Hospital. 

What must the master or owner of a vessel, having passengers 
liable to become paupers, do before lauding them ? 

Give bond that they shall not become a public charge 

within ten years, and so of any corporation bringing 

aliens here, except that the time then is two years. 

If they do become paupers, who is liable for their support 1 
Tho person or corporation who brought them here. 

Who make reports to the board of state charities 1 

Overseers of the poor, of charitable and penal in- 
stitutions, and private charitablo institutions receiving 
state aid. 

Who are received at tho Uainsford Island Hospital ? 

Foreign paupers arriving by water, anil paupers sent 
by town authorities. 
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Whal are the state institntions for paupers ? 

An almshouse, with provision for the criminal insane, 
a workhouse, and primary school. Criminals arc also 
confined in the two last. 

What other powers have the lioard of charities ? 

They may apprentice, discharge, or remove from the 
State any inmate of the workhouse. 

What are the ofllcors of these institutions ? 

Superintendents and inspectors. 

What limitation is there on the power of removal of paupers ? 
Husband and wife cannot be separated. 



CHAPTER LXXII. 

OP THE MAINTENANCE OP BASTARD CHILDREN. 

Who are obliged to support haf^tard chihlrcn ? 
The father nuist contributo lo tlu^ir support^ as the 
court, on the complaint of the mother, [\\q overseers of 
the poor, or the agent of the board of state charities, 
shall order. 



CHAPTER LXXIII. 

OP THE STATE LUNATIC ASYLUBL 

Who govern the lunatic hospitals ? 
Boards of five trustees, each. 

When must they visit them 1 

Two trustees must visit monthly, a majority quar- 
terly, and the whole board semi-annually. 
By whose authority can persons be committofl as lunatics 1 

That of any judge of the supreme, superior, or pro- 
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bate courts, or the police court of Bostoui after % hear- 
ing and a trial by jurji if thought best 

What is the duty of the OYscseeis of tbs poor 1 
To send insane persons to the hoqpital. 

Of the board of ftate charities 1 

To have insane pei'sons not properly cared fi>r sent 
there. 

How are persons discharged 1 

By two of the trustees, any judge of the supreme 
court, and the judge of the probate court, either of 
the county where the hospital is, or where the person 
resides, after due notice and hearing. 

If a person is improperly confined, what is the remedy 1 

Any person may apply to a judge of the supreme 
court, who, after examination and notice, will try the 
matter by jury, if it is asked for. 

What remedy has the person confined 1 

He may liimself, or any person in his bdiah^ ^pl J 
to the agent of the board of charities, who wBl in- 
vestigate the case. 

What is done with tlie hicurable iusauo 1 

They may be sent back to their homes. 

What is done with persons acqnitted of crime by reason of 
insanity 1 

A receptacle is provided at the Tewksbury alms- 
house. 

Who can keep a private asylum 1 

Any person licensed by the governor. 

To whoso visitation is it subject ? 

To that of the governor and council, and the judge 
of probate for the county. 
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CHAPTER LXXIV. 

OF COUNTT REGKPTACLES FOR THE INSANE. 

Whnt other proTision is made for the insane t 
Comity reccplnclcs at tlio liouso of correction for tliORO 
not furiously mad. 

Who can make commitments to them or discharge from them ? 
Two justices of tlio peace, or a police court, after a trial 
by jury, if asked for. 

Who else ran discharge those sent from the state asylums by 
the trustees? 

The county commissioners. Tlicy may also provide 
for such insane persons elsewhere. 



CHAPTERS LXXV and LXXVI. 

OF THE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR CIKLS AND THE 
RKFORM SCHOOL FOR BOYS. 

How are the schools governed ? 

By a board of seven trustees, except the girls' indus- 
trial school, where the board is ten, three of whom must 
be women. 

What arc their dntics and powers ? 

To take the general superintendence of the schools, to 
j>rovide employment, to discharge or bind out the inmates. 

Who are committed to the schools ? 

Girls and boys guilty of crime, not punished by im- 
prisonment for life, or loading idle, vagrant, or vicious 
lives, or found in public places in want, or sufTering, or 
In circumstances of neglect, exposure, abandonment, or 
beggary. 
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How long are the inmates to be detained or bound out f 
Till the girls are eigliteeu, tlie boys, twenty-oue. 

In what are they to be instructed 1 

In piety, morality, aud useful knowledge, and in some 
regular course of labor. 

How often must the schools be visited f 

Once in two weeks by one trustee, onco in three 
months by a majority. 



CHAPTER LXXVIL 

OF THE LAW OF TUU ROAD. 

What is the duty of pcrtious meeting each other on the high- 
way 1 

To turn to the right of iho niiddle. 

When they arc going the same way, which way must the driver 
passing turn ? 

To the left. 

What is the duty of a person travelling with a sleigh or sled f 
To have at least three bells attached. 

What is the penalty for violating the provisions of tliis chap> 
ter? 

A forfeiture of twenty dollars, and payment of all 
damages. 



CHAPTERS LXXVIII and LXXIX. 

OF GOODS AND BEASTS LOST OU ASTUAY. 

If timber is cast ashore, when can it be removed ? 
Within six months. 

What is the penalty for unlawfully altering marks on timber 
afloat ? 

A fine of ten dollars for each log, and damages. 
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And for taking snch timber t 

A fine from five to twenty dollars, or imprisonment 

If a person finds goods or cnttle, what is liis duty f 
To post lip notices, notify the town clerk, and cause 
the same to l)0 cried by the town crier. 

If he neglects this, what is the penalty t 

He loses the right to any compensation for his trouble 
or expense, and must account to the owner for the value, 
and is fined twenty dollars. 

What must the owner do on reclaiming the goods ? 

Fay all expenses. If they disagree about them, they 
are to be referred to some justice of the peace. 

If no owner appears in a year, what is done ? 

The finder must pay one half the appraised value to 
the town treasurer, afler deducting the expenses. The 
rest he can keep. 

What is done with straj cattle ? 

After three months they are sold, and the proceeds 

kept for the owner a year, then divided as alK)ve. 

If the owner takes them without paying the charges, how is he 
punished ? 

The finder may recover their full value of him. 



CHAPTER LXXX. 

OF UNCLAIMED rilOrEUTY TRANSPORTED BY COMMON 

CARRIERS. 

What is done with such property 1 

After due delay, it is sold, and the net proceeds held 
for three years, then paid to the commonwealth. 
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CHAPTER LXXXI. 

OV WUKCKS. 

Who has charge of Mrrecks. 
Commissioners appointed by the governor* 

Cun any other i)er80u interfere mth. them 1 
Not after his arrival. 

What is his duty ? 

To preserve the property, and if necessary, sell it, 
and after satisfying lawful charges, hold the rest for the 

owner. 



CHAPTER LXXXn. 

OF THE PRESEKYATION OF BIRDS AND ANIMALS. 

What birds is it unlawful to kill at certain seasons 1 

Woodcock, grouse, quails, heatli-hens, wood duck, 
black duck, teal, marsh, beach or shore birds, or any 
other undomesticated birds, except birds of prey, black- 
birds, crows, herons, bitterns, or Canada geese. 

What else is punished ? 

Having in possession such birds, or destroying tlieir 
nests, or taking tliem at any season by nets or snares, or 
by battery, swivel, or pivot guns. 

What exception is there ? 

Birds may be taken as specimens, or for scientific pur- 
poses. 

What animal is protected 1 

Deer. Any dog chasing them in Barnstable or Plym- 
outh counties may be killed. 
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CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

OF FISHERIES, KELP, AND SEA-WEED. 

In what way is it un1a^vfu1 to tnko fish ? 

By poison, or to take pickerel, trout, or salmon, ex- 
cept by a hook and line, and other fish at certain sea- 
sons. 

What restrictions are there ? 

Fisliiii^ in many rivers and ponds is prohibited or 
regulated by sficcial statutes. 

Who have the general snpcrvision of the fisheries ? 
The commissioners of inland fisheries. 

What are their duties ? 

To see that proper fishways are provided over dams 
and the laws are enforced. 

How is the propagation of fish encouraged ? 
By allowing to the owner of any pond of less than 
twenty acres, or stream not navigable, the control of it. 
The commissioners may also lease larger ponds for that 
purpose. 

Who owns the fish artificially propagated or maintained ? 
They nro the absolute property of the person main- 
tAining them. 

What penalties are imposed on those who violate the provisions 
of the fish acts ? 

A fine, and the forfeiture of their boats, nets, lines, and 
other apparatus. 

How may towns encourage fisheries 1 
By opening ditches, sluices, or canals into ponds, and 
regulating and leasing such fisheries. 
How is the oyster fishery regulated 1 
It is under the control of the selectmen, who give 
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permits. They may also grant licenses to plant oystet 
beds. 

Who may take kelp or sea-weed 1 

Any one while it is actually afloat in tide-water. 



CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

OF THE lord's DAT. 

What is forhidden on the Lord's day 1 

All labor, business, work, or travelling, except from 
necessity or charity, or presence at any public diversion, 
or taking part in any sport, game, or play* 

Who may iuuholders entertain on that day 1 

No one but travellers, nor on the evening before. 

What else is prohibited on Sunday ? 
The service of writs. 

How are persona behaving rudely or indecently within the 
walls of a house of public worship punished 1 
By a fine of not over ten dollars. 

Who are excepted from the operation of this chapter 1 
Those who conscientiously observe Saturday, provided 
they do not disturb others. 



CHAPTER LXXXV. 

OF GAMING. 

Can money lost at gaming be recovered ? 
Yes. 

Who can sue, if the loser does not ? 

Any person after three months, and recover treble the 
value. 
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Who Is liable betides the winner f 

The owner, tenant, or occupant of the building where 
the gaming or betting takes place, if it was done with 
his knowledge or consent. 

Is gaming unlawful t 

Yes. Any person keeping a gaming-house is pun- 
ished by fine and imprisonment 

How are persons playing for money on public convejances 
punished t 

By fine or imprisonment 

Are notes, mortgages, or deeds given for gambling debts, valid 1 
No, they are void. 

If a mortgage or deed is avoided, to whom docs the land go ? 
To the person who would take it if the grantor were 
dead. 



CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

OF THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF LIQUOR. 

What are the duties of the liquor commissioner ? 

To procure pure liquor and sell it to the town agents. 

Who can give authority to manufacture liquor for exportation 1 
The county commissioners. 

What is the manufacturer required to do ? 

To keep books showing all his sales, and to give bond. 

What is the duty of towns and cities ? 

To appoint liquor agents, or authorize a druggist to 
sell. 

What must the agent do ? 

Keep an account of all purchases and sales. 

For what purposes may he sell ? 

For use in the arts, for medicinal, chemical, and 
mechanical purposes. 
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If a person states the purpose for which he ui purcliosing falsel/ 
to the uj^uiit, huw is ho puuiithoil ? 

By fine of from five to twenty-five dollars. 

What are the duties of the inspector and aasayer of liquors 1 

To analyze the liquors kept by the commissioner and 
agents. 

What sales are legal 1 

Of imported liquor in the original packages, of al- 
cohol by druggists, of wine for sacramental purposes, of 
cider not at a public bar, or to be drunk on the premises. 

Whatisforhidden? 

Any sale not allowed by this act, or keeping for sale. 

What is the punishmeut 1 

For the first offence, a fine of ten dollars and from 
twenty to thirty days imprisonment; for the second, 
double ; for a subsequent oifence, fifty dollars fine and 
three to six months imprisonment. 

What is tlie penalty on a manufacturer or common seller 1 

For the first offence, fifty dollars fine and from three 
to six months imprisonment ; for the second, two hun- 
dred dollars and twelve months. 

Wliut else id puuidhed 'i 

Keeping liquor with intent to sell, carrying liquor 
illegally sold, bringing it into the State to sell. 

If a i)ersou sells liquor to a person who drinks to excess, after 
notice, to what damages i.s ho liable ? 

From twenty-one to five hundred dollars to the per- 
son giving the notice. 

If an intoxicated person does injury, who is liable for the 
damages. 

Whoever sold him any part of the liquor. 

lluw can liquors unlawfully kept be found and seized 1 
On a search-warrant issued on the complaint of two 
persons. 
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What is done with such liquor ? 

It is forfeited after due proceedings and turned over 
to the commissioner. 

Can the owner appear and claim the liqnor as lawfully kept f 

Yes. The issue is then tried wlietlier it was lawfully 
kept 

What are declared common nuisances 1 
Liquors unlawfully kept for sale, and the implements 
used in selling. 

Can the price of liquor sold, with cause to believe it was to be 
used unlawfully, be recovered ? 

No, and all security given for the price is void. 



CHAPTER LXXXVII. 

OF COMMON NUISANCES. 

What power have the selectmen ? 

To declare any burnt, dilapidated, or dangerous build- 
ing a nuisance. 

Can the owner appeal from their decision ? 

He can, and have the question tried by jury. 

What are declared nuisances ? 

All places resorted to for prostitution, gambling, or 
liquor selling, and a heavy penalty is imposed on the 
keeper. 

If a tenant uses a building for such puri>oscs, what is the ef- 
fect 1 

It makes his lease void. 

If a landlord lets his building, knowing it is to be so used, or 
does not eject the tenant when he learns of such use, what is the 
punishment ? 

He is an accomplice, and punished by fine or impris- 
onment. 
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CHAPTER LXXXVUL 

OF LIOKNSES AHfD MUNICIPAL BBGULATI0N8 OF TO- 

LIOB. 

What trades, occnpatiom, penoiui, and thinga, nqnira a fi- 
cemel 

Inuholders and oommon Tidnallen, intdllgenoe 
offices, dealers in junk, old metals, and seoond-haiid ar- 
ticles, pawnbrokers, liverj-stables in maritime townb, 
steam-engines, furnaces, and boilers in oertain cases, gon- 
powder and explosives, dogs, billiard tables, and theatri- 
cal exhibitions and public shows. 

Wliat are the duties and liabilities of innliolders and rictttal- 
lersl 

They must furnish provision and lodging for travid* 
lers, put up signs, must not give credit to students, and 
are liable for the personal baggage of their guests. 

What are steam-engines or boilers unlicensed deemed to bal 

Nuisances. 

What must bo put in every boiler 1 
A fusible safety plug. 

Who may regulate the keeping and sale of camphene and ts> 
plosiye fluids 1 
The council of a dty, or inhabitants of a town. 

What is the penalty, if a dog is not licensed t 

Ho may be killed and his owner fined. 
If a dog kills sheep or other animaU, what is the remedy f 

The owner may elect to take pay from the dog tax, 
or he may have the dog killed. 

When, also, may the dog be killed ? 
Any person may kill a dog that attacks him, or is 
found doing damage. 

If a dog injures a person, what must the owner pay 1 
Double damages. 
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What are keepers of billiard tablei and bowling alleys forbid- 
den to do I 

To allow any minor to play without his parent's writ- 
ten consent 

What arc proliihitcd 1 

iMnskcd balls to which admission is charged, and ex 
hibitions of fighting birds or animals. 

OF CONTAGIOUS DTSRA8R8 AMONO CATTLE. 

When contapons diM^ases exist among cattle, what may be 
done with those sick or stis|)cctcd ? 

The herds may be isolated by the selectmen, and 
those sick killed, their owners being paid for them. 

What other powers have the selectmen ? 
To regulate the passage of cattle through their towns, 
and to brand infected cattle, which then cannot be sold 
without their consent. 
What must the owners of sick cattle do 1 . 

Give notice to the selectmen. 

What power have they to take land ? 
They may take land and barns for not over a year 
for the purpose of isolating the cattle. 

Who else have authority on the subject ? 

Three commissioners, who have power to make regu- 
lations which shall supersede those of (he selectmen, and 
to establish a hospital for the sick cattle. 

How do they receive notice Of the existence of the disease ? 
The selectmen are required to send them notice. 

7 
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PART n. 

PROPERTY, DOMESTIC RELATIONS, PRITATS 

RIGHTS. 

TITLE I. 

OF REAL PROPERTY AND ITS ALIENATION. 
CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

OF ALIENATION BY DEED. 

How can an interest in land be conye/ed. 
By a deed, signed, sealed, acknowledged, deliTered, 
and recorded. 

What 18 the need of acknowledgment! 
It cannot be recorded without. 

What is the need of rccordi|ig 1 

No couveyuuce, except a lease for less tlum seven 
years, is valid without record, except against tlie grantor 
and his heirs, and those to whom he may devise it, and 
those having actual notice of it. 

What is the duty of the person conreying 1 

To notify tlie buyer of all incumbrances. 

Before whom is the acknowledgment taken I 

Before a justice of the peace, notary public^ or com* 
missioner. 
How may a mortgage be discharged t 

By an entry on the margin of the record or bj deed. 
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CHAPTER XC. 

OF ESTATE IN DOWER, BY CURTESY, FOR TEARS, 

AND AT WILL. 

To what dower is a widow entitled I 

One third, for life, of all her hu8band*8 lands, except 
wild lands. 
Bj what tribunal is it set off to her t 

The probate court 

If her hnslmnd leaves no children, what doss she take f 
One half his land for life. 
What IS the husband's estate by the curtesy 1 
A life estate in tlie lands of his wife, if they have 
children bom alive who could inherit it 

How is land, let for one hundred years or over, considered ? 
As real eslnte, so long as fifiy years remain unexpired. 

How can a written lease, or lease at will, he tcriuinatod on neg- 
lect or refusal to jwiy rent 1 

By a written notice of fourteen days. 

How can a lease at will be terminated, when there is no breach 
of its conditions? 

By a three months* written notice, or a shorter time, if 
the rent is payable oflcner. 

How can a right of way or other easement be acquired 1 

By twenty years' uninterrupted use under a claim of 
right 



TITLE II. 
CHAPTER XCI. 

OF TITLE BY DKSCKNT. 

How does real estate not given by will descend ? 
1« In equal shares to the children. If a child is dead 
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his share is divided among his children. If there aro 
no children, to the lineal descendants. 

2. If the owner has no issue, to his father. 

3. If no father, to his mother, brothers, and sisters in 
equal shares. 

4. If no brothers or sisters living, to his mother. 

5. If no mother, to his next of kin. 

6. If several children inherit, and one dies a minor 
and unmarried, to his brothers and sisters by the parent 
from whom he inherits. 

7. If there are no kin, to the husband or wife. 

8. If no husband or wife, to the State. 

How does property descend in case of au illegitimate child? 
As above stated, only the mother and her relatives 
alone are reckoned. 

If the pareuts of an illegitimate child marry, what is the ef* 
feet? 

The child is considered legitimate. 

What is an advancement ? 

Property given to a child in anticipation of its share 

by inheritance. It is so considered in making division. 

When 18 a giffc deemed au advancement ? 
When it is so expressed in the gift, or stated in writ- 
ing by the giver or receiver. 



TITLE III. 
CHAPTER XCII. 

OF WILLS. 



What is necessary to a valid will 1 

It must be in writing, signed by the testator or by his 
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express direction in his presence, and attested and sub* 
scribed by three witnesses in his presence. 

Who cnn make a verbnl will ? 

A soldier or sailor ; of personal estate only. 

Is a doviso to a witness of tho will valid ? 

No. 

Do lands acquired after it is made, pass 1 

If the will shows an intention that they should. 

How is a w!ll revoked 1 

By tearing, burning, cancelling, or obliterating it with 
intention to revoke it, or by making a new will. 

Where mny wilts be deposited for safe keeping? 

In the registry of probate. 

Where is a will proved ? 

In the probate court. 

How is it proved ? 

By the testimony of one witness, if no objection is 
made, othorwisc by that of the throe. 

How can a will alrcndy provctl in another state he established here ? 

By a decree of the probate court, after notice and 
hearing. 

What ripht hns the widow of a person making a will ? 

To waive its provisions within six months after it is 
proved, and take the share given her by law. 

Can a child, or the issue of a deceased child, or a child born after 
its fiithcr's death, claim a share when they are not mentioned in 
the will ? 

They can, unless they are already provided for, or the 
omission is intentional. 

How is such share made np ? 

The others taking under the will must contribute. 

Does anything pass by a will before it is proved ? 

No. 



102 GENERAL STATUTES OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

TITLE IV. 
CHAPTER XCIII. 

OF TH£ PBOBATE OF WILLS. 

What must the executor of a will, or an administrator of an in* 
testate, or a trustee under a will, first do % 

Give bonds to the probate court to faithfully dis- 
charge the trust. 

If the executor is also residuary legatee, what bond may he give % 
To pay all debts and legacies. 

When is he exempt from giving bond 1 
When the testator so oixlers, or all interested agree 
to it 



CHAPTER XCIV. 

OF ADMINISTRATION AND DISTRIBUTION. 

To whom is administration granted ? 

1. To the widow or next of kin, or both. 

2. If they are unfit, or do not take it for thirty days, 
to one of the principal creditors. 

3. To any fit person. 

4. If the deceased was a married woman, to her hus- 
band. 

5. To the public administrator. 

When may a special adniinistrator bo a)>pointed1 

When by reason of a suit, or otherwise, there is delay 
in the regular ap[)ointment. 

What may be done while he is in charge? 

The court may order an allowance to the widow and 
children, and the payment of the expenses of the last 
sickness and funeral. 
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Who becomes an executor in his own wrong f 
Any one who injuriously intermeddles with goods of 
% person deceased. 
What are his Hahilities? 
He must account for the goofis and pay damngcs. 

How is property not disposed of by will distributed and ap- 
plied ? 

1. To the allowance to the widow and minor children. 

2. To debts and expenses of administration. 

3. The residue goes as if it was real estate, except — 

4. If the person leaves a husband, he takes all. 

«6. If the person leaves a widow and issue, the widow 
takes a third. 

6. And if no issue, all up to five thousand dollars and 
one half the rest 

How may irregular acts of administrators be mnde good ? 

They may be ratific<l by the judge of probate. 



' CHAPTER XCVI. 

OP INVENTORIES, ALLOWANCES, AND COLLECTIONS. 

By whom is the inventory to be returned ? 
The administrator, within three months. 

Who appraise it? 

Three persons appointed by the prjbate court. 
To whnt are the widow and minor children entitled ? 
Their ornaments and wearing apparel. 

What may they be allowed ? 

A reasonable amount as necessaries and provisions, 
and other articles for the support of the family forty 
days, to the widow, and if there is no widow, to the 
minor children, but not over fifty dollars to each child. 
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What in first to bo uted to pa/ debtil 

The personal estate. 

If tlittt itf not fuflBcknt, can the real estate bo sold f 

It can by order of the probate court 

What it coiuddeied as personal estate 1. 
Mortgages and laud taken on execution by the admiii* 
btrator. 



CHAPTER XCVn. 

OF THK PATIfENT OF DEBTS AND LBOAOIKCU 

What notice must the administrator givel 

Public notice of his appointment within three months. 

How \onfi can ho bo sued by creditors of the deceased 1 

For two years after he has given bond, if he has 
given nodoe. 

If a debt is not due within two yeam, how is it preserved 1 

Tlie probate court may order money to be kept to 
pay it. 

What other exception is there 1 

If new assets come into the administrator's hands 
after the time expires, he is liable for those. 

How soon can a suit bo begun 1 

Not till after one year. 

How 800U must tho administrator render his account f 

Within one year. 

If an estate is insolvent, in what order are the debts to bo paid 1 

1. Expenses of the funeral, lost sickness, and admin- 
istration. 

2. Debts entitled to a preference under the laws of 
the United States. 

3. Public rates, taxes, and excise dues. 

4. Other debts. 
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How is snch estate Administered ? 

It is represented insolvent, and two or more commis- 
rioners are appointed, who examine all claims and dedde 
upon them, or the judge performs these duties himself. 

Is their decision finnl t 

There is a right of appeal to the courts, and a trial by 
jury. 

Arc claims not proved before the commissioners bnrred ? 
They are, unless new assets come into the adminis- 
trator's hands. 



CHAPTER C. 

OP TRUSTS. 

Can a tmstee be removed ? 

He can, by the probate court or the supreme court 
When tborc is a vacancy, who can nppoint 1 

The probate court or the supreme court. 

Who cnn control the manngcment, iuvosting, and disposing of 
the funds ? 

The same courts. 

How must a trust concerning lands be created or declared f 
By an instrument in writing. 

Does a trust prevent a creditor or purchaser who bad no notice 
of it, from taking the land 1 

It docs not. 

Can nn cxccntor or administrator be removed ? 

Yes ; for good cause. 

What may administrators be anthorizcd to dol 

To comprcmiiso or rvSvr chiuuR n^ainst thom, or be- 
tween legatees, and to release interests in real or j)cr- 
soiml estiit<!. Disputes about the authenticity of wills 
may also be referred. 
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If tlio 8iiiviif*» f>ii A pruliato bond are lusiiiBclent, or iudo db* 
e)ittry;eil, what U Uoiio ? 
A new bond is required. 

Who chu brill); suit on ibo bond 1 

Creditors who have not been paid, or next of kin, for 
their distributive share after the amount lias been fixed 
by decree, or any one else interested who is authorized 
by the probate court 
For what is the estate in the hands of heirs or deviieei liable t 
For debts wliich could not be sued for against the 
administrator, and for which no other provision is made* 

If a citizen of another state dies, leaving property here, what is 
donet 

It is administered here. 



TITLE V. 



OF TITLE TO REAL ESTATE BT SPECIAL FBO- 

VISIONS. 

CHAFrER CIL 

OF SALES BT ADHINISTRATOKS OR GUARDIANS. 

When can an administrator or guardian have a license to sell 
real estate f 

When there is not personal property enough to pay 
the debts. 

Wlmt courts can grant the license % 

The suprciiuc, superior, and probate courts. 

When iiiuy the wliulc be bolil ? 

When a siilo of part would injure the property. In 
&.ic1i case a bond must be given. 

llov can such sale be prevented 1 

By any person interested who will give a bond to pay 
the debts. 
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How shnll the sale bo mnilc 1 
By auction, after notice. 

When else raaj a guardian eell 1 
For the purpose of investing in productive stock, but 

he must give bond. 

Can gnanlians sell at priyatc sale t 

They can by leave of the court 

Can administraton and guardians mortgage real estate in their 
hands ? 

Tlicy can by leave of the probate court 

What arc the requisites of a valid sale at auction as against 
an heir or ward ? 

1. A license by a competent court 

2. That a bond was given where a bond is required. 

3. That notice was given as required by the license. 

4. That the sale was at public auction, and the prem- 
ises are held by a purchaser in good faith. 



CHAPTER Cin. 

OP TAKING LAND ON EXECUTION. 

What lands may be taken on execution for deht ? 

Every interest in land (except the homestead), and 
land fraudulently put out of the debtor's hands. 

What is the course of proceed in j^ ? 

Three men, — one for the debtor, and one for the cred- 
itor, — appraise the land, and enough is set off to pay the 
debt. The exenitioii, with the ofriror*R Rtatement of his 
doings, must be reconlcd within three months. 

What rijrht hns the debtor to redeem ? 

He may redeem within one year. 
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When lands arc sulijcct to a mortgage, how b tho appraisal 
made? 

The amount of the mortgage is allowed. 

When may tho land bo sold on execution 1 

When it is subject to a mortgage, or when it has been 
fraudulently conveyed by the debtor, and stands in the 
name of another. 

How is it sold ? 

By public auction. 

Who gives the deed 1 
The officer. 

Can it be redeemed after sale I 
It can within one year. 

When the land levied on stands in the name of another than the 
debtor, what more must be done 1 

A suit must be brought to test the title within one 

year. 

Wlien land is taken on execution in favor of the State, how is i| 
donel 

By sale. 



CHAPTER CIV. 

OF HOMESTEADS. 

Who is entitled to a homestead, and of what value? 

Every householder with a family is entitled to a home- 
stead, exempt from being taken for debt, of the value 
of eight hundred dollars, in land owned and occupied by 
him. 

How is it acquired ? 

By a statement in the deed by which tlie property is 
acquired, or by a writing signed, sealed, acknowledged 
find recorded. 
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How is it lost 1 

By acquiring a new one. 

To what debts is tho homestead still liable ? 

For tho purchase money, and debts contracted before 
the deed or writing is rcconled. 

How may it be released or conveyed I 

By a deed in wliich the wife joins for that purpose. 

How long does the homestead continue 1 

Till the death or marriage of the widow, and till the 
children all come of age, provided some of them occupy 
the premises. 



CHAPTER CV. 

OP THE PREVENTION OF FRAUDS AND PERJURIES. 

When shall no action be brought, unless the contract or a 
meinoranditin of it is in writing, signed by the parry to be charged 1 

1. To charge an administrator on a promise to answer 
damages out of his own estate. 

2. To charge a person on a promise to answer for 
the debt, default, or misdoing of another. 

3. On an agreement in consideration of marriage. 

4. Or for the sale of lands. 

5. Or not to be performed within one year. 
What other promises must bo in writing ? 

A now pr()iuis(i to pay adchtdiscliargcid in insolvency, 

or barred by the statute of limitations. 

Is a representation about the character or credit of another 
actionable 1 

Only if it is made in writing. 

Whnt is necessary to the validity of a sale of goods over fifly 
dollars in value ? 

Either delivery of part, or something in earnest to 
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bind tlic bargain, or in part payment, or a niemonmcliiin 

signed by tbe party cbargeable. 
When is a contract for the sale of stocks or lionds voidi 
When tbe seller does not then own tliem. 



TITLE VII, 

OF THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS. 
CHAPTER CVI. 

OF MARRIAGE. 

What marringes ai*e forbidden 1 

Tbose witli relatives nearer tban cousins, or while 
eitbcr party bus anotlicr busband or wife living. 

If tlio parties go out of the State to avoid our laws, is the mar« 
riage valid 1 

No. 

What must he obtained before man*iage 1 
A certificate from tbe town clerk. 

To whom is he lorhiddcii to grunt iti 
To men under age, and women under eighteen, without 
their parents' consent. 

If residents here are married out of the State and return to live 
here, must they have a certificate 1 

Yes, on their return. 

Is the solcuiuization of marriage, where one party is a minor, 
rorl)i(Ulcn 1 

YeS) unless the parents consent. 

Who can Koleninize marriages ? 

Ministers and justices of the peace. 
For what are penalties imposed on them ? 

For violation of the provisions of this chapter, and not 
making returns. 
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If the person who solemnized the marringe was not authorized, 
is the mnrruige void ? 

Not if either party believed that it was a lawful mar- 
riage. 



CHAPTER CVn. 

OP DIVORCE. 

What nrnrnafi^s are nbRolntcly void ? 

Wlicti the parties are witliin the forbidden degrees of 

relationship, etthor party lias a former husband or wife 

living, or is insane or idiotic. 

If the Tfllidity of the mnrringo is doubted for fraud, or other 
cause, how can the matter be determined ? 

By a libel to annul it. 
For what cnuscs may a divorce be decreed I 

Adultery ; irapotency ; uniting with a sect which 
holds marriage unlawful, and remaining with them three 
yeare ; sentence to hard labor for five years or more ; 
desertion for five years; extreme cruelty; utter deser- 
tion ; confirmed habits of drunkenness ; cruel and abu- 
sive treatment ; wanton refusal to provide maintenance 
by the husband. 

Where are libels for divorce tried ? 

In the supreme court, with a jury, if asked for. 

During the suit, how is the wife provided for ? 

The court may order her an allowance, or alimony. 

Cnn a woman divorced resume a former name? 
By consent of the court. 

Can the guilty party marry again f 

No, except by express leave of the supreme court. 
Wlio hnn the ehildron 1 

The court decides wlio shall have them, regarding 
their best interests. 
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When dot* the diroraeJ wUs ntiUi bir right ordow«rt 
Wlien the divorce is fiir ths hiubaud'i adulterj, at 
imprJMnment 
Whut iimiKitf doc* Uie wife uIm wben » dlroreo it docraeil bar 1 
All her real estate, such of the personal eitate whkli 
■he brought her hualxuid m the court may allow, and 
tuch further amount a* alimonj a* the court order. 

OF LEQ^L BEFARA.TIOM. 

WIiMi tbe hMband detort* Ibe wl^ orfidi* tosupjiori lier.wbnt 
order maj tbe cnnri makel 

It may prohibit him from impauug any restiulDt on 
her, and decree her aupport and give her llie oiisLody of 
the children. 



CHAPTER CVIH. 
or BiQHTa Ain> liabilitiks of HUSBIKD AKD WITK. 

Wbat doei k married womui hold to bar own DM t 

All property oooveyed to her, earned by her labor on 
her aepaiiUe account, aud all posseised by her befbt« 
marriage, with the income. 

What power boa (he to ntnke controcla and conreyoncei I 

The same as if unmarried. 

What i* the iireiuin|>(ion about lioi bibort 

Tliat it is on her separate account. 

la hei hoabaud liable foi her debtiil 

No. 

What provieioii U moda for a guardinn I 
She may have a guardian appointed to manage and 
hold her property. 
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CHAPTER CIX. 

OF GUARDIANS AND WARDS. 

What court appoints guardians t 

Tlie probate court 

When can a minor nominate his guardian ? 

When lie is over fourteen years old. 

What are his powers and duty ? 

The custo<1y and tuitioii of the child, if it has no par- 
entfl, and the care of all his estate. 
Who else may appoint a guardian ? 
A father may by will. 

When is a guardian appointed for an insane person or spend- 
thnft? 

After due notice and proceedings in the probate 
court 

What must the guardian do ? 

Give bond to the probate court, and return an inven- 
tory and appraisal of his ward*s property, and file an 
account within one year, and once in three years after- 
wards. 
When the child's father is living, who supports him 1 
The father, unless the court thinks it reasonable that 
part of the ward's estate should be used for that purpose. 



CHAPTER ex. 

OP ADOPTION OP CHILDREN AND CHANGR OP NAMES, 

How may children be adopted ? 
By an order of the probate court after notice and 

hearing. 

8 
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What ifl required? 

In generul the written assent of the parents, and of the 
diihl, if over fourteen. 

What is the effect of the adoption 1 

The child is for all purposes the child of the new par- 
ents, and only retains the right to inherit property from 
its old ones. 

How can a person's name be lawfully changed 1 
By the probate court. 



CHAPTER CXI. 

OF MASTERS, APPRENTICES, ANa SERVANTS. 

For what time may children bo bound uii apprentices 1 

To the age of fuuiteen ; if above that age, to twenty- 
one for boys, and to eighteen or marriage for girls. 
By whom are they bound, if under fourteen ? 

By their parents ; if they have none, they bind them« 
selves with the selectmen's approval. 
If over fourteen? 

In the same way ; but they must sign the indentures. 
If paupers ? 

By the overseers of the poor. 

What is done if there is misconduct on either side f 

The superior court can inquire into it, and discharge 
the master or the servant from their obligations. 

What bonds are required? 

A bond on each side for the faithful discharije of the 
provisions of the indentures. 
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PART THIRD. 

OF COURTS AND PROCEEDINGS IN CIVIL CASES. 

TITLE I. 
OF COURTS. 

CHAPTER CXII. 

OF THE SUPRKMR JUDICIAL COURT. 

How mnnjr Justices are there of the supreme court I 
Seven. 

What does it superintend ? 

All courts of inferior jurisdiction, and issues writs 
necessary for the furtherance of justice. 

What officers maj thej remove ? 

Clerks of tlie various courts, commissioners of insol- 
vency, sheriffs, registers of probate, and district attor- 
neys. 

What matters are tried hy the full court ? 

Indictments for capital crimes and questions of law. 

Of what have they exclusive jurisdiction ? 

Of petitions for divorce and nullity of marriage. 

Of what concurrent jurisdiction 1 

Partition and the foreclosure of mortgages, and writs 
wliere the damages claimed exceed four thousand dol- 
lars in Suffolk county, and one thousand elsewhere. 

When they decide questions of law, what must the records 
show? 

A brief statement of the grounds of decision. 
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CHAFTEB CXUt 

OF ITS XQUITX JUKIBDICTIOM. 
What JnriidictiMi bM Um iBprema court in equity 1 
Of everf original procew in equit; where no olhar 
provision ia mode. 
Wlwt iu purtieutul 

Of the redemption or foredonire of mortgages, tnuts, 
specific performance of contracts, lesiitiitiuii of goods 
taken and coaceuled, coatrilnition between {ici-Bmia liublu 
for a debt, cases where there are distinct rigliU which 
utiiiiot l>e settled iu one suit at \:\vi, jiuiliLera mid tun- 
auts in common, joiut truslees and admiiiiiiLi-ikCors, wuaUj 
and uuisuiice, accounts whicti cannut lie adju»>lLil iil hiw, 
rciurhing property tliut cuuiiot he ii1ii(t:hud. fiuiid, con- 
veyances iu the uature of mortgage, accident and mis- 
take, discovery, and full equity poweiu >^llcre lliere is 
not a complete remedy at law- 
How an causflnt heaidt 
By one justice. 

Haw SM the; brought befois the full conrt t 
The justice may reserve them, or tlie partiet maj vf- 
peal. 



CHAPTEE CXIV. 

OF THK BDPERIOR OOUBT. 
How mnnj justices are thereof tba superior court 1 
Ten. 

Of what hns it juTiailiction % 

Of all civil or criminal actions of which no other 
sourt has exclusive jurisdiction. 
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What actions cannot be commenced here ? 
Those where the damages claimed are less than twen- 
ty dollars. 

For what does an nppeal lie to the snpremv court! 
For matters of law apparent on the record. 



CHAPTER CXV. 

OF MATTERS COMMON TO TIIR SUPRRMR AND SUPE- 
RIOR COURTS. 

Who establish rules for conducting the business ? 
The justices of each court. 
What is the law about the charp^ to the jury ? 
It must not be with respect to matters of fact, bnt 
may state the law and the evidence. 
Can the court set aside the verdict ? 
They can at any time before judgment. 
When is their decision final 1 
On objections to matters of form. 

In other cases what remedy has a party agirriered ? 
He may carry the matter to the supreme court. 

What powers hnve the courts as to their sessions ? 
They may hold two at once in one county or adjourn 
from one shiretown to another. 
What other power have they 1 
To establish a seal and appoint all necessary officers. 



CHAPTER CXVL 

OF POLICE COURTS. 

What are the officers of a police court ? 
One justice, two special justices, and a clerk. 
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What is their jurisdiction ? 

The suue as that of justices of the peace. They also 
have iu some criminal cases concurrent jurisdiction with 
tlio superior court. 

To what court does an appeal lie from their decisions 1 

To the superior court 

What courts are included under the name of police coartt f 
Police, municipal, and district courts. 



CHAPTER CXVn, 

OF PROBATE COURTS. 

Wliat are the officers of the probate court 1 
A jud«^e and register in each county. 

Whiit is its jurisilirliiMi 1 

Of the probate of wills, the appointing of administra- 
tors and guardians, the adoption of children and change 
of names ; partition, and concurrent jurisdiction with the 
supreme court to enforce specific performance of written 
contracts of persons deceased. 

What court has appellate jurisdiction in all probate matters 1 

The supreme court. 

What must the part/ appealing file and serve on the other 
party? 

His reasons of appeal. 

If any question of fact arises in the supreme court, how may it 
be tried ? 

By jury. 

Who has power to cstublisli rules of practice 1 

The judges, subject to the revision of the supreme 

court. 

What may they issue ? 

All necessary warrants and processes. 
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TV hat may be done when court is not in session 1 
All matters not requiring notice. 

What are funiislieil by the connty ? 
All probate blanks. 



CHAPTER CXVIII. 

OP COURTS OF IN80LVKNCT. 

Who are the officers of the court of insolrcncy ? 
The officers of the probate court. 

Are the provisions of the statutes concerning insolvency now 
In force? • 

They are suspended, while the United States bank- 
ruptcy law is in force. 



CHAPTER CXIX. 

OP JUDGES AND REGISTERS OP PROBATE. 

What oath mn^t the judge and register take and subscribe 1 

To faithfully discharge their duties, and that they will 
not be interested in any matter before them, which oath 
b filed in the probate office. 

Can the judges interchange services? 

They can. 

If the judge docs not or cannot act, who performs his duties? 

Any other judge designated by the register. 

If the register is absent, by ivhom is a temporary register ap- 
pointed ? 

By the judge. 
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CKAPTER CXX. 

OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

Of what have justices of the peace exclusive original jurisdic- 
tion? 

Of replevin for beasts distrained or impounded ; ac- 
tions for damages done by them ; for forcible entry and 
detainer, and actions wherein the damages claimed are 
under twenty dollars. 

What concurrent jurisdiction hare they with the superior 
court ? 

Of actions where the damages claimed are between 

twenty and one hundred dollars. 

Can their writs l)c served out of their county ? 
Only to attach property. 

If the dofoiiduiit dues not u]>|>ear are the diarizes against him 
to be taken as true % 
They are. 

If it appears that tlie title of real estate is in question, what be- 
eonics of the action ? 

On the request of either party, it is removed to the 
superior court. 

Must the defendant deny the plain tiffs charges in writing 1 
No ; he may deny them orally at the trial. 

Can a trial by jury be had before a justice of the peace 1 

It can ; the jury consisting of six. 
When is there an appeal from the decision of a justice 1 

In all cases where there was no trial by jury. 
What criminal ])owers have they 1 

To issue warrants. 
Who try criminal cases ? 

Trial justices. 

What is the jurisdiction of trial justices ? 

Of all offences where the fine or forfeiture does not 
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exceed fidj dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding six 

months, or both. 

When the offence is beyond their jnrisdiction what mnst they 
del 

Bind tlie offender over to the superior court for trial. 

Of what have they concnrrent jnrisdiction with the superior 
conrt 1 

Of stealing where the property is under fifteen dol- 
lars, of other larceny where it is under five dollars, of 
receiving such stolen goods, of obtaining property by 
false pretences, or gaming, of taking horses, boats, etc., 
without intent to steal, and of injuries to trees, gardens, 
and orchards. 

Docs an ap|)cn1 lie from their conviction ? 

It does in all cases except militia fines. 

What other powers have justices of the peace ? 

To frame necessary writs, issue summons for witnesses, 
iidministor oaths, and punish for contempt in judicial 
proceedings before themselves. 



CHAPTER CXXI. 

OP OLERKS, ATTORNEYS, AND OTHER OFFICERS OF 

COURTS. 

By whom is the clerk of the supreme court for the Common- 
wealth appointed ? 

By the court. 

What are the duties of the clerk ? 

To keep the records of the court, its papers, and issue 

all orders and writs. 

If the clerk is absent at any term how is the vacancy filled * 
By the judges. 
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Who inspects their records ? 

The supreme court. 

Who can he admitted to practise as an attorney at law 1 

Any jiiliabituiit, of age, of good moral character who 
has studied three years, or on examination, if he has not 
studied three years, or if he has been admitted in another 
state. 

For what may they be removed 1 

Any malpractice or deceit. 

Who else can manage suits 1 

Any party or person specially authorized. 

What lieu do attorneys have ? 

On the execution, for their fees and disbursements. 

What interest must they pay, if they do not on demand pay 
over money collected 1 

Five times the lawful interest. 

By whom are masters in chancery appointed and removable ? 
The governor and council. 

What is their term of office ? 
Five years. 

For what purpose are auditors appointed ? 
To state the accounts of the parties and report 
thereon. 

Is their report evidence 1 

It is prima facie evidence of matters properly em- 
braced in it. 
What is their compensation ? 
A reasonable amount to be allowed by the court. 

For what term docs the reporter of the decision of the supreme 
court hold his ofhce 1 

During the pleasure of the governor and council. 

What are his duties ? 

To report all decisions on questions of law. 
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CHAPTER CXXIL 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS. 

What are attornevs forbidden to do ? 
Buy or become intcre«tccl in claims for collection. 

What conrtfi have jurisdiction of applications for naturalization ? 
The supreme and superior courts. 

How mu9t the proceedings be conducted f 
In open court 



TITLE II. 

OF ACTIONS. 
CHAPTER CXXIIT. 

OP THE COMMENCEMENT OF ACTIONS AND SERVICE OF 

PROCESS. 

Wlicro muAt actions Iks brought ? 

In the county where one of the parties lives, but in 
actions for real est'ite in the county where it lies. 
How are civil actions commenced ? 

By original writ. 

How may it bo framed ? 

Either to attach goods and for want thereof to arrest 
the body, or it may be a summons with or without an 
order to attjich goods. 

When must a separate summons be served 1 
When property is attached. 

If the defendant's name is unknown, liow is the writ madel 
With a fictitious party as defendant, and amended. 

When are writs rotiirnablo? 

At the next term of court, or, if there are more than 
one within sixty days, at either. 
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When must writs be indoraod 1 

When the plaintiff lives out of the State. 

How is a summons served ? 

By reading it to the defendant or giving him a copj, 
or it may be left at his last and usual place of abode. 

What may be attached 1 

Any goods that may be taken on execution. 

How long after judgment may they be held 1 
Thirty days. 

When is the attachment dissolved by the defendant's death 1 
When aduiiiiistration is applied for within one year. 

When an attachment of real estate is made, what must be done 1 
A copy of the writ and return must be left at the 
registry of deeds. 

Wlutn) (isliilo is ulturhed standing in the name of one other 
tluiu lliu defendant, what is to bo donul 

A special attachment must be made, setting out a de- 
scription of the land, and the real and pretended owneiV 
names. 

Where property is too bulky to be removed, how is the attach- 
ment preserved 1 

By leaving a copy of the writ and return with the ' 
town clerk. 

How are shares of corporations attached? 
By leaving a copy of the writ and return with the 
person who has the books. 

When can mortgaged or pledged goods be held by attachment ? 
When tiie plaintiff pays the debt. 

If the property is perishable or expensive to keep, what is done 1 
Three persons are appointed to examine it, and if 
they decide that it is perishable, they a|)praise it and it 
's sold, unless the debtor releases it by giving bond. 
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If a share in property owned by MTeral is attached, how may 
the others get possession 1 
By an appruisnl and bond as above provided. 

Who can ask the conrt to racate a frandulent attachment t 
Any person hiiving a subsequent claim on the prop- 
erty. 

How can an excessive attachment be redncedf 
l\y an order of the court, after notice. 

How may an attachment be dissolved f 

Tlie defendant may give a l)ond to pay the judgment 
which may be recovered, or one to pay the value of the 
property. 

By whom most these bonds be approved f 

By the plaintiff, or by a master in chancery. 



CHAPTER CXXIV. 

OP ARItKST, IMIMIISONMKNT, AND DISCIIAUGR. 

When can a person be arrested on mesne process in an action 
of contract 1 

When the plaintiff has satisfied some justice, Ist 
That he has a good cause of action. 2d. That he be- 
lieves with reason that the defendant has property not 
exempt which he does not intend to apply to the claim ; 
and 3d. That the defendant intends to leave the State. 
Or, instead of 2d and 3d, that the defendant is an at- 
torney, and the claim is for money collected and un- 
reasonably kept 

What must the plaintiff prove to the justice in an action of 
tortt 

That he has a good cause of action for one third the 
damngcs claimed, and that he has reason to believe that 
the defendant will leave the State. 
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la wtuU actioa* cuMt Ibt defunduit be arrcalcJ on mem 

Slander, or libeL 
Wlut Butt tbe ciedftor pebre to tbe jusiice to >uihorue a 



That he reaioiiablj believes ; 

lit. Hiat the debtor has property not exempt, wliick 
he does not iutend to apply on the claim ; or, 

2d. That unca the debt was contruttuJ, he hua fi-aud- 
ulendy disposed of his property for Wis own use. 

8d. Or lost at gambling one ljiiiiili'i;(l dollars. 

4th. Or wilfully squaudereil Ills prcijieity ; or, 

Sth. That be contracted tlie tlebtnot intiiuting to {my 
itt or, 

fith. lliat lie IB an attorney, and docs not jmy over 
luuiiiiy (ailliH^lml. 

Can a wouwu be omsted 1 

Only for tort, or after un examination before tlio court, 
where she refuses to apply her proiierty (o the debt w^ 
cording to their orders. 

What U allowed the defendant whan Mrested ! 

Time to get boil in arrest on mesne process or to gtl 
sureties for his recognizance to take the poor debtor's 
oath. 

Whst b fint done In such caas 1 . . . - 

lie is tolicn before a uiugistmte. 

What is the condition of the recognizance T 

Hiat he will deliver himself up for examination. 

ir the cliiirifB U thiit he Intended to leave the State and It Is 
di>|>njvad, wlint In doiiel 

He is discliarged. 

When U he allowed to tnke the poor debtor's oath % 

When tlic magistrate is satisfieil of the truth of the 
facts slated in it and the maglatrute's cerliHcate. 
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What are the snbetance of the oath and certificate ? 

That he has no property of the value of twenty dol- 
lars, not exempt, and none disposed of or concealed for 
his own lienofit. 

If the (Ichtor w iiiipriffoticfl, who supports him? 

If he claims support as a pauper, the plaintiff. 

If the charges of fraud on clauses two to six are made, what 
is done 1 

The debtor is tried, and if convicted, sentenced to 

hanl labor. lie has a right of appeal to the superior 

court 

If a dchtor imprisoned becomes insane, how is he discharged ? 
Hy the judge of probate. 

How may any person who recognizes as surety, as provided in 
this chapter, protect himself? 

He may surrender his principal. 



CHAPTER CXXV. 

OF BAIL. 

Who may give bail ? 

Any person arrested on mesne process. 

Wliat is the condition of the bail-bond ? 

That the debtor shall abide the judgment of the court. 

Where may the bail surrender their principal ? 
In court, or after judgment, to the ofRcer who holds 
the execution. 



CHAPTER CXXVI. 

OF ABSENT DEFENDANTS AND INSUFFICIENT SERVICE, 
When can a person living out of the State be sued here '* 
When an effectual attachment of his goods is made. 
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WImh tlM plftiutur It ft iMMi-fMM«iil, to wlMt It 1m Ualitot 
A crow action. 

If the writ hit not been terred on the non-retUent doftndna^ 
whiit notice it given hiinl 

Such M the court thall order. 

Whnt rtttrietion It there on taking out exeentlon in ineh entet 
It caunot 1)0 taken for a year, unlets the pbdntUF 

gives bond to restore wliat he gets, if the judgment k 

reversed. 



CHAPTER CXXVII. 

OF DKATH AND DISABILITIES OF PABTIBS* 

What aetioni survive the death of the parties t 

Roploviii, tort to the iiorsoii, for goods taken, damage 

to real and personal estate, against sheriffs, also those 

which survive at common law. 

If a fMtrtj diet, what It donel 

His administrator comes in or is cited in by the court 
to prosecute or defend the suit 

In real actions or proceedings for partition^ who may eoma inl 
The heir or devisee of the land. 



CHAPTER CXXVIII. 

or ACTIONS BY AND AGAINST ADMINISTRATORS. 

When U an udiiiiinatrutor liublo for costs personally 1 
When he is defeated in any action to which he is a 
party, but they may be allowed in his account. 
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CHAPTER CXXIX. 

OP PLEADINQS AND PRAOTICB. 

What are tlio diTiRions of poreonal actions. 

Three: contract, tort, ami replevin. 

now mnst the declaration be framed t 

It must state the facts necessary to constitute the 
sause of action with substantial certainty and without 
unnecessary verbiage. 

What nitiRt Im) fiot out? 

Copies of all written instruments. 

Who may be joined in one action f 

All persons liable on one contract ; as the signer and 
indorser of a note. 

When must the declaration be inserted in the writ ! 
When an arrest is made. 

What is the object of a demurrer? 

To point out some defect of law. 

How must it be drawn ? 

The defect must be specially pointed out. 

What mupt the defendant next do ? 
He must file an answer. 

What must the answer set out ? 

It must deny in clear and precise terms every fact 
stated in the declaration which the defendant disputes, 
or declare the defendant's ignorance, and he must give 
copies of all written instrnments relied on. 

Can a suit be abated for circumstantial errors ? 

No. 

What amendments can be made in the proceedings? 
Any amendment which justice requires. 

What 18 the effect of a default suffered by the defendant ? 
The charge in the declaration may be taken as true. 

9 
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When ma/ a part/ file interrogatoriei to be answered by ih% 
other part/ f 

At any time before the case is opened to the jury. 

Wheu must ihey be anawered, aud liow I 
Within ten days, in writing, under oath. 

If a party refuaea to answer, what penalty may the ooort in- 
fiictl 

A judgment against him. 

If the defendant is liable to the plaintiff, what may he do t 
He may offer him judgment for the sum due. 

If the pluintid* docs not accept the offer, how are the costs reg* 
nlated 1 

Unless the plaintiff recovers more than was offered, 
the defendant recovers costs from the time of the offer. 

When are parties entitled to a trial by jury I 
When tlicy ask for it in writing, otherwise, the 
is tritul by tlio jiulgc. 

What forms are used in legal proceedings t 
Those given in this chapter. 



CHAPTER CXXX. 

OF SET-OFF AND TENDER. 

What can be set off against each other 1 

Mntual debts or demands, founded on ju<lgment or 
contract, whi<:h are liquidated or can be ascertained by 
calculation. Tliey nuist be between all the |tlaiiitiil*s 
and all tlie (let'euihiiitB. 

When can aeluiiu assigned to the defendant bo set off? 

When it was assigned, and notice given to the plain- 
tiff before the action was began. 
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In what form is the matter hronght into coart ! 
By a declaration in set-off and proceedings like other 
suits. 

To what time does the statute of limitations run against a claim 
in set-off? 

To the date of the plaintiff's writ 

When may tender he made ? 

At any time more than four days before the return 
day of the writ. 

How miiRt the tondor l>e made ? 

The debt and costs must bo tendered, and if not ac- 
cepted, paid into court 



CHAPTER CXXXI. 

OF WITNR8SK8 AND KVIDENCB. 

Who can issue summons for witnesses to attend court ? 
Any clerk of a court, or justice of the peace. 

Who can serve them, and how 1 

Any officer who can serve civil process, and any disin- 
terested person ; by reading, or by leaving a copy, and by 
tendering one day's fees. 

If the person summoned does not attend, to what is he liable 1 

To pay djiningcs, aiul to a fine ; and he may be arrested 
and brought to court 

How is the oath administered ? 

With the ceremony of holding up the hand, or in the 

form the witness considers most obligfitory. 

If the witness has scruples about swearing, in what form is he 
put under oblijjntion to tell the truth ? 

He affirms under the penalties of perjury. 
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Can parties testify 1 

Thej can, except that neither husband nor wife shall 
testify to private conversations with each other. 

When may the deposition of a witness bo taken f 

When the witness lives over thirty miles from tlie 
place of trial, is about to leave the State, or is sick or 
infirm. 

What notice must be given 1 

A notice in writing, signed by a justice of the peace. 

How is the taking conducted I 

The witness is first sworn, then examined, and his 
answers taken down by the justice, or a disinterested 
person, and signed. 

Wliat is done with it 1 

The justice annexes his certificate of the manner of 
taking, and Hc:ndH it to thu court. 

Before whom, uud how are dc)K>8itions taken out of the State 1 
Before commissioners appointed by the court, or the 
governor, on written interrogatories. 

Are they admissible if taken in any other way ? 
The court have power to a<hnit them. 

How is a deposition taken to perpetuate testimony f 
Application is made to two justices, who notify all 
interested, and when satisfied that it is a proper case, 
take the deposition, which must at once l)e recorded in 
the registry of deeds. 



CHAPTER CXXXIT. 

OF JURIES. 

Who are qualified to serve as jurors 1 

All who can vote for representatives. 



GENERAL STATUTES OF IfASSACHU SETTS. 133 

Who are exempt 1 

Certain officers of the government, and of courts, 
lawyers, ministers and doctors ; persons over sixty-five ; 
members of the militia, members of the fire department ; 
conductor and engineers on railroads ; teachers, and 
some others. 

How often mnst they senre t 

Not oflener than once in three years. 

Whnt li.«t flo the gcloctinen prrpnre f 

Of such iM»rR0ii« as arc well qualified. 

How arc thoy diinitnoncd to court 1 

The clerks issue a writ to the selectmen for such num- 
ber as are necessary, and the names are publicly drawn 
by lot, and then summoned. 

How arc the juries arranged in court? 

Alphalicticrtlly ; the first twcdve are the first jury ; the 
second, the second jury, and the rest supernumeraries. 

What ri«;ht of cliallcngc have the parties t 
They may challenge two peremptorily, and more for 
cause. 



CHAPTER CXXXIII. 

OF JUDGMENT AND EXECUTION. 

When IS judgment entered ? 

As of the last day of the term, unless another day is 
fixed by express order. 
How soon can an execution issue ? 
Twenty -four hours afler judgment 

When 18 it returnable to the court 1 

In sixty days from its date. 

When can executions be set off 1 

When they are in the same right, between the same 
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parties and not assigned ; but they cannot be set off so 
as to deprive the attorney of his lien for fees, and dis- 
bursements. 

How are executions levied f 

As the attorney directs. 

What personal proiicrty of a debtor is exempt from seizure 1 

Necessary clothes ; one bed, bedstead and bedding for 
every two persons of the family ; one stove and twenty 
dollars worth of fuel ; other necessary furniture not over 
three hundred dollars in value ; bibles, school books and 
library, not over fifty dollars in value ; one cow, six 
sheep, two swine, two tons of hay ; the tools of his trade, 
not over one hundred dollars in value ; materials and 
stock used hi his trade, to the same amount; provisions 
for his family to the value of fifty dollars; one pew; 
boats, tackU) and nets of a fisherman to the value of 
one hundred dollars ; uniform, arms and accoutrements ; 
rights of burial and tombs ; one sewing-machine. 

How arc goods, taken on execution, dis])osed of 1 

They must be kept four days, and then sold at aucUon 
within ten days more after due notice. 

What is done with any surplus ? 

It is returned to the debtor, unless the property was 
attached under some other writ. 

Uow arc shares in cori)orations levied on ? 

They are sold like other personal property, and the 
officers are obliged to issue new certificates to the pur- 
chasers. 

What execution must Ixs recorded 1 

One issued on a judgment in a writ of entry for the 
possession of real estate. 
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TITLE III. 
OF REMEDIES RELATING TO REAL PROPERTV. 

CHAPTER CXXXIV. 

OF THE WRIT OF ENTRY, AND PETITIONS FOR THE 

SETTLEMENT OF TITLE. 

Iloir Arc estates of frccholcl recovered 1 
By a writ of entry. 

Ap^iiifft whom mny it be brought 1 

Against iiiiy one in possession wlio claims a freehold^ 
or who Inis actnally disposscssctl the plaintilT. 

How arc the pleadings regulated ? 
By the common law. 

How can joint tenants or tenants in common suel 
Either jointly or separately. 

What <*nn the plnlniiflfrccrover Iwsidos the land 1 
Rents and profits and damages for waste. 

When 18 the tenant to be allowed for improvements ? 
When he has held the land six years or under a title 
which he had reason to believe good. 

How is this allowance limited? 

It must never exceed the amount expended nor the 
increased value of the premises thereby. 

How can the plaintiff obtain the value of his interest in the 
premises 1 

He may have that value assessed, and if the defend- 
ant elects to pay it, he will hold the land. 

If a person is in possession and another claims title, wbat rem- 
edy has the first 1 

On his petition the court may order the other to es- 
tablish his right. 
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CHAPTBB CXXXV. 
or THK yntrr op dowkr. 



■ 



When doirer hM not been ut off b> ber Ly tli 
tiM protHUe ooniL 
What maat Ae Ont do 1 
Make a denwnd in writing. 
UaheiMorendowur, bmr bit art offto hart 
Bjr tlirea comioisuonen appoiutsd by the oobtL 



CHAPTEB CXXXVL 

Oir TtlK PAKTITIOK Of LAUDS. 

Bj wIuU courta call a gtaitilion ba Bada 1 - * 

Bj the probate, auperior, or Mipreme. 
In thaiup«riMand*npraiiiaoMUtB what aMtha prooaadii^l 
Kither a writ of partition at oommon lair or a peti- 
tion for parUtion. 
Who CBU inaintaiD tha patitionl 
Any person having an estate in pouesaion. 
How U tha petitian aerred 1 

A copy must be given to every petaon interested, and 
■nch fitrtber notice given as the court may order. 
Wbat la the fiiaC quoMion tried ! 
Wbetber tlie petitioner is entitled to pnrtidon. 
If that U docidod foe the petitioner, how is purtjtiou mode ! 
By llirec or five coiumidsioiicrs wlto ure sworu and 
give iioUce to tlie pmliea. 

If the shares caiiuoC ba moilB equal, or the property would be 
injured hj divuiun, liow ieJuBtiue reiicbeitl 

One may l>e ordered to pay money to anotlier, or al- 
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ternate occupancy ordered, or the estate sold and the 
money divided. 

In case of alternate occupancy, how does the one in posses- 
sion hold ? 

For most purposes as if he were a tenant under a 
lease. 

What appeal is there ? 

On matters of law, to the supreme court 
When may a party claim a new partition ? 

When ho had no notice, or when ho has heon evicted 
by one who has a superior title. 
Of whnt estates can the probate court make partition ? 

Of any where the sliares are not disputed. 

How is the partition made ? 

Substantially as in the other courts. 
In case money is awarded, when does the partition take effect 1 

Only after it is paid or secured. 

If a new partition ib ordered what compensation is allowed f 

For improvements. 

How are water-rights divided 1 

As above provided, or by a bill in equity. 



CHAPTER CXXXVII. 

OP FORCIBLE ENTRY AND DETAINER. 

How may a person who holds possession of lands wrongfolly, 
be expelled from the poRRCRnion ? 

A writ may issue from a justice or police court stating 
the facta, and if on trial he appears to be entitled to it, 
the plaintilF has judgment and execution for possession. 
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If the defviiidant removes the actiou or appeals to the superior 
court, what boud must he give ? 

To pay all rent and all damages. If the appeal ia 
on frivolous grounds, he must pay double rent. 



CHAPTER CXXXVIII. 

OF WASTE AND TUESPASS. 

Who has an action of waste 1 
Any person having a reversion or remainder. 

What does he recover 1 
Damages and the place wasted. 

If a juint-tuiiiiiit or tenant, while au action is {tending for the 
laud, commits w;istc, what damages must he pay ? 

'i'rcblo (huiiii«;cs. 

What damages are given for a wilful trespass to trees ? 
Treble damages. 

Who can issue a writ of injunction to prevent waste ? 
The supreme court. 



CHAPTER CXXXIX. 

OF PRIVATE NUISANCES. 

When a person prevails in a suit for a nuisance, what doet 
the court order 1 

Its abatement. 

What other remedy is there 1 

An injunction. 
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CHAPTER CXL. 

OF THE FORECLOSURE AND REDEMPTION OF MORT- 
GAGES. 

How may a mortgagee obtain possession ? 
Bj action, or by peaceable entry. 

How long mast he hold it to complete the foreclosure ? 
Tliree years. 

When the entry is made without the action, what is necessary 1 
A sworn statement of the fact by two witnesses, re- 
corded. 

In the action, what judgment is entered 1 

That if the condition of the mortgage is performed in 
two months, the mortgage shall be void ; otiierwise a 
writ of possession shall issue. 

If the mortga;;ee is in pos.<iession at the time the condition is 
broken, when does the three years begin to run ? 

When a notice is given to the mortgagor, which is to 
be proved by a certificate recorded. 

How may a mortgage be redeemed ? 
By performing the condition and paying all legal 
'*X)st8 before incurred. 

What is done when the mortgagee has had possession ? 
An account of rents, profits, and expenses is taken. 

If the tender of performance is refused, how soon must suit to 
redeem l>o brought ? 

Within one your. 

If suit to redeem is brought without a tender, what must the 
mortgagor do ? 

lie must therein offer performance. 
Where must the suit be brought ? 

In the superior or supreme courts. 
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If the mortga<^e has a power of sale, what may the mortgagee 
have instead of a writ of possession ? 

An order of sale. If he sells, he must return his do- 
ings to the court within ten days. 

If he sells without an order of court, what must he do 1 
He must record a sworn statement of the sale in the 
registry of deeds, within thirty days. 



CHAPTER CXLI. 

OF INFORMATIONS FOR INTRUSION AND RECOVERY OF 

LANDS BY THE STATE. 

IIow may the State proceed against trespassers and uitruders 1 
By an hifonnation filed in the supreme courL 



TITLE IV. 

OF PROCEEDINGS IN CERTAIN SPECIAL OASES. 

CHAPTER CXLII. 

OF TRUSTEE PROCESS. 

What actions may ho commenced hy trustee process 1 
All personal actions except replevin, actions for mali- 
cious prosecution, slander or libel, and assault and bat- 
tery. 

Where must it be returnable ? 

In a county where one of the trustees dwells. 

When may new trustees be inserted 1 

At any time before service on the defendant. 
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What is the tmstee's duty ? 

To file an answer diftclosing whether he has anj 
money or goods of the defendant in his hands. 

Hoir can he be farther examined ? 

By written interrogatories filed in court 

If the money or goods are claimed by a third person, how is 
his right determined ? 

By making him a party to the proceedings. 

If during a suit the defendant is summoned as trustee of the 
plaintiflT, dors the suit ])rocncd ? 

Only to ascertain tlie amount due. 

For what is a trustee chargeable ? 

For goods, effects, or credits of the defendant ; money, 
though not yet due, or property conveyed by him fraud- 
ulently as against creditors. 

Is a trustee chargeable, if he paid over the money before he 
had notice 1 

No. 

What is exempt from trustee process ? 

Wages to the amount of twenty dollars, except when 
the suit is for necessaries. The earnings of the debtor's 
wife and minor children. 

For what is a trustee not chargeable 1 

A note not due, money held by him as a sheriff or 
public oflicer, money due on a contingency, or a judg- 
ment on wliicli an execution may issue. 

If a jndj^inonfc is rcndcrcMl ngaiiiBt a trustee charging him, is 
he still liable to the defendant ? 
No. 

If a trustee docs not pay over the money to the officer, to what 
js he liable ? 

To a writ of scire facias, on which the matter is again 
tried, and if charged, an absolute execution issued. 
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If tbe trustee hat specific goods, what is done 1 

When he is chargod, ho inuiit deliver them to the 

ofllcer to diftfioso of on his execution, but any claim he 

UiiA on tlieiu inuHt liriit be satitilicd. 

How are the costs arranged 1 

The trustee, if he is charged, retains them. If he ia 
discharged, the plaintiff must pay them to him. 

When must the trustee pay costs 1 

When he was guilty of any neglect or fitult 



CHAPTER cxLnr. 

OF REPLEVIN OF PKOPERTY. 

When docii a writ of ruplcvin liu 1 

When beasts arc ditttraiiicd or iiu|K)unded, or wbea 
goods of the value of twenty dollars are attached, taken, 
or detained from the owner unlawfully. 

Where is the suit brought ? 

In the county where the goods are detained. 

What boud must the plaiutiif give ? 

A bond with a penalty of double the appraised value 
of the goods conditioned to prosecute the replevin, and 
return the goods and pay damages and costs, if unsuc- 
cessful. 

If it is decided that the defendant is entitled to the goods, what 
is the judgment 1 

For their return with damages and costs. 

If the plaiutitf succeeds, what is the judgment 1 
For damages and costs. 
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CHAPTER CXLIV. 

OF HABEAS CORPUS, PERSONAL REPLEVIN, AND PER- 
SONAL LIBERTY. 

Who is entitled as of ri};ht to n writ of hahean cor put f 

Every person imprisoned or restrained of Iiis liberty, 
except as follows : persons committed for treason or fel- 
ony, or as accojisories, when the offence is properly set 
out in the warrant; persons convicted, or in execution 
on legal process ; persons committed on mesne process, 
unless excessive bail is asked. 

By whom is tlie writ isssiiod 1 

By atiy judge, and if no judge is known to be within 
five miles, by a justice of the peace. 

How is application for it made 1 

By a sworn complaint, setting forth the person de- 
tained, where, by whom ; the cause, if known ; and, if 
on a warrant, a cop}', if obtainable. 

When, and licfore whom is the writ rctuniahlc 1 
Forthwith, before a justice of tlie supreme court. 

What must the |)erson holding the prisoner state in writing, 
under oath, to the court ? 

Whether he has the pariy ; the authority by which he 
holds him ; and, if he has transferred him to another, at 
what time, for what cause, and by what autliority he did 
it 

What else must he do ? 

Produce the person, restrained, if possible. 

How is the case heard 1 

At once, in a summary way. 

When cnn a trial by jury be had ? 

When the person is claimed as a fugitive from labor 
or service in another state. 
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What Me tlie nilet of eridenee in raeh eaie t 
No person interested can testify, and all presomptions 
are in fiivor of freedom. 

What notice must be given in gcnenl t 
To all persons interested, and to the attorney gen* 
era! in criminal cases. 

If (he detention is l«gal, what order it iisoad t 
To remand the prisoner to cnstodj. 

If it is iU<^, what order is issued 1 

To discharge the prisoner; or, if he is held till he 

gives excessive bail, to reduce the amount 

What general power liaye justices of tlie supreme and superior 
courts 1 

To issue a writ of habeoi carpus to bring before them 

any person detained, and to bail or discharge him, except 

only persons couunitted by the governor, senate, or houso 

of rcpresoiitatives. 

If a person refuses to serve the writ or obey it wlien lervedy bow 
is he punished 1 

For contempt ; and by a penalty of four hundred dol* 
lars. 

For what purposes is a writ of personal replevin issued 1 

The same as habeat carpus. 

What court issues it 1 
The superior court 

What must the person detained do 1 

Give bond to prosecute the replevin, and appear ready 

to be remanded if the court order. 

If the defendant does not produce the ploiutiff, how is he com- 
pelled to do so 1 

lie is arrested and kept in close custody. 

Who may sue out the writ of personal replevin 1 
Any person who gives security for costs. 
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CHAPTER CXLV. 

OF CERTIORARI, MANDAMUS, AND QUO WARRANTO. 

Bj whom, and for whnt cAnsc, arc writs of crrtiorari issued ? 
By the supreme court, to correct errors in proceedings 
not according to the course of the common law. 

Whftt is the object of the writ of mandamus f 

To compel some officer to perform his duty. 

What are the proceedings ? 

The person to whom it is directed must make a writ- 
ten return which the other party may deny. The mat* 
ter is then tried. 

What is the object of a writ of quo warranto f 

To inquire if a private corporation is exceeding, or 
abusing its power. 

How are the proceedings conducted ? 

Any person injured may get leave frpm the supreme 
court to file an infonnation, and the question is then 
tried. 

What is the judgment ? 

Tliat the corporation be perpetually excluded from the 
franchise, or privilege claimed, and if the attorney -gen- 
eral appears and asks it, a judgment of fine and forfeit- 
ure. 



CHAPTER CXLVI. 

OP WRITS OP ERROR AND REVIEW. 

For what does a writ of error issue from the supreme court ? 
To reexamine questions of law and final judgments 
of the superior court. 
Does a writ of error stny the proceedings 1 
Only wlien the plaintiff gives a bond in civil cases to 
10 
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pay the judgmenti and the stay of proceedings U ordered 

by a justice of the supremo court 

When nmy a ciril action be tried anew as matter of right Ott a 
writ of review 1 

By a defendant who was absent from the State whea 
judgment was rendered against him, but he must be|^ 
within one year after judgment. 

When else may a review be granted 1 

On petition, when justice requires, by the supreme 
court, of judgments of the supreme and superior courts ; 
and by the superior courts, of judgments of the supericMr 
court and justices of the peace. 

How is the matter tried 1 

On tlie same bsue as the original suit. 



CHAPTER CXLVII. 

or ABBITRATION BY AORBBMRNT BBVORS A JUSTIOB 

OF TUB PBACB. 

How may dcmancbi l>e iubiuitted to arbitration 1 

)iy an ugi*ceu)ent signed and uckuowleiiged before a 
justice of the peace. It may be of a specific demand or 
of all demands. 

Can the submission be revoked 1 

It cannot 

How many arbitrators must act 1 

All must meet and hear the parties, but a majority 
may make the award. 

To whom is the award to be delivered 1 

To the superior court. 
What action do they take on it 1 

They may reject, recommit, or accept and render judg* 
ment on it. 
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CHAPTER CXLVIII. 

OF niPROYING SWAMPS AND MEADOWS. 

How can swamps or meadows owned by several persons be 
Improved ? 

The majority in interest may apply to the superior 
court and have commissioners appointed. 

What are the powers and duties of the commissioners ? 
They, after notice and hearing, cause dams and dikes 
to be erected, ditches to be dug, and the land to be 
flowed, as they judge best, and apportion the expense, 
and appoint a collector. 

What appeals are allowed ? 

By any person injured, from the commissioners to the 

superior court, and from the superior to the supreme 

court 

How may the owners be authori/cd to bnild roadff, drains, 
ditc1ie]«, and tininids across the land of ofcliers 1 

They may apply to the county commissioners or 

selectmen, wlio shall proceed according to the form in 

laying out highways. 



CHAPTER CXLIX. 

OP THE SUPPORT AND REGULATION OF MILLS. 

"Where may a person erect a mill 1 

On any stream not navigable, where it will not injure 
any other mill. 

How 18 the height to which the water may ho rnlRcd deter* 
mined 1 

By a jury. 

What is the remedy of persons whose land is flowed I 
A petition to the superior court for damages. 
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How ii tha proceeding tlien oondaeted f 

Like a suit at oommoii law, with an appeal to the 
•upreme court. 

How ie tlie Joiy to eitimete the cUnugel 

They most allow all damage to hU lands and dedaet 
all benefit. 

What sams are they to fix f 

The (hiuiiigo for tliree years past, tlie anniuil damage 
for the future, and a gross sum fbr future damage, and 
the complainant may elect to take the gross sum. 

What lien does he harel 

A lien on the mill fbr the damages. 

When con a new complaint he brought 1 
When either party wishes the annual compensatloii 
changed. 

Is this the only remedy 1 
It is. 

For whnt other purpose besides mills may dams be erected 
under this act? 

For agricultural purposes. 

If property is endangered by a dam, what is the owner's 
remedy 1 

He may apply to the county commissioners to ex- 
amine the dam. 

What is their power 1 

To order the dam owner to make all necessary repairs 
and alterations, and if he neglects, to do it at lus ex* 
pense. 

If the dam flows a rood, what is done 1 

The road is altered by the county commissioners at 
the dam owner's expense. 

When a mill or dam owned by several in common needs re- 
oairs, how is the matter determined ? 

A meeting of the proprietors is called and a majority 
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in interest decides, and all must contribute to any ex« 
pense voted. 

What toll is allowed millers ? 
Kot exceeding one sixteenth. 



CHAPTER CL. 

OF LIENS ON BUILDINGS AND LAND. 

Who can claim a lien on buildings and land for labor ? 
Any i»crson wlio performs or furnishes labor, with 
the owner's consent 

Who for material 1 

Any one furnishing them, who has notified the owner 
in writing, if he is not the purchaser, that he intends to 
claim it 

How can tlio owner prevent such Hen ? 
By giving notice to the person who would acquire it, 
provided it is not acquired under a contract with him. 
How can such lien be dissolved 1 

By giving a bond like that given to dissolve an at^ 
tachment, which must be filed with the town clerk. 

What steps must be taken to preserve and enforce the lien ? 

The person claiming it must file with the town clerk 

a just and true sworn account of the amount due him 

and a description of the property, within thirty days, and 

. bring suit within ninety days after ceasing to labor or 

furnish materials. 

Is such account invalidated by an unintentional inaccuracy ? 

It is not 

Who may join in the suit 1 

Any number who worked for the same person. 
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Who may appear in the suit 1 

Any creditor having a lien on the same property. 

How is the trial conducted 1 

The court decide between them in a summary way, 
with a jury, if asked for. 

If any lien is established, what is done 1 

The property is sold and the proceeds divided among 
the creditors. 

What appeal is allowed 1 
To the supreme court. 

What claim do persons employed in constructing a railroad 
have on the owners 1 

A claim analogous to this lien, and on whicli notices 
and certificates must be filed in the same way. 



CHAPTER CLI. 

OF MORTGAGES, FLEDGES, AND LIENS ON CHATTELS. 

Where and when must chattel mortgages be recorded 1 
Willi the town clerk of the town where the mortgagor 
lives and where he transacts his business. If he lives 
out of the State, where the goods are. 

If not so recorded, is the mortgage valid ? 

Not unless possession is taken. 

How is it foreclosed 1 

By a written notice of intention to foreclose served 
on the mortgagor and recorded with an ailidavit of ser- 
vice. 

How long can it be redeemed after such service ? 
For sixty days. 

How can a pledgee sell the goods pledged 1 
By notice of an intention to sell, served and recorded 
iike the above. 
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How soon can he sell? 

If the property is not redeemed in sixty days. 

What lien is given on vessels 1 
For labor and materials. 

How is it enforced ? 

Like a lien on land, except that the acconnt must be 

filed within four days after the vessel leaves the port. 

How can a person who holds a lien of any other sort enforce 
It? 

If the debt is not paid in sixty days after demand, he 

can apply to a justice of the peace for an order to sell 

What may tlie jnstice do ? 

After notice and hearing, he may order a sale. 

What lien do boarding-house keepers have % 
On baggage and effects brought to their house by 
boarders or guests, except mariners. 



CHAPTER CLII. 

OF RECOGNIZANCES FOR DEBT. 

How may a debtor enter into a recognizance for a debt 1 
By coming before the clerk of the superior court, or 
before a justice of the peace, for that purpose. 

What is its effect 1 

To subject his person, goods, and estate to be taken 
on execution. 

When can execution be issued 1 

As soon as there is a default of payment. 

Wbnt IB tlio rotncdy for the wrongful suing out or lerTice 
»f such execution 1 
A writ of audita querela. 
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CHAPTER CLin. 

or BBIZINQ AND LIBKLLIKQ VOBFBITED QOOIHk 

When goodi are forfeited for ftnjr olRmce, wbo may teiit ibeaf 
Any person entitlod to recover theuii or any offioeri 
or constable. 

What ihaU he then dot 

File a libel, setting out tibe cause of sdsorej and 
asking a decree of forfeiture. 

What notice is givenl 

To all persons by advertisement 

If a claimant appears, how is his x^ht tried 1 
Like a civil action. 

When are the goods delivered to the claimant 1 
On his giving bond to restore thein, or pay their yaloe 
if foiicited. 

What rightbhashel 

To a trial by jury and an appeal. 

When are the goods sold, pending the proceedings 1 
When they are perbhablcy or for any other good 
reason. 



TITLE V. 

OF THB LIMITATION OF ACTIONS. 
CHAPTER CLIV. 

OF THB LIMITATION OF REAL ACTIONS AND RiaHTS OF 

ENTRY. 

How soon after the right accrues must a real action be 
brought or an entry made? 

Within twenty years; but occupation of land, within 
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the limits of a railroad, may be terminated without re- 
gard to the lapse of time. 

When does the right accrue 1 

AVhen a ]>er8on first becomes entitled to the possession, 
or if once in possession, when he was expelled. 

What are the exceptions 1 

Where the person entitled is within the nge of twenty- 
one, or disabled by man-iagc, insane, imprisoned, or ab- 
sent from the United States, he has ten years afler the 
disability is removed. 

Is there any allowance for a second disability 1 
No. 

What posscsijiion is required to stop the running of tlio statute f 
Open peaceable possession for a year, or an entry fol- 
lowed by a suit within one year. 



CHAPTER CLV. 

OP THE LIMITATION OF PERSONAL ACTIONS. 

What actions must be begun within six years after the cause of 
action accrues 1 

Actions on contracts not under seal, for rent, except 
on sealed leases, replevin, and other actions for taking 
or injuring chattels, and for tort, except as otherwise 
provided. 

What within four years ? 

Actions against sheriffs for the misconduct or negli- 
gence of their deputies. 

What within two years ? 

Actions for assault and battery, slander and libel, and 
against adininistrators, guardians, sheriffs, and assignees 
in insolvency for taking personal property. 
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What are exceptioiui % 

Witnessed notes and bank bills. 

From what time is tlie six years reckoned on a mutual and 
0])uii account current ? 

From the last item on either side. 

What is the limitation of personal actions on contracts nol 
above provided for ? 
Twenty years. 

For what disabilities of the plaintiff is exception made? 
Minority, marriage, insanity, imprisonment, or absence 
from the United States. 
When is the law stayed for the defendant's al)sence ? 
When the defendant is out of the State when the 
action accrues or is absent from and resides out of the 
Stiite afterwards, such time is not counted. 

What other cxcc)>tion is ihoro for acts of the defcudiuit 1 
Where the cause of action was fraudulently con- 
cealed. 
How must a promise to pay an outlawed debt be made 1 
By some wilting signed by the debtor. 

How else may the debtor lose the benefit of the statute f 
By a part payment. 

How soon must an action for forfeiture be commenced 1 
Within one year by an individual ; two years by the 
State. 
How soon is a judgment presumed to be paid 1 
After twenty years. 
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TITLE VI. 

OF COSTS AND FEES. 
CHAPTER CLVI. 

OP COSTS IN CIVIL ACTIONS. 

What is the ordinarj rule as to costs 1 
The prevailing party recovers them. 

What are the exceptions ? 

Where a plea of bankruptcy is filed, the defendant has 

no costs to that time ; where the damages recovered 

indicate (hat (he action ought (o have been brought in a 

lower court or that an appeal was wrongly taken. 

When Severn! actions are brought which ought to have been 
joined in one, what is the rule 1 

One set of costs is allowed. 

Where there are several counts and each party succeeds on 
■omel 

Each party taxes costs. 

When a suit hns 1)een discontinued and a new suit brought, 
when must tlie costs be paid ? 
Before a trial. 

Where a suit in equity seeks only a discovery and not a decree, 
how are the costs given 1 

To the defendant. 

Where no express provision is made, who decides as to the 
costs ? 

It is left entirely to the court. 

Who taxes the costs 1 

The clerk, with a right of appeal to the court. 
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PART IV. 

OF CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS, CRIMINAL FRO- 

CEEDINQS AND PRISONS. 

TITLE I. 

OF CRIMES AND PUNISHMSNT& 
CHAPTER CLVra. 

OF THE RIGHTS OV PKRSOH8 AOOUBKD. 

What hai a penon arrested a right to know f 
The true ground of his arrest and also to see the 
warraut 

What penalt/ does ths officer incur who refutes these, or 
arrests ou false |iroieiiccs % 

A fine not over one thousand dollars or one yearns im- 
prisonment. 

In what cases can a person he held to answer criminalljr withont 
an indictment b/ a grand jury 1 

Where an information is expressly authorised, and 
where the proceedings are before a police courts justice 
of the peace, or court-martial. 



CHAPTER CLIX. 

OF OFFEKCES AGAINST THE SOYEREIONTT OF THB 

STATE. 

Wliat are these offences ? 

Treason and misprision (concealment) of treason. 

What is the penalty 1 
For treason, imprisonment for life ; for misprision <f/ 
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treason, a fine not over one thousand dollars, or impris- 
onment not over five years. 

What evidence U required of treason f 

Two witnesses to the same overt act 



CHAPTER CLX. 

OF OFFRNCES AGAINST THE PERSON. 

"WTiiit are the degrees of murder ! 

DolilK»r:i(o munlor, or mni-dor in ntt^mpting a crime 
punishable by death or imprisonment for life, is murder 
in the first degree ; all other murder in the second. 

What is the punishment ? 

For the first degree, death ; for the second, imprison- 
ment for life. If acquitted on account of insanity, the 
murderer is committed to an asylum for life. 

What Is the punishment for being concerned in or provoking 
a duel % 

If death ensues, it is murder ; otherwise by imprison- 
ment not over twenty years, or a fine of one thousand 
dollars and tlircc years' imprisonment or less, according 
to the part taken. 

What is the punishment for engaging in a prize fight as prin- 
cipal ? 

Ten years' imprisonment, or five thousand dollars fine. 

Who else is punish able ? 

Any one who aids, abets, or encourages a prize fight 
What is the maximum punishment for manslaughter ? 

Twenty years' imprisonment. 

For maiming or disfiguring, or aiding in the offence ? 
The same. 
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For Mtault with intent to mnxder or maim 1 
Ten years. 

For attempting rourdor in any otiier waj t 
Twenty years. 

For ro1)bery or rape 1 
Imprisonment for life. 

For assault with intent to commit mnxder, rohhery, ok rape I 
Twenty years. 

For attein])ting to extort money by threats I 
Fifteen years. 

For kidnapping 1 
Ten years. 

For poiaouiug food or water f 
Imprisonment for life. 

For any other assault with intent to commit a fekmy t 
Ten yotii's. 

Where life is lost by the negligence of a common carrier of 
passengers f 

A fine of five thousand dollarsi to be paid to the ex* 

ecutor of the person killed. 
For negligence in managing a public conyeyanea t 
A fine of five thousand dollars or three yean* imprii* 

onment 



CHAPTER CLXL 

OF OPFEKOES AGAINST PROPKRTT. 

What is the maximum penalty for arson, or burning buildings 
or other pro]>erty ? 

Imprisoiiiueiit for life. 

What is the offence of one who cuts a bell-rope or injures an 
engine before a fire 1 

An accessory before the fact 
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If he does it daring the fire ? 
An accessory after the fact. 

What is the maximum penalty for burglary, or breaking and 
entering buildings or ycracIs, with intent to commit felony 1 

Imprisonineiit for life. 

What are other oflfences against property punislied by im- 
prisonment for five years or less ? 

Stealing in a building, or property at a fire, stealing 
over one lumdred dollars worth of property, or a will, 
or destroying it. 

If the property stolen is under one hundred dollars in yalne, 
what is the maximum penalty ? 
One ycar*s imprisonment. 

Who is deemed a common and notorious thief, and how pun- 
ished ? 

Any one convicted of larceny a second time, or three 
times at one term. The maximum punishment is twenty 
years' imprisonment. 

What is the punishment for stealing paper printed for bank 
bUls, or keeping it when intrusted with it ? 
Imprisonment for life or years. 

What crime is it to steal a bird or beast ordinarily kept in con- 
finement 1 
Larceny. 

On a conviction for stealing, to whom may compensation be 
allowed ? 

To the prosecutor, and to the officer who has secured 
and kept the goods. 

What is the punishment for making or having burglarious in- 
struments ? 

Ten years' imprisonment or less. 

What crime is it to embezzle goods intrusted to the criminal ? 
Larceny. 
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What is the maximum punishment for embezzlement from the 
state treasury ? 

Imprisonment for life. 
From a town, city, county, or bank 1 

Ten years' imprisonment. 

What is the maximum penalty for buying or receiving stolen 
or embezzled goods 1 

Five years' imprisonment. 

What is the maximum penalty for taking or using animals 
without intent to steal ? 

Six months' imprisonment. 

On the officer of a corporation for issuing stock, bonds, or notes 
not authorized, or to a person not entitled to them, or for making 
a false entry in their books with intent to defraud 1 

Ten years' imprisonment. 

Wliat offence is it to obtain goods by falsely personating 
another ? 

Larceny. 

What is the maximum penalty for obtaining goods under false 
pretences ? 

Ten years' imprisonment. 

What are other offences against property ? 
Forging trade-marks, obtaining property by tricks, 
gross frauds at common law, conveying land incumbered 
or attached without informing the buyer, concealing 
mortgaged property or selling it without the mortgagor's 
consent, selling hired pro[)erty or collateral securityi 
pledging property consigned, destroying monuments, 
guide-boards, posts, lamps, or extinguishing lamps, injur- 
ing scliool-houses, chuiches, or their furniture, raising 
water so as to injure a mill, injuring a dam, reservoir, or 
canal, or ice taken as merchandise, or bridges or turnpike 
gates, or passing a tollgate without paying, making false 
papers for a vessel, committing wilful trespass by cut* 
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ting timber, wood, or grain, injuring fruit or ornamental 
trees, glass or fences, or leaving open gates, stealing 
fruit or flowers, or trespassing with intent to steal them, 
or maliciously injuring personal property in any other 
way, or wilfully injuring forest trees, or committing ma- 
licious mischief on the IjorcVs day, or interfering with the 
property of the Humane Society. 

What are the penalties for these crimes ? 

Imprisonment for various terms less than three years, 

orflne and imprisonment. 

What is the maximnm penalty for destroying^ buildings by 
gnnpowdor, or exploding gunpowder or bombs in them ? 

Imprisonment for life. 

For throwing oil of vitriol, coal-tar, or any substance on a 
building to deface it ? 

Five years' imprisonment. 

For defrauding or attempting to defraud the insurer or owner 
of a ship by destroying it or otherwise ? 
Imprisonment for life. 

For wilfully killing, maiming, disfiguring, or poisoning cattle ? 
Five years* imprisonment. 



CHAPTER CLXII. 

OF FOnOEIlY, AND OFFENCES AGAINST THE CURRENCY. 

What is the punishment for forging an instrument or record, 
or issuing it 1 

From two to ten years' imprisonment. 

For forging a state certificate of debt, or bank-bill, or counter- 
feiting coin, or having ten or more forged bank-bills or counter- 
feited coins, intending to pass them ? 

Imprisonment for life or any term of years. 
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For having forged bank-bilLi 1 

Five years or less. 
For making plates, tools, or paper to use in forging or coining f 

Ten years or less. 

Wliat are other offences under this head % 

Passing anything but bank-bills as currency, or any 
bill less than one dollar, wilfully injuring bank-bills, 
collecting bills of a bank to injure it, having or passing 
worthless bills or imitations of bills, or making imita- 
tions of bills. 

What is done with property seized for violation of this lawl 
It is destroyed. 



CHAPTER CLXIII. 

OF OFFKNCKS AGAINST TUULIO JUSTICE. 

What is perjury ? 

False swearing when lawfully required to depose the 
truth. 

What is tlie greatest penalty 1 

If on a capital trial, imprisonment for life ; otherwise 
for twenty years. 

What is subornation of perjury and its punishment 1 

Inciting another to commit perjury, and it is punished 
as perjury. 

What are other offences uuder this chapter 1 
Giving or accepting bribes, corrupting or attempting 
to corrupt jurors, arbitrators, and auditors, aiding or 
suffering esc;;i[)cs or rescues of prisoners, refusing to 
arrest when lawfully required, refusing to aid olHcers, 
falsely assuming to be a justice or officer, disguising 
one's self to resist the law, concealing or compounding 
offences, and extortion by taking illegal fees. 
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CHAPTER CLXrV. 

OF 0FFRNCR8 AGAINST THE PUBLIC PEACE. 

WliAt is an nnlawfal assemblnge ? 

The assembling riotously or tumultuously of ten pei> 
sons armed or thirty UDarmed. 

How is it suppressed ? 

It is tlie duty of every justice of the peace to call on 
them to dis|>erse in the name of the State, and if they 
do not, to call on those present to arrest them. 

If Ally person refuses or neglects when so called, what is ho 
deemed ? 

One of the rioters. 

What are other offences under this chapter 1 

Riotously destroying buildings, carrying dangerous 
weapons, making slung shot or metallic knuckles, mak- 
ing a l)onnre within ten rods of a house, or raising a 
false nl.'irni of (ire. 

If buildings are riotously destroyed, what must the town pay ? 

Three fourths of the value. 



CHAPTER CLXV. 

OF OFFENCES AGAINST CHASTITY, MORALITY, AND 

DECENCY. 

What are the principal offences under this chapter ? 

Abduction, adultery, polygamy, lewd cohabitation, and 
open lewdness ; incest, fornication, procuring abortion, 
advertising means to procure abortion, concealing birth 
of bastard child ; keeping house of ill-fame ; importing, 
idling, or receiving obscene books or prints ; blasphemy, 
profane cursing and swearing ; disturbing religious wor- 
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ship ; peddling or gaming near camp meetings, dbtarb- 
ing schools and public meetings or funerals ; druukennessi 
being a rogue or vagabond, disorder in the night, night- 
walking ; violation of sepulture ; buying, or having for 
sale dead bodies, injuring or defadng tombs, making 
roads or canals through a burying-ground ; cruelty to 
animals of any kind. 

What is tho ordinary punishmeat 1 
Imprisonment for various terms and a fine. 



CHAPTER CLXVL 

or OFFEKCES AGAINST THE PUBLIO HEALTH. 

What is punished under this chapter f 
Selling miwliolesome or adulterated food, drink, or 
medicine, veal killetl under four weeks old, and wilfully 
corrupting springs and reservoirs, or injuring aqueducts. 
What record must a person selling poisons keep 1 
Of the date, amount sold, and the name of the pur- 
chaser. 

CHAPTER CLXVIL 

OF OFFENCES AQAIN8T PUBLIO POLIOT. 

What are these offences f 

Setting up lotttu-ies, allowing them in a building, sell- 
ing lottery tickets, advertising them for sale, selling 
tickets in a fictitious lottery ; running or trotting horses 
for money, or setting up a race-course without permis- 
sion of the selectmen, or sending to a newspaper false 
notices of marriages, births, or deaths. 

What is such race-course deemed ? 
A common nuisance. 
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CHAPTER CLXVm. 

OF FELONIES, ACCESSARIES, ABETTORS, AND ATTEMPTS 

TO COMMIT CRIME. 

What 18 ft felony t 

Any crime punishable by death or imprisonment in 
the state prison. 

How is a person who is accessary before the fact, or aids in the 
commission of a felony, punished ? 

As a principal. 

Who is an accessary after the fact ? 

Any person, not a near relative, who aids or abets the 
felon to escape. 

How is snch accessary punished 1 

By imprisonment of not over seven years, or fine. 

How are attempts to commit crime punished 1 

If the offence attempted was punishable with death, 
by not over ten years' imprisonment ; if by over five 
years' imprisonment, by not over Rve years' imprison- 
ment Other attempts, by not over one year's imprison 
ment. 

What is the maximum punishment for an attempt ? 

One half the penalty of the crime committed. 
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TITLE n. 

OV PROCEEDINGS IN CRIMINAL ChMBUk 
CHAPTER CLXIX. 

OF PBO0BBDINO8 TO PBBTBIIT THB OOMMUMaON 09 

ORIUB. 

When maj a penon be ordered to ftinilih Muetiei tkal Im wlfl 
keep the peace I 

When, after a trial, it is found that there is cause to 
believe that he is about to break the peace ; wh^i tliere 
b an affray, or hot and angrj words in the magistrate's 
presence, or when he goes armed without cause. 



CriAPTER CLXX. 

OF BBABCn-WARRANTS, RBWABDSy ABBBST, BXAMI* 
NATION, COUIIITMBNT, AND BAIL* 

For what may search-warrants be issued 1 
For property stolen or embezzled, counterfeit notes or 
coin, counterfeiter's tools, obscene books, lottery tickets 
or materials, gaming implements and furniture of gaming- 
houses, intoxicating liquors. 

What muat the warrant particular!/ set oat 1 

The place to be searched, and the thing to be sdzed. 

For what may the governor oflfcr a rcwanl, and to what nniount f 

One tliousuiul dolhirs for the appreheusiou of cscu|)cd 
prisoners. 

What reward may the selectmen offer 1 

Not exceeding five hundred dollars for the detection 
5f a crime, or the apprehension of persons charged with 
a crime. 
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Whnt nro tho proceedings for tho arrest of a criminni ? 

A sworn complaint to a magistrate, and a warrant 
issued by the magistrate reciting the complaint and 
ordering the arrest. 

After the niTcst, whnt is the next step ? 

The person arrested is brouglit before a magistrate, 
and the witnesses against him are examined in his pres- 
ence, and also his witnesses. 

If it appears on the examination that an offence has been com- 
mitted, and tbnt there is proliahle cause to believe the prisoner 
guilty, what is done ? 

lie is admitted to bail or committed to prison, and the 
witnesses recognized to appear against liim. 

When may the proceedings be superseded 1 

When they are for some offence, like assault and bat- 
tery, for which there is a civil remedy, and the party 
injured acknowledges satisfaction. 

How may bail exonerate themselves 1 

By surrendering their principal to the court or jail. 

What offence is not bailable ? 
Treason. 



CHAPTER CLXXI. 

OF INDICTMENTS, PROSECUTIONS, AND PR0CEEDIN08 

BEFORE TRIAL. 

How niany jrrnnd jurors are drawn ? 

Twenty- three. 

What is the oath administered to them 1 

Yon, as grand jurors of this inquest for the body of 
this county, do solemnly swear that you will diligently 
inquire, and true presentment make, of all such matters 
and things as shall be given you in charge. The Com- 
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monwealth's counsel, jour fellows', and your own, jou 
shall keep secret ; you shall present no man for envy, 
hatred, or inalicM^ ; neither shall you leave any man uu- 
presented for love, fear, favor, affection, or hope of re- 
ward ; but you shall present things truly as they shall 
come to your knowledge to the best of your understand- 
ing. 

How is the foreman selected 1 

By the jury by ballot. 

Wliat must they not disclose % 

That an indictment for felony has been found, or what 

opinion a juror expressed, or how he voted. 

How soon must au indictment bo found after the offiince is com- 
mitted ? 

Except in case of murder within six years. 

What is done when an indictment for murder is found f 

A copy is served on the accused if in custody, and 

notice is given to the attorney-general and chief justice 

of the supreme court. 

To what 18 a person indicted of crime punishable by death or 
imprisomneut for life entitled 1 

To a list of the jurors and process to summon wit- 
nesses. 

How soon must a prisoner be tried ? 

At the next term after six months from the time he 

was imprisoned or bailed on his own recognizance. 

When shall a commission issue to take the evidence of wit- 
nesses out of the State 1 

When the defendant requests it 
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CHAPTER CLXXII. 

OF TRIALS. 

What challenges to the jnrora are allowed ? 

Cliallciigcs for aiuso ; twenty peremptory challenges 
to the accused in a capital case, and two to each party 
in other cases. 

When miiBt the ncciiscd be personally present ? 
At the trial of a felony. 

What may Ite proved at a trial for libel 1 

The trnth of the charge unless it was malicious. 

Where the accused is acquitted of part and convicted of part, 
what is done ? 

He is deemed guilty of the part of which he is con- 
victed. 

When must formal objections to the indictment be taken 1 

Before trial. 



CHAPTER CLXXHI. 

OP APPEALS, NEW TRIALS, AND REPORTS. 

Who may appeal from the conviction of a justice of the peace, 
or police court, to the superior court ? 
Any person. 

What is then done with such person ? 
He must recognize to appear at the superior court or 
be committed to prison. 

What is the duty of the justice t 

To transmit copies of all the proceedings to the clerk 
of the superior court. 
If the appellant docs not prosecute his appeal, what is done 1 
He is defaulted and sentenced by the superior court 
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Who may grant a new trial, and when? 

T]ic supreme or superior court witliiu one year, when 
it appears that justice has not been done, or for other 
good reason. 

When may the judge report the case to the supreme court? 

With the defendant's consent, when a doubtful ques- 
tion of law arises. 

If a case is reported and exceptions filed, what is done with the 
defendant 1 

He may recognize to prosecute his exceptions and 
abide sentence or be committed to prison to await the 
result. 



CHAPTER CLXXIV. 

OF JUDQMKNT AND EXECUTION. 

Where no punishment is provided, what sentence shall be 
awarded f 

According to common usage and practice in this 
State. 

What may a convict bo required to do 1 
To furnish sureties to keep the peace. 

What is forfeited hy imprisonment in the state prison 1 
Any state oilice. 

If a ])Ci'son is scntouccd to death, by whoso warrant is he ex& 
cuted ? 

By that of the governor, under the great seal. 



/ 
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CHAPTER CLXXV. 

OP INQUESTS. 

When is an inquest to bo held ? 

On the iMxIies of persons supposed to have died by 
violence, and on fires supposed to be incendiary. 

What jnry is summoned ? 

A jury of six who arc sworn. 

Who presides ? 

Tlio coroner in case of dead bodies ; in case of fire, 
the inquest is hold before the court issuing the warrant. 

When may the inquiBitifm he socrct ? 
When a coroner and a majority of the jury so de- 
cide. 

What is the inquisition and what does it state ? 

It is a statement under the hands of the jury certify- 
ing when, how, and by what means the person came to 
his death, hia name, and all material circumstances. 

What power has the coroner 1 

To bind over witnesses to the next court, and to issue 
a warrant for any person charged by the inquest with 
the crinic. 

In towns where there is no coroner, who acts 1 
Any justice of the peace. 



CHAPTER CLXXVI. 

OF FINES, FOKFEITURES, AND COSTS. 

When are fines and forfeitures to be paid into the treasury ? 
When recovered in , prosecutions where the State 
pays part of the costs, or imposed as a punishment. 

Who receives costs, fines, and forfcitcres imposed by the 
superior and supreme courts 1 
The sheriflf. 
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CHAPTER CLXXVII. 

OF FUQITIVBS FROM JUSTICE AND PARDONS. 

What is the governor's power about fugitives from justice 1 

He may deliver, on demand from the governor of 
another state, any person charged with crime, and may 
appoint an agent to make the same demand on othet 
governors. 

What must accompany the demand 1 

Sworn evidence that the party is a fugitive from jus- 
tice, and a copy of the indictment or conipluint. 

To whom may the governor refer the matter for examination t 

To the attorney-general. 

What must be aHbrded to the accused 1 
An opportunity to apply fur a writ of habeas corpus. 

Can u |)crs4)ii be arrcMtud bcforu a doiiiaud is made 1 
They can, and be held to await it. 

How are pardous grauted ? 

On such conditions, restrictions, and limitations as the 
governor thinks best. 

If the person viohitus such conditions, does ho lose the benefit 
of the pardon 1 

He does, and may be remanded by the governor and 
council. 



TITLE III. 

OF PRISONS AND PUNISHMENTS. 
CHAPTER CLXXVIIL 

OP JAILS AND HOUSES OP COUUECTION. 

For what are county jails used ? 

To detain persons accused and committed for trial, 



\ 
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witnesses in criminal crises, persons committed on sen- 
tence, and others committed for cause authorized bjf 
law. 
f Arc they compelled to liil>or ? 

No, but they may bo furnished employment. 

Who appoint the overseers of the bouses of correction 1 

The county commissioners. 

What work must they provide 1 

Enough to keep all the inmates at work. 

What arc the duties of the overseers 1 

To see that the rules are enforced and examine the 

accounts, make contracts for work to be done in the 

house, or let out the inmates or put them at work on the 

public lands. 

What prisoners have they authority to discharge when re- 
formed ? 

Tliose sentenced as rogues, vagabonds, or vagrants. 
Who else has this jwwcr 1 

The board of state charities. 

Who has the charge ofjiiils and houses of correction ? 

The board of state charities. 

How are the prisoners to be classified and arranged ? 

According to the causes of their imprisonment ; those 
confined on civil process being kept separate from those 
on criminal, those on infamous offences from those on 
offences not infamous. 

If prisoners arc refractory, disorderly, or refuse to work, how are 
they punished 1 

By solitary confinement on bread and water. 

What instruction is provided ? 

A copy of the Bible or New Testament, moral and 
religious instruction, and when sick, such clergymen as 
they request. 
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What other instnictioii ii ftirniihed I 

Iq reading and writing one hour eadi evening. 

What ii prohibited ! 

Tlio use of intoxicating liquor by prisoners or officers. ) 

What is the panishment for a prisoner escaping 1 \ 

Not over five years' imprisonment in the state prison. 
What reward is given for good condaet 1 
A ]*ecord is kept, and for each mouth of good oondoct 
s deduction is made. 

Who pays for the support of prisoners 1 

The county, and it receives the profits of their labor. 

Who arc the inspectors of prisons 1 

The county commissioners. They must vint and in- 
spect the prisons twice a year. 

Wiio else inspects the prisons 1 

Tliree commissioners of prisousi appointed by the |^v- 
ernor. 

To whom are returns made bj the officers of prisons 1 
To the commissioners and the board of state 



CHAPTER CLXXIX. 

OF THE STATU PRISON. 

Where is it situated % 
At Charlestown. 

How often must the governor and council inspect it 1 
Yearly, or oftener. 

What arc the officers ? 

Three inspectors, warden, deputy warden, physician, 
clerk, turnkeys, and watchmen. 
What are the duties of the inspectors 1 
To establish rules, visit the prison each week, exam- 



GENERAL STATUTES OF MASSACHUSETTS, 175 

ine the books, approve bills, report violations of law, 
and make an annual report. 

Whnt nro the duties of the warden and deputy warden ? 

They must reside in the prison. The warden shall 
have the custody, chargo, and goveriinu^tit of the prisoners 
and the prison property and make and settle annual ac- 
counts. 

Who makes contracts on account of the prison ? 

The warden, in writing, approved by the inspectors. 

Are convicts allowed to communicate with each other ? 
No. 

Can they sec their friends 1 

Under such regulations as the warden makes, and in 
his presence. 

Is communication allowed hctween them and their friends 1 
Only through the warden. 

What must visitors to the prison have 1 
A permit from an inspector. 

What arc the regulations about moral instruction and good 
conduct ? 

The same as in case of jails. 

What is the punishment for an escape or assault on an officer ? 
Not over ten years* imprisonment, one year solitary. 

For assisting such escape ? 

The same punishment If an officer, twenty years. 
What else is punished ? 

Any unlawful indulgence, or conveying any article to 
a prisoner. 

What is done for discharged convicts ? 

They are furnished with decent clothing, and if their 
conduct has been good, five dollars in money. 

What arc the duties of the agent for discharged convicts ? 

To furnish them with clothing, board, and tools, and 
procure employment for them. 
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What other priioa it therel 

A reformatory prison for women, organised and gOT 
emed in substantially ihe same way. 



CHAPTER CLXXX. 

OF THE TRANSFER OF LUNATICS, AND DUOHARai 

OF POOR CONTIOTfl. 

If a prisoner becomes insane, wlutt is done with him 1 
After examination, a judge of the superior court may 
order his removal to the insane asylum. 
If he recoTers, what is done with him I 
He is recommitted to prison for the rest of his term. 

If a convict is unable to pay his fine and costs and is detained 
for that rcuKon iiloiic, how Ion}; is lio detained % 

If the amount is under ten dollars, thirty days ; twenty 

dollars, forty days ; if above twenty dollars and he is un« 

able to pay, he may be discharged by two justices of the 

peace or a police court. 



PART V. 

OF THB GENERAL STATUTES. 
CHAPTER CLXXXL 

OF THB OBNBRAL STATUTB8 AND THBIB BFFBOT. 
When did they take effect ? 
From May 31, 1860. 

How are they to be construed ? 

As a continuation of former laws and not a new 
enactment. 
When acts are repealed by them, are any former acts rcTived? 

They are not. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

TO TIIIC SKCONl) EDITION OF 

BELL'S MASSACHUSETTS STATUTES. 

Juhjy 1876. 

NOTING CORHKCTION8 AN1> CHANGES IN TIIK LAW TO TIIK VKESEKT 

TIME. 



On page IG, in the third answer of Chapter II. after 
the word " Ehlest," insert " Senior." 
. Page 11). In place of the first answer in Chapter VIL 
insert " iniprisoinnent in the Mouse of Corr(3Ction for 
not less than three months nor more than one year." 

Page 22. To the second answer of Chapter XL add 
" and Income over two thousand dollars." 

Page 24. The third answer should read, " Trust funds 
are assessed to trustees in the place where the bene- 
ficiary resides, if within this State ; if he resides out 
of the State, in the place where the trnstx».e resides ; 
in equal portions, if there he more than one trustee." 

Page 25. To tlie last answer ndd, " after the date of 
iiis tax hill." 

Page 29. In place of the last answer, read, " the active 
militia shnll consist of not more than sixty companies 
of infantry, three companies of cavalry, three compa- 
nies of light artillery, and two corps of cadets." 

The maximum number of olFicers, non-connnissioned 
officers, musicians and privates in a company of infan- 
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try shall Im (Ifty-oiio; ami in Goni[miiio8 of cavalry 
and artillery, eighty. 

Page 50. The last answer should read, '* In proportion 
to their valuation of real and pei*sonal estate, and to 
the number of childreu in each.** 

Page 51. To the second answer in Chapter XXXYIII. 
add, << and also sewing if the School Committee deem 
it expedient" 

Pago 52. After '< Sdiool books," in the sixth line from 
the top, add, ''And if any change is made in the 
school books used in any public school by a two- 
tliirds vote of the whole School Committee, the pupils 
requiring the substituted book shall bo furnished with 
it by the committee at the expense of the city or 
town." 

Page 53. In the first answer of Chapter XLI. insert, 
^ Seven and fifteen " in place of ^ Eight and twelve." 

Pago 54. The first answer in Chapter XLII. should 
now read, '' No child under the age of fourteen yeara, 
unlutw (luring the year next prcixiding time of em- 
ployment the child has been at school twenty consecu- 
tive weeks, and the child shall not continue to be em- 
ployed unless he goes to school as before mentioned." 

Page 03. After the word ''and" in the first answer, 
insert, '4n case of bad faith, and injury to the pur- 
chaser." 

Page G5. Tlic lirst answer in Chaptia- LV. should read, 
" By two or more persons for any luvvtiir business ex- 
cept insurunco." 

Page G8. In the sixth answer insert ''Treasurer" in 
place of " Secretary." 
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Page 68. The last answer should read, " An annual re- 
turn of their condition to tlie Commissioner." 

Page 88. The first answer should read, " Till they are 
twenty-one years of age." 

Page 93. Chapter 80 of the General Statutes is re- 
pealed by Chapter 99 of the Statutes of 1875, which 
provides that sales of spirituous or intoxiciating liq- 
uors may be made by such persons as the mayor and 
aldermen of a city, or their appointed representatives, 
called licensed commissioners, or the selectmen of a 
town, may deem fit to hav(». licenses to sell liquor. 

There are five kinds of licenses that may be given. 

The first three classes of licenses are permits to sell 
liquors of any kmd^ or to sell malt liquors^ cider, and 
liglit wines containing not more than fifteen per cent 
alcohol, or to sell malt liquors and cider; all to he 
drunk on the premises. 

The two remaining chisses are permits to sell liquors of 
any kind, or to sell malt liquors, cider, and light wines 
containing not more than fifteen per cent, alcohol, all 
not to be drunk on the premises. OifTerent fees are 
prescribed for each class, to be (within certain fixed 
limits) established for each town or city by its author- 
ities. Penalties are provided for violation of the 
terms of a license, and the seller is made responsible 
for the damages caused by an intoxicated person, ren- 
dered so by the wrongful sale of liquor to him. A 
husband, wife, parent, child, guardian, or employer of 
any person who is in the habit of drinking to excess 
may, after notice nupiesting a seller not to sell to such 
person, recover from $100 to $500 from the seller for 
selling to such person. 






4 aUPPLSUSNT. 

Page 99, Chapter XCI. The law relating to the de- 
scent of real estate as given in the answer to the first 
question, is repealed, to take effect October 1, 1876, 
and hi place of it the following Act goes into effect on 
that day. 

Sts. 187C, Chat. 220. 

When a person dies seized of land, tenements or heredi- 
taments, or of any right thereto, or entitled to any in- 
terest therein, in fuo-simplo or for the life of anotlier, 
not having lawfully devised tlie same, they shall det- 
scend, subject to his or her debts, in manner fi>llo#- 
ing: — 

First, In equal shares to his or her chiidreu, ami the 
issue of any deceased child by right of representation ; 
and if there is no survivnig child of tlie intestate, tlieti 
to all his or lier otlier lineal descendants. If all the 
descendants are in the same degree of kindred to the 
intestate, they shall share the estate equally ; otb€»^ 
wise, they siiall take accortling to the right of repre- 
sentation. 

Second, If the intestate leaves no issue, tlien iii cc|iuil 
shares to his or her Either and uioUier. 

Third, If the intestate leaves no issue nor mother, then 
to his or her father. 

Fourth. If the intestate leaves no issue nor father, then 
to his or her mother. 

Fifth, If the intestate leaves no issue and no father nor 
mother, then to his or her brothers and sisters, and to 
the issue of any deceased brother or sister, by right of 
representation. 
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BlTrPLKMENT. O 

Sixth. If he leaves no issue, and no father, mother, 
brother nor sister, then to his next of kin in equal de- 
gree ; except that when there are two or more collat- 
eral kindred in e([ual degree, hut claiming through 
different ancestors, those who claim through the near- 
est ancestor shall be preferred to those claiming 
through an ancestor who is more remote. 

Seventh, If the intestate* leaves a widow and no kin- 
dred, his estate shall descend to his widow ; aiul if the 
intestate is a married woman, and leaves no kindred, 
her estate sliall descend to her husband. 

Eighth. If the intestate leaves no kindred, and no 
widow or husband, his or her estate shall escheat to 
the Commonwealth. 

The descent prescribed by the above shall be subject to 
and controlled by the provisions of law respecting 
dower, curtesy, and homestead estates. 

Page 10*5, line 15. In place of the words " the rest," 
insert " tlie excess over ten thousand dollars." 

Page 109. After the word "either"' in the last line, 
insert " acceptance and." 

Page 1 1 2. After the word " No," in the fourth line 
from the bottom, add ** if contracted on her separate 
account." 

Page lltJ. In place of the Questions and Answers 
given in Chapter CX., insert (vStats. 1876, Chap. 
213),— 

ITow may children be adopted ? 
By an order of the Probate Court, after notice 
and hearing. 

Who may adopt? 
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Any person of twonty-oue years or more, liaving 
the consent also of husband or wife, competent to join 
in the petition ; but no person can adopt his or her 
wife or husband, brothei*, sister, uncle or aunt either 
of the whole or half blood, or a married woman with- 
out the consent of her husband. Tlie child must be 
younger than the adopting parent. 

What consent is requisite ? 

That of the child alone, if adult ; otherwise, of the 
child, if alK>ve fourteen years, and generally of the 
parents, except as provided by the statute. 

What are the consequences of adoption as respects 
matters other than the inheritance of pro|)ei*ty ? 

The child becomes the child of the petitioner, — or 
of both of a married couple, — as if born to him in 
lawful wcdlo<ik. Marriage is prohibited Imtweeu tlie 
child and its adopted parents, but the natural position 
towards all other parties in sexual relations is unal- 
tei*cd. The child is freed from all civil i*esponsibili- 
ties towards its natural pai*ents, except as to support 
in a certain case. 

What is the position of an adopted child as to tlic 
inheritance of pro|)erty ? 

The adopted child takes the sliara of a lawful child 
in any property which his adopting parent could have 
devised by will, and he also is in the position of a law- 
ful child towards the legal descendants of such adopt- 
ing parent. But he does not take under any grant, 
trust-settlement, entail, devise, or bequest, unless such 
was the obvious intent of the testator ; but, if such 
testator or grantor, etc., was the adopting parent, the 
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inference will be reversed, and he must exclude plainly 
the adopted child. 

What becomes of property of an adopted child 
who dies intestate ? 

That portion ac(|uired by him or received from the 

adopter or his family, reverts to such heirs as he 

would have had if a lawful child; and any portion 

. received from his natural parents or family reverts to 

his natural heirs. 

Is a child adopted in another State recognized 
here ? 

lie is allowed such rights as are given by law hi 
.the State where his adoption took place, unless they 
conflict with the statute here. 
Is a second adoption allowed ? 
Yes ; and it terminates all previous ones, except so 
far as rights to property have accrued. 
Pago IHI. First answer in Chapter CXIV., for "ten" 

read " eleven." 
Page 141. In the fifth answer, hi place of the word 

"due" put " payable." 
Pnge 160. Aft:er the word " Catial," in the third line 

from the bottom, add " or Steam-mill." 
Pago 1 69. In place of the first answer, put " Chal- 
lenges for cause ; twontj^-two peremptory challenges 
to each i^nrty in capital cases, and crimes inniishable 
by imprisonment for life; and two in all other cases." 
Pnge 170. In place of the last answer, insert, " 15y that 
of the couit under the seal of the court." 
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